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FLUORINE DANGEROUS AS A PRESERVATIVE 


HE recent epidemic of arsenical poisoning in Eng- 
land, which was traced to contaminated beer, is still 
fresh in the minds of our readers. The source of the ar- 
senical contamination was the glucose which is now so 
largely used by brewers as a substitute for malt. 

Some fear of an epidemic of fluorine poisoning from 
the drinking of beer to which a compound of fluorine 
has been added as a preservative has been felt in New 
York City owing to the discovery by Dr. Fritz Schwyzer, 
pathologist to the German Hospital, of a case of chronic 
fluorine poisoning due to the consumption of a beer which 
was presumably preserved in this way. The case is re- 
ported at length in the New York Medical Journal for 
July 6, and Dr. Schwyzer’s article is a contribution to the 
toxicology of preservatives which will doubtless attract 
the interested attention of the chemists of the local Board 
of Health and other investigators who are concerned 
with the purity of food products and beverages. 

The difficulties in the way of determining the pres- 
ence of fluorine quantitatively are well nigh insuperable, 
although qualitative tests are easily applied, and the rec- 
ognition of fluorine compounds is a comparatively easy 
matter to those who are familiar with the chemical prop- 
erties of the element. 





THE FORTHCOMING MEETING OF THE 
A. PH. A. 
' 

N our issue of June 24, on page 371, was reprinted the 
circular of information of the Committee on Exhi- 
bition for the 1901 meeting of the American Pharmaceu- 
tical Association at St. Louis in September. It is to be 
hoped that manufacturers will make a generous and 
worthy response to this invitation of the committee to 
make exhibits of their apparatus, products, etc. The 
meeting itself promises to be especially entertaining, in- 
structive and profitable to all participating pharmacists, 
and those who are planning a vacation trip for September 
will hardly require our strong recommendation to se 
shape their calculations as to include attendance upon 
the meeting. We have learned enough of the plans of 
the local committee to say that the entertainment feature 
alone will be lavish, while the exhibition of drugs, chem- 
icals, pharmaceutical preparations, dispensing novelties, 
etc., will be an irresistible attraction. The geographical 
position of St. Louis, its importance as a drug center and 
the widespread interest which has been awakened in the 
new exhibition feature of the annual meetings should re- 
sult in an attendance exceeding that of any previous gath- 

ering in the history of the association. 














AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 
SPECIALIST CRITICISM. 


HE medical and chemical errors of novelists and 
dramatists have received frequent allusion in this 
column. The London Lancet has of late been amusing 
its readers with references of the same kind, directed more 
particularly, however, to the characteristics of the stage 
doctor. This variety of physician may be known, ac- 
cording to our contemporary, by “a supernatural and 
most depressing solemnity, and an inconceivable rapidity 
in the construction of prescriptions.” Why the coctor of 
the play should always appear in a frock coat, even on-a 
summer’s day in the country or in the city at an hour 
when other men of his standing are in evening dress, is a 
question that is beginning to be asked of the playwright. 
But the most recent contribution to the mistakes of dram- 
atists is found in “ The Only Way,” where Sydney Car- 
ton performs the most amazing feat of overpowering 
Darnay by making him inhale a volatile anzesthetic some 
thirty-eight years before the discovery of chloroform, 
sixty-three years before the discovery of anzsthesia by 
Morton, and at least seven years before Sir Humphry 
Davy first mooted the idea of anzsthetization by inhala- 
tion in the first year of the nineteenth century. Truly 
specialist criticism of art, literature and the drama gives 
startling results. 








PURE AND APPLIED SCIENCE. 


ROFESSOR IRA REMSEN, at the celebration of 
P the twenty-fifth anniversary of the American Chem- 
ical Society, during the course of an after dinner speech, 
congratulated the ‘society upon the fact that it was so 
catholic in its character, embracing the followers of both 
pure and applied science. In England the line of division 
between the students of pure and applied science, more 
particularly in chemistry, is unfortunately very sharply 
defined, and there is on the side of the devotee of pure 
science: an affectation of condescension toward applied 
science which, were it not so regrettable, would be laugh- 
able. Should this attitude of scientists be carried to its 
logical conclusion we would have a reversion to the con- 
ditions which prevailed in Greece and Rome, and in lieu 
of science would have a purely speculative philosophy. 

This unfortunate tendency on the part of the scientist 
has been admirably characterized in the Engineering 
Magazine as the “ priggishness of science,” for that large 
elass who are guilty of it affect a disdain toward all tech- 
nologists, assuming that pure science embraces all the 
knowledge of technology, but failing to realize that the 
technologist may, and among the leaders must, include a 
most profound and complete knowledge of pure science. 

We are; indeed, fortunate that this sharp line of dis- 
tinction does not obtain to any extent in the United 
States, but in pharmacy the situation is rather reversed, 
the practising pha macist being inclined to sneer at the 
scientific worker as a mere theorist, and not realizing that 
the most satisfactory and substantial progress in the prac- 
tice of pliarmacy is necessarily based upon a clear compre- 
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hension of the basic principles which are learned only 
through a scientific study of the materials and of the oper- 
ations involved in pharmacy. To the man behind the 
counter the investigations into the constitution of thymo- 
quinone may appear entirely outside the realm of pharma- 
cy, but when this study is completed and it appears that 
by removing thymoquinone the oils in which it occurs 
may be permanently decolorized, the value of the study 
becomes immediately apparent. On the other hand, the 
students of pure science must recall that their work is 
based very largely upon the discoveries of technical work- 
ers, and it therefore behooves both the scientist and the 
technologist to bear in mind the fact that there can be no 


clear demarcation between pure and applied science, and 


that all earnest and able work in one field is of value to 
workers in the others. 





THE “PATENT MEDICINE DANCE.” 





HE latest society divertisement is a patent medicine 
dance, word of which comes to us through the lead- 
ing society organ, the New York Herald. The entertain- 
ment, which is to be given at Newport late in July, is to 
take the form of a masked ball, in which the familiar fig- 
ures of men and women who appear in the advertise- 
ments of pills and potions in the magazines and newspa- 
pers will be represented by members of the 400. The en- 
tertainment is certainly a novelty and should afford 
plenty of opportunity for the exercise of originality in 
costumes. One gentlewoman is announced to appear as 
Castoria, with a clock arrangement as head gear and with 
apron hung with spoons. It has not come to our knowl- 
edge if any of the manufacturers of proprietary medi- 
cines are to participate, and it is probable that a genuine 
masquerade is intended. If so, the promoters of the en- 
tertainment have certainly allowed a brilliant opportunity 
to slip, for think of the possibilities of entertainment with 
the genial Thomas Doliber in the make-up of a Mellin’s 
Food Baby, or of Ed. G. Wells as the retiring professor 
of “ Hzemoglobineties,” to say nothing of numerous 
others who might creditably represent their specialties. 





NE Chicago druggist says that his penny-in-the-slot 
directory took in $60 within the past twelve months. 
This looks a good deal like a satisfactory solution of the 
directory trouble. It is probable that the vast majority 
of those who patronize the druggists’ free directory would 
rather pay for the privilege than not. It is always diffi- 
cult to compute, however, the possible loss of incidental 
trade, for many of those who consult a directory discharge 
the obligation under which they feel by making some 
trifling purchase. 





A Correction. 


In the article by Dr. A. R. L. Dohme which appears 
in the American Drucoist for July 8 the word quan- 
titative was used in one place where qualitative was in- 
tended. The sentence which begins on thé’ nineteenth 
line of the first column of page should read;.-Ido not op- 
pose the physiological test as a qualitative measure,” etc. 
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SOME NEW FORMULAS. 


By Jno. H. Haypon, JR., 


New Haven, Conn. 


HE ensuing are original formulas for the prepara- 
T tions named, which will be found to produce satis- 
factory compounds. The first 1s named 


ELIXIR SAW PALMETTO AND SANTAI COMP. 


Take of—- 
Saw palmetto berries. ...........ccceecceceeceecs 5viij 
CE SE er ee Tee eee ers or eee GVA 
SINTON ic. co'c, vais} $040 a6 bus.5 ow wplocesw's.o ob 64 44.008 3ij 
PEN oer 09 6:3 osein'oa 4. 6nie ae, 0's « w'0/e 0 ¥ip, 014.456. 01e 01s 5'd'S' 4 0 409 5vi 
Alcohol, 
Water, each enough to make............eeeeeceees Oij 


Mix twelve fluid ounces of alcohol with thirty-six 
fluid ounces of water. With this menstruum moisten the 
previously ground drugs and macerate during twenty- 
four hours. Then pack firmly in a percolator and pour 
on the remainder of the menstruum, allowing the perco- 
late to drop slowly. In this dissolve the sugar by agita- 
tion. Finally pass sufficient water through the exhausted 
drugs to make the finished elixir measure two pints. Car- 
amel may be added if the color is not deep enough. 

Each fluid ounce of this elixir is taker to represent 
saw palmetto berries, 120 grains; corn silk, 120 grains; 
sandalwood, 30 grains. 


COMPOUND TINCTURE OF CURCUMA. 


This is used as a brown coloring agent for use in the 
two elixirs of heroin which follow. It has several ad- 
vantages over caramel alone, the color produced by it 
is brighter and it is fhore easily measured. The formula: 


I 5 eh sols es orale eieslvw oWivie eis 909 60,0/a0/aas 3x 


Macerate for seven days in a menstruum cf 


“sy Gap a= OSA ris. Per ee ie fl. 5viij 

MMII tts yc Ab Bia oie aiens 10.6 Vie aes bierave | 9:0, Yad isis: 4;'0 fl. 3viij 
Filter and add 

NE iia eh ade igh ct aluey aSno bao dig, Sn 9 wia'o Wid. o 2) fl. 3x 

Menstruum enough to mMake..........0.-eeeeeeeees Oi 


ELIXIR HEROIN. 


Take of—- 
TIN isco dab SS ew Sis ercisle Wie nia Gane 0616 a19) 50% wie wi gr. 102-3 
Alcohol, deodorized. .............ceeececceeece fl. 35viij 
BPAMdY, TOMO. 6.6 aio 'i0 cc coc cece sce csesocee fl. 3% 
SN os io bois 65500 6 sic 5s seis doce vies ceccoseev ewes fl. 3xij 
Water, enough to Make......... cee ee cece cece eees Oij 
Compound tincture of curcuma.............+.6+. fl. 3i 


Dissolve the heroin in the alcohol, add the other in- 
gredients in the order given, and filter. 
Each fluid drachm contains 1-24 grain heroine. 


ELIXIR HEROIN AND TERPIN HYDRATE. 


Take of— 
MN cies War asic ss '4nle se WEWS ss b0ies wha ees 4 gr. 102-3 
Terpin hydrate. ........c.ccccccccrcccscccccees gr. 256 
I 1 6 ical core 60:5: $199 6 410 6:40:00 a06'0,0 8 9%-0 0 5m gr. 10 
Alcohol, deodorized.............eeeeeeeeeee «.- ofl, 5xij 
SSR EES eens ree rrr ire ee Oi 
RERNT  DUOIO... oo sae cicinininr cesses gercessisecse fl. 3iv 
Compound tincture of curcuma................6.. fl. 3i 
Water, enough to Make........-.ceceeeceececceees Oij 


Dissolve the heroin, terpin hydrate and saccharine 
in the alcohol; add the other ingredients in the order 
given, and filter. 

Each fluid drachm contains of Heroin 1-24 grain, of 
terpin hydrate 1 grain. 
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ELIXIR SODIUM SALICYLATE COMP. 


(Elixir acid salicyic comp.) 


Take of— 
ORR N Ne I ate share a ale idig a ibibinie- ase ocnie Uv ndeedle.daede ead 3xV 
POUND TACRTOR ALG oi05055 5:5. 0,4:050.4.38 Kons bande shse6.teee 3xi 
MITER TIMI oon 0 ts'-0 ka 4's:000's wONiee.s 60-680 gr. cclvi 
Fld. extract black cohosh..............000.. m. cclxix 
Fld. extract yellow jasmine................. m. cclxix 
BS SRE ee MAP rareg rer were Tr arrue, fl. 3i 
Compound syrup of sarsaparilla, U. S. P......... fl. 3x 
Water, enough to make............cececceceeeees .Oij 


Add the salicylic acid to the water, followed by the 
salicylic acid in divided portions. When effervescence 
has ceased add the remaining ingredients in the order 
given; set the mixture aside for twelve hours. Finally 
filter. 

Each fluid drachm represents, salicylic acid 3% grains, 
black cohosh 1 grain, yellow jasmine I grain, potassium 
iodide 1 grain, sodium bicarbonate +. 





ICE CREAM. 


By O. B. SALISBURY. 
FREEZER AND APPLIANCES. 


O make ice cream we must have a freezer. The better 
it is the cheaper it will be in the end and the finer 
the ices. Tin or porcelain lined iron are better, cleaner, 
more durable, less affected by acids. Do not purchase on 
the representation of the seller, but examine it yourself, 
and then be sure you get the one you have selected. Get 
a seamless one if possible; if not, be sure the lid fits, in 
fact clips tightly, and seams are strong and sound. See 
that the freezer holds at least half as much again as the 
quantity to be frozen. Buy a broad-bladed ice cream spat- 
ula; it should be tinned and have a long wooden handle, 
but not too long to be handy. 

For speed and good results the freezing machine with 
automatic tin scraping arrangement and triple gearing, 
which turns the can in one direction while the scraper 
turns in another direction, thus avoiding the necessity 
for any manual scraping and mixing. The bearing parts 
must be kept frictionless by frequent but small supplies 
of some lubricant, preferably butter, as the accidental 
admixture of some of this will do no harm to the cream. 


DIRECTIONS FOR FREEZING. 


The blended ingredients for the ice cream we will, 
for simplicity sake, call “the mixture.” This must al- 
ways be perfectly smooth and thick before it is fit to use. 
Never forget this. See that the inside of the freezer is 
perfectly clean and free from any adhering particles of 
grease. A little sodium carbonate aids wonderfully in 
cleansing the freezer and freeing it from adhering grease. 

Pour the mixture into the freezer and fasten the lid 
on. Put a layer of small pieces of broken ice on the bot- 
tom of the tub. The layer should be about two inches 
thick—rather under than over. Strew a little coarse salt 
over the ice, using one part of salt to three or four of 
ice. Then put the freezer and contents in the tub. Fill 
up the space between the freezer and the tub with irreg- 
ular pieces of ice about one inch in size, adding salt. 
Now with one hand turn the freezer round and round in 
the ice—the faster the better—by means of the handle, 
till the whole cream is a uniform mass and all frozen. 
When the spatula will stand upright by itself in the mix- 
ture the cream is done. 

Every freezing tub should have a tap at the bottom 
of its side. The friction of the freezer and action of 
the salt on the ice produce a quantity of water, which be- 
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comes a nuisance and should be drawn off through the 
tap after the ice cream is finished. 


RECIPES. 
The finest kind of cream that can be made is ob- 


tained as follows. Take 
Pe ONE, os cb acncdeaceesccebuseces cane qt. 1 
Volks Of fresh GGBB. 2. oc ccsccccccccsscsescvcced No. 15 
White sugar (free from blue)............eseeeee ozs. 10 


Crack each egg separately, put the yolks into a large 
clean earthenware bowl containing the cream (quite 
cold). Commence to whisk with the egg-beater and 
gradually adding one ounce of sugar. Add more sugar, 
whisk, more sugar, and so on till the sugar is quite dis- 
solved and the whole thoroughly mixed. Now put the 
bow] on a trivet or plate over a clear fire to thicken, but 
be sure to keep whisking all the time, or it may burn at 
the bottom. When it has almost reached the boiling 
point remove it from the fire instantly and at once strain 
it through a muslin cloth into the freezer, which has pre- 
viously been standing in. cold water. When the mix- 
ture is quite cold, freeze it. The whites of the eggs may 
be used for cake or soda water foam. 

For dispensing from the ice cream cabinet use the 
ice cream ladle. By a mechanical attachment, easily op- 
erated by the hand holding the ladle, the ice cream is de- 
tached from the bowl and may be readily dropped into 
the glass, thus saving time and breakage. 

A good quality of ice cream may be obtained accord- 
ing to the following formula: 


RN I KS wins See keW db bbaevns se xecevcaccen pt. 1 
Sn ED NID: sn pv 'bse'be) $0000 0000002 ee | 
Eggs (according to size). ........cccccccccccees No. 3-4 
NE suse kc oo hinnsoSbS5s bore bcdeseeewseses une lb % 


Crack the eggs separately and then with a fork re- 
move the “eye.” Put the eggs into a large, clean earthen- 
-ware bowl and whisk them up with an egg-beater, grad- 
ually adding the sugar. Pour both the milk and the 
cream into a clean pan and put the pan on the fire and 
allow its contents to come nearly to the boiling point, 
then remove and immediately pour the mixture upon 
the eggs and sugar, and thoroughly beat all together. 
Stand the freezer in cold water, strain the hot mixture 
into it through a muslin cloth, and when cold freeze. 

Ice cream, pure and simple, is obtained thus. Take 


a oer eer ree eer eee hy rr qt. 1 
Sugar : 


Mix the above well in a vessel with an egg and whisk 
until the sugar is quite dissolved. Now strain through 
muslin into the freezer and freeze. 


INSTRUCTIONS AND MEMORANDA. 


Always color and flavor the ice when in the freezer 
and as soon as the cream is found to be frozen through 
but is not “ hard.” 

These recipes can be made to do duty for almost any 
kind of ice creams. They can be left white and flavored 
with vanilla or banana, tinged a very pale straw-color 
with just a drop or two of saffron color, and flavored 
pineapple; a slightly deeper yellow (more saffron ex- 
tract), and flavored with extract of lemon; a faint, pale 
pink with liquid cochineal, and flavored with strawberry ; 
a deeper crimson pink with more cochineal, and flavored 
with raspberry; a careful mixture of extracts of saffron 
and cochineal and either some extract of orange or apri- 
cot are equally delicious. 

Never on any account whatever allow a mixture for 
a cream ice to boil. If by accident it does boil do not use 
it ; make a custard of it. Boiled ingredients play “ havoc ” 
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with the ice, and both make it gritty and curdle it. The 
watery particles of the milk or cream separate from the: 
other ingredients, and so, when frozen, the cream is full! 
of sharp little “ shingly ” pieces of ice. 

Ice cream is not a blanc-mange, jelly or pudding,,. 
therefore do not use gelatin, isinglass or any other sim- 
ilar abomination. Good ices cannot be made of water,,. 
milk or sour cream. Nor will milk alone produce a first- 
class result. Ices properly made should and do double 
themselves—i. e., two quarts of finished ice cream are: 
produced from one quart of mixture. 

The production of bulk, creaminess, foamy smooth- 
ness, delicacy and lightness are all high qualifications 
for ice cream work. The directions given herein are 
such that anybody may, by following them faithfully, 
produce an ice cream fit for the most fastidious palate. 





SOME LITTLE THINGS.’ 


By Pror. WiLBuR, L. SCOVILLE. 


Saget memes who have hieroglyphic prescrip-- 
tions, careless or slovenly clerks, and cut rates to. 
deal with, do not need to have their attention called to 
the importance of little things. It is enough for them to 
see the point, and then to attach the proper significance. 

It is the purpose of this paper to designate a few of 
the minor points in a couple of popular preparations,. 
which make a considerable difference in results. 

The first preparation will be designated as 


Liquor Thymoli Compositus, 
(ANTISEPTIC SOLUTION). 


He is a bold man who attempts to add to the confu- 
sion of formulas already in existence for this preparation. 
My only excuse is the fact that success, or rather satis- 
faction, with this preparation will depend more upon the 
quality and variety and the ingredients employed than 
upon variations in their proportions. 

As is well known, the ingredients commonly directed: 
are, oil of eucalyptus (or eucalyptol), thymol, menthol, 
oil of wintergreen, oil of peppermint, benzoic and boric- 
acids, alcohol and water. Other ingredients may be or- 
dered, but the above are almost universal. 

The eucalyptus odor and flavor predominate in this. 
preparation, but they usually receive the least attention. 

The recent work 6n Volatile Oils by Gildemeister &- 
Hoffmann describe 46 varieties of eucalyptus, all differ- 
ing from each other in odor and flavos. Hence the va- 
riety of eucalyptus employed is important. 

The variety which is almost universally used is. 
Eucalyptus globulus, because it is rich in eucalyptol. 

Another commercial variety is that of Eucalyptus 
odorata, which is nearly as rich in eucalyptol, but has a 
much sweeter odor and a softer flavor. The oil of 
Eucalyptus odorata can easily be obtained, and costs but 
little more than the other variety. 

A second point is the quality of benzoic acid em- 
ployed. There are two varieties of this acid’in use. The: 
most common is the synthetic acid, made from toluol, and 
costing about 60 cents per pound. The other variety is 
natural or true benzoic acid, obtained from: gum benzoin 
by sublimation. This costs about 20 cents per ounce, but 
is very much pleasanter, and softer in odor and flavor. 





1 This scarcely accords with the my ap page nae» ice-cream u-- 
facturers, who find the addition of a little gelatin or starch advisable. Corn 
starch mixed to a thin cream with cold milk is a per: addition to the hot- 
mixture just before it is withdrawn from the fire.— R. 


2 Read at the annual meeting of the Massachusetts: Pharmaceutical , 
ciation, June 12, 1901 ing Aeso- 
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and is more soluble in water. It makes a notable differ- 


ence in the preparation. 
THE FORMULA 


which I would offer for the antiseptic solution is the fol- 
lowing: 
GREE, soa Sia ake a Wisin sip sss 6 Biesh'e.VONO Oe Kee 1.0 Gm. or 3i 
Oil of eucalyptus odorata.............. 2.00 C.c. or 3ii 
Oil of gaultheria. ............c.cceee 0.75 C.c. or mxlv 
Oil of peppermint. ...........- ee eeeee 0.20 C.c. or mx 
Fluid extract of baptisia................ 8.00 C.c. or 3i 
Natural benzoic acid (from benzoin)....8.00 Gm. or 3i 
Boric acid 24.00 Gm. or 3iii 
375.00 C.e. or Oiii 
WES acd ip 065-0 1s SGT ase de yeh we eee 625.00 C.c. or Ov 
‘Taleum 20.0 Gm. or 3iiss 


Dissolve the oils, thymol, benzoic acid and fluid ex- 
tract in the alcohol and add the talcum. Dissolve the 
boric acid in the water, preferably with heat, and add to 
the alcoholic solution. (Heat favors the blending of the 
preparation. ) 

Allow to stand seven days, or better one month, shak- 
ing occasionally, then cool to about 10 degrees C. (50 de- 
grees F.), and filter. 

By cooling just before filtering the preparation is ob- 
tained in a condition to remain clear under ordinary 
changes of temperature. The preparation ripens on 
standing, and will improve with age, three to six months 
ripening giving the best results. It may, however, be 
used at once, if desired. 

It is important to use the variety of eucalyptus and 
benzoic acid directed, or this formula will disappoint. 

The use of Eucalyptus odorata oil and of natural ben- 
zoic acid is the real secret. 

The next preparation which I wish to present will be 
designated as 


Glycerin Tonic Compound. 


Like the other, there are formulas galore obtainable, 
‘but most, or all, of them disappoint because the resulting 
preparation is harsh in flavor and lacks a certain limpid 
sweetness and ripe quality which is desired. A little 
saccharin with a proper adjustment of the glycerin will 
impart the flavor, and a trace of acetic ether will impart 
the other quality. The value of acetic ether for impart- 
ing a mellow and fruity quality to aromatic preparations 
is frequently overlooked. 

The formula which I would offer is as follows: 


20 Gm. or 3v 

380 Gm. or 3i 
10.0 C.c. or 3iiss 
400 C.c. or 3xiiiss 
150 Gm. or 3v 

5 C.c. or mlxxv 


Ground gentian root 

Ground taraxacum root 
Spirit of orange, U. S. P. 
Sherry wine q. s. to percolate 


Phosphoric acid, 85 per cent 
Tinct. cardamom. comp 
Solution of saccharin N. F. 
SREY: UUM 60.60 0! 6:56.14 00.0 dine 6.840 08s 2.5 C.c. or mxl 
400 C.c. or 3xiiiss 
1,000 C.c. or Oli 


To make 

Moisten the mixed drugs with the spirit of orange and 
about 10 C.c. (3iiss) of wine, pack in a small percolator, 
and pour on sherry wine. When the fluid begins to drop 
from the percolator, close the lower orifice and allow the 
drugs to macerate 24 hours. Then start the percolation 
and allow to drop slowly, at a rate not exceeding one drop 
in five or six seconds, until 400 C.c. (or + Siiiss) of per- 
colate is obtained. In this dissolve the sugar (filter if 
necessary), then add the other ingredients in order, and 
finally add enough sherry wine to make a total volume of 
1,000 C.c. (or one quart). 

Boston, Mass., June 4, I90I. 


THE LLOYD REACTION FOR MORPHINE.’ 
By JosEPH L. Mayer, PuHar. D., 
brooklyn, N. Y. 


ag CE the publication of Professor Lloyd’s novel, 

“ Stringtown on the Pike,” the journals have con- 
tained various contributions relating in one way or an- 
other to the well-known bichromate-sulphuric, strychnine 
reaction. Prominent among those who have contributed 
articles on the subject is Mr. Seward W. Williams, who 
in the April number of The Druggists Circular elabo- 
rates his previous discussion concerning the possibility 
of mistaking a morphine-hydrastine mixture for strych- 
nine. He concludes that “the moral of the story 
[“‘ Stringtown on the Pike ”’] is not to place too much re- 
liance on any one of the generally recognized evidences of 
organic poisons.” 

In going over the reactions he finds that the morphine- 
hydrastine mixture, with a few drops of concentrated sul- 
phuric acid will, even in the absence of potassium bichro- 
mate, produce the violet-blue color which so nearly simu- 
lates the characteristic strychnine reaction that Professor 
Lloyd made it the theme of one of the most powerful cli- 
maxes of his deservedly popular novel. As a conse- 
quence, Mr. Williams proposes that “we should add to 
our list of alkaloidal color tests the two just mentioned, 
and know them as the Lloyd reactions for morphine and 
hydrastine, if agreeable to Professor Lloyd.” 

If the unknown is suspected to be morphine add a 
small amount of hydrastine and a few drops of concen- 
trated sulphuric acid; a violet-blue color appearing after 
five minutes indicates morphine. If hydrastine is sus- 
pected add to the sample a small amount of morphine and 
a few drops of concentrated sulphuric acid; a violet-blue 
color after five minutes indicates hydrastine. 

As a matter of fact, modern methods followed in toxi- 
cological analysis have so taken advantage of the solubil- 
ity of the alkaloids in the solvents employed in their sep- 
aration that even if some color reactions are common to 
several alkaloids, unless these alkaloids are separated in 
the same step in the examination the chances of error are 
minimized. 

It is the possibility of making an error that empha- 
sizes the necessity of having an unlimited number of tests 
of identity. 

Experiments recently made prove that chloroform will 
dissolve out of a solution sufficient morphine and hydras- 
tine to react violet-blue with concentrated sulphuric acid 
and potassium bichromate. While it is true that the reac- 
tion differs from that obtained with strychnine in persist- 
ing some time instead of being evanescent, it is easy to 
see how a mistake might easily be made. . 

Had “ Professor Drew,” the chemist in “ the String- 
town poisoning case,” been more observant, and applied 
other tests than the bichromate one, his testimony would 
not have supplied the powerful link it did in the prosecu- 
tion’s strong chain of circumstantial evidence. 

Tests of identity and confirmatory ones are not only 
necessary in examinations of this character, but required 
by the pharmacist to enable him to identify the alkaloids 
he purchases and dispenses. For example, the United 
States Pharmacopeeia requires that quinine “ should not 
produce a red color with nitric acid (difference from 
morphine).” 

These facts suggested to the writer that if hydrastine, 
when mixed with any alkaloid other than morphine in the 
presence of concentrated sulphuric acid, after five minutes 
stirring failed to produce the violet-blue color, the reac- 


1 Presented at the annual meeting of the New York State Pharmaceutical 
Association at Buffalo, June 6, 1901. 
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tion would be a valuable addition to the tests for differ- 
entiating morphine from other alkaloids. 

The following are the results of the experiments made 
to determine this question. 

The conditions and method of applying the tests were 
alike throughout, and consisted in mixing approximately 
one part of hydrastine with eight parts of the other alka- 
loid. After the addition of a few drops of concentrated 
sulphuric acid the mixture was stirred with a glass rod 
for at least five minutes. 

In view of the fact that many alkaloids give colora- 
tions for the first few minutes which are totally different 
from the end reaction, the direction to “ stir at least five 
minutes ” must be strictly observed. 

The alkaloids operated upon, those most likely to be 
found in the drug store, were the purest obtainable. 

The following table gives the colors produced by stir- 
ring the alkaloids named with hydrastine and concen- 
trated sulphuric acid for five minutes: 


ED. Ss hvas pSse cduvee eh psceweee Brown. 
EN ives sip bh valet weeds s'ses saan Pinkish. 
SEED Ty She bi Goes ab se Was abocs cue Greenish-brown. 
PE CAS bie oe be tes ap buss eewesy Light-brown. 
ere rT Dirty-white. 
ol. 0 are eer Dirty-yellow. 
NG Soa xubsees Ven eba vane eae Dirty-white. 
POL cobs tbs eb saebesudcsneanees Unaffected, 
ee ee ee ee Pinkish. 
a rer Mahogany. 
RECESS SGC veoh ee sanehaddsee,e Violet to purple. 
CDS sive bis buss ben kes sauces Pale-yellow. 
Li Weil, ces h seas veeee eee Dirty-white. 
Re eE Vs oka vawlpdebiind seen sas Violet-blue. 
Brees sa cheno cebackes Light-brown. 
PT cannes coe Sess bss banka oe Light-green. 
MESCSES4055s 565% 6 Ses 36s 5% Ses Greenish-yellow. 
Racin teickscscuekt atie-vesee Greenish-yellow. 
ED. Secs goK vss oe esky koiore eh « Dirty-white. 
NOEE Chak eiradl eas enesbicisncios am Royal purple. 


An analysis of these results shows that but three out 
of the twenty samples examined give a violet-blue color 
under the above conditions—viz.: Heroine, morphine and 
veratrine. 

Among the number only one gives a cherry-red color 
with cold concentrated sulphuric acid—viz., veratrine. 

The remaining two are differentiated by nitric acid; 
an orange-red color indicates morphine, and a yellow 
color heroin. 

When we consider the sharpness of the reaction with 
the simplicity and ease of application it becomes apparent 
that Lloyd’s test for morphine is one worthy of a place 
among the alkaloidal color reactions. 

Fully realizing the importance attaching to the neces- 
sity of subjecting as many alkaloids as possible to the 
test, the writer regrets exceedingly that the number at his 
disposal was so limited, but hopes in the near future to 
report on those not included in the present work. 





Petrosulphol (Ichthyolum Austriacum).—The am- 
monium salt of sulpho-ichthyolic acid. This product 
(L’Union Pharmaceutique, May, 1901), is thicker and 
darker than ichthyol, and has a less penetrating odor than 
the latter. It is easily soluble in water, giving ‘an acid 
reaction in solutions. The watery solutions give a green 
fluorescence. It is partly soluble in alcohol, ether, ben- 
zine, petroleum ether, and completely soluble in glyce- 
rine, insoluble in fixed and essential oils. It can be in- 
corporated in ointment bases. The dried product con- 
tains 16 per cent. of sulphur. It is used as ointment, etc., 


like ichthyol, usually in the strength of 10 per cent. in 
petrolatum or glycerine. 
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THE SYNTHESIS OF PERFUMES. 


HE development of the artificial perfume industry is 
the subject of a recent article in the English 
scientific periodical Nature. This industry has made 
rapid progress during the past twenty-five years, and 
gives promise of great chemical and financial prosperity. 


METHODS OF PRODUCTION. 


The scientific methods adopted in the new industry 
consist, in the main, of three: (1) In the extraction of 
odoriferous compounds from the natural products in 
which they occur; (2) in the artificial preparation of nat- 
urally occurring odoriferous compounds by synthetic 
processes ; and (3) in the manufacture of materials pos- 
sessing odors resembling those of naturally occurring 
substances of pleasant smell. 


ARTIFICIAL BITTER ALMOND OIL. 


The odoriferous principle of bitter almond oil was one 
of the first isolated and subsequently synthesized ; the oil 
was obtained during the Middle Ages by distilling bitter 
almonds with water, while, nowadays, only very small 
quantities are prepared from the almond. Apricot kernels 
are first freed from fatty oils by hydraulic pressure, and 
then caused to undergo a fermentative process. The ker- 
nels contain a glucoside, amygdalin, which, at a suit- 
able temperature, is hydrolyzed by an unorganized fer- 
ment, emulsive, also present, with formation of benzalde- 
hyde, C,H,.CHO, hydrogen cyanide and grape sugar, 
in accordance with the equation 


Cop Ho;NO,, -+ 2H,O = C,H,.CHO + 2C,H,,0, 
4+ HCN 


The mass is then distilled in a current of steam, and 
the resulting oil separated from the aqueous distillate 
and freed from the prussic acid which it still retains. 
Liebig and Wohler first separated pure benzaldehyde in 
1832. 

rr is prepared on a large scale by the hy- 
drolysis and oxidation of benzyl chloride by boiling it 
with cupric or lead chloride solution ; the artificial oil re- 
tains with great tenacity traces of benzyl chloride, and the 
penetrating, unpleasant odor of this impurity renders the 
product fit only for scenting common soaps, and prevents 
its use in perfumery. Nitrobenzene C,H,.NO,, the 
highly poisonous so-called oil of mirbane, has an odor 
very similar to that of benzaldehyde, and is sometimes 
used in its place. 


THE CONSTITUTION OF VANILLIN. 


Vanillin, the odoriferous principle of the vanilla bean, 
is an aldehyde of the constitution 


HO e 
| CHO, 
\ 


CH,O / 
/ 

and was artificially prepared in 1874 by Tiemann and 
Haarmann ; the original method of preparation consisted 
in oxidizing coniferin, a glucoside contained in the sap of 
various conifer, with chromic acid. Many different 
methods of preparing vanillin have been patented, but it 
seems to be mainly obtained from eugenol, 


HO FN 
| | CH: CH . CH,, 
A, 


a phenol contained to the extent of 70 to 90 per cent. in oil 
of cloves; this is heated with alkali, which converts it into 
isoeugenol 


CH:O 
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AND 


CH:CH.CH,, 


and the latter is then oxidized to vanillin. 
HELiOTROPIN. 
The nearly related aldehyde, piperonal, 


U 
CH.f 
\O 


| CHO 
ae : 


which has a very powerful odor resembling that of the 
heliotrope, and is consequently used in perfumery under 
the name of “heliotropin,” is largely prepared from sa- 
frol, a methylenic ether contained in oil of sassafras and 
oil of camphor. 

Anisic aldehyde 


si. 


oxo | 
ni eee 
which has an intense odor resembling that of the haw- 
thorn flower, was greatly in use a few years ago; it is pre- 
pared from anethol, the ether constituting 80 or 90 per 
cent. of oil of anise. 


CHO, 


THE PERFUME OF TONKA BEAN. 
Cumarin, orthohydroxycinnamic anhydride, 


( ) CH: CH 
| 
V7 O—CO, 
is the material to which the tonka bean, sweet woodruff 
and new-mown hay owe their characteristic odors; it was 
synthetically prepared by W. H. Perkin, Sr., in 1868, 
by heating sodiosalicylic aldehyde with acetie anhydride, 
and was obtained commercially by this method until its 
recent discovery in considerable quantities in Liatris odor- 
atissima (deer tongue leaf), a herb indigenous to Florida, 
provided a cheaper method of preparation. 

Cinnamicaldehyde, to which oil of cassia owes its dis- 
tinctive smell, was first synthesized by Strecker ; the alde- 
hyde is readily obtained by condensing benzaldehyde with 
acetaldehyde in presence of soda. 


THE SYNTHESIS OF CITRAL. 


The aldehyde citral or geranial, C(CH,), : CH.CH,. 
CH,C(CH,) ; CH.CHO, constitutes about 6 per cent. 
of oil of lemons and about 80 per cent. of lemongrass oil. 
It is largely prepared commercially from lemongrass oil, 
and is accompanied in nature by its dihydro-derivative, 
citronellal, C(CH,), : CH.CH,.CH(CH,).CH,.CHO. 
Citral was synthetized from acetoacetic ether by Tiemann 
in 1898, and is converted by reduction into the alcohol, 
geraniol. Similarly, citronellal yields on reduction the 
corresponding alcohol, citronellol; geraniol, further, can 
be converted into an isomeric alcohol, linalool, by heat- 
ing with water. These three alcohols, geraniol, citronel- 
lol and linalool, yield esters with acids, such, for exam- 
ple, as linalyl acetate. These aldehydes and alcohols, to- 
gether with a number of the esters formed with fatty 
acids, occur in many etherial oils. 


THE ODORIFEROUS PRINCIPLE OF THE ROSE. 


Otto of roses is obtained in the East, in Bulgaria, Ger- 
many, and, to a small extent, in France by distilling fresh- 
ly gathered rose leaves with water ; it contains a wax-like 
hydrocarbon, the so-called stereoptine, and during the last 
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month (November, 1900) Walbaum and Stephen have 
shown that German rose oil owes its odor to geraniol, ci- 
tral, citronellol, linalool, nonylic aldehyde C,H,,.CHO, 
and phenylethlic alcohol, C,H,CH,.CH,.OH. 

Terpineol is found in many essential oils, and is read- 
iy and cheaply prepared by the action of dehydrating 
agents upon terpin hydrate, which in turn is easily pre- 
pared from turpentine oil; terpineol has a powerful odor 
of lilac. 

: IRONE AND IONONE. 


The odor of fresh violets possessed by oil of orris is 
due to the presence of a small proportion of a ketone to 
which Tiemann and Krueger have given the name irone. 
A patent was obtained by Hermann & Reimer for a 
method of separating this ketone from oil of orris. Tie- 
mann and Krueger before actually ascertaining the con- 
stitution of irone, conceiving the possibility of preparing 
a substance of the same molecular composition as irone 
from citral, endeavored to do so in order to obtain infor- 
mation as to the constitution of the ketone. They found 
that, on allowing a mixture of citral and acetone to re- 
main in contact with baryta solution, an ordinary acetone 
condensation slowly occurs with formation of a ketone, 
the so-called pseudoionone, having the constitution 
CHC) CALS : aie Samia : CH.CH : CH.CO. 

8° 

Pseudoionone has a peculiar but not very pronounced 
smell and, when heated with a mixture of water, glycerol 
and sulphuric acid, undergoes conversion into an isomeric 
ketone termed ionone, which possesses the constitution 


(CHs)2C CHCH:CH.CO CH: 


| 
H:C CHCHs 
a¢ = dn 
It is a very remarkable fact that the two ketones, irone 
and ionone possess odors so similar that either when 
pure or diluted with alcohol, a trained nose is only just 
able to distinguish between them. 





New Reaction for Saccharin.—A. Leys finds 
that a solution of saccharin in the presence of a very di- 
lute solution of ferric chloride and a trace of hydrogen 
dioxide develops a violet color, which is very permanent. 
The ferric chloride reagent is prepared by diluting 2 Ce. 
of the solution, sp. g. 1,264, to 100 Cc. with distilled wa- 
ter. The hydrogen dioxide used is a dilution of 1 Cc. of 
10 volume strength in 200 Cc. of water. To 5 Cc. of a 
solution containing saccharin, 2 drops of the ferric chlo- 
ride reagent is first added, then 2 Cc. of the dilute hydro- 
gen dioxide; in the course of thirty to forty-five minutes 
a distinct violet coloration will be obtained. In testing 
milk for saccharin, the casein and fatty matter are precipi- 
tated by means of solution of potassium acid sulphate, in 
the presence of a little alcohol; the clear liquor is de- 
canted and shaken out with ether. The ether extract is 
evaporated and the residue dried at 99 degrees C., then 
treated with 5 Cc. of water. If this solution has a sweet 
taste, the presence of saccharin is confirmed by the test 
described above. Butter is dissolved in a mixture of 
equal volumes of chloroform and alcohol. This solution 
is washed with twice its volume of water; the aqueous 
layer is decanted, evaporated and tested as above. Ifa 
color be obtained as socn as the ferric chloride solution 
is added, before the addition of the dilute hydrogen diox- 
ide, the presence of a phenolic body is indicated. Simi- 
larly, the formation of a white precipitate with ferric 
chloride points to the occurrence of an aromatic acid.— 
Comptes rend., 132, 1,056, and Phar. Jour. 
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PRESCRIPTIONS CRITICISED. 


T. S. Wokes, in a recent communication to the Liver- 
pool Pharmaceutical Students’ Society, presented a num- 
ber of prescriptions for criticism and comment, as fol- 
lows: 


Sodii bicarb 
Sodii bibor 


The spray solution : to be mixed with an equal amount 
of hot water, and used as a spray for the nose and throat. 

This gave a precipitate of zinc borate. It was ex- 
plained that the borax and glycerin would become acid, 
which would result in the bicarbonate giving off CO,, and 
the final precipitate would be a mixture of zinc carbonate 
and borate. 

II. 
DOL < ch anc cepish suesivngn avenue peiae sds ead ale Mxv 


One tablespoonful every hour. 
Mr. Wokes made a mucilage in the bottle, with mucil. 


tragac., and ran tr. benzoin. co. in, shook well, and grad- 
ually added water. 


€alcii chloridi 

Sodii bicarb 

OE... iv ln Gh ks sSbaeust wet cebeueecasasin aij 

Aque anethi ad 

Ft. mist. 

3j. t.d.s. post cib. ex aqua. 

The reader of the notes found there was effervescence 
and a precipitate of calcium carbonate, and thought that 
the chloride must have been acid. It was explained that 
the effervescence was due to the salts not reacting to form 
a calcium bicarbonate, and the CO, being therefore ex- 
pelled from the mixture. 


Lin. bellad 5vj 
mperary. Clekt, 0 per Cont.) . ..c cscs cccccccccsces 3ij 
Sig.: The liniment. 

Mr. Wokes made a good liniment by using olive oil to 
dilute the oleate. It was advised to use castor oil and 
stronger spirit, with the equivalent of liquid extract of bel- 
ladonna, if a clear liniment were desired. 


Pulv. zinci oxid 
Liq. atropine 
Sacch. lact 


‘Ft. cachet. Mitte vj. 
One cachet every four hours. 
Mr. Wokes said this was a very ingenious method of 


prescribing so as to get a small dose of atropine into a 
cachet. 


— strychnisze 
SE Wk a's <.0cieea sas suwkweNeevexened eee DIS 
Liq. Fowieri ; 


Ft. mist. 

5ss. ex aqua t.d.s. 

As the liquor Fowleri was alkaline it would precipi- 
tate the strychnine, so a “ shake ” label was put on. But 
it was observed by one of the members that what would 
precipitate the strychnine, if anything, was rather the spt. 


ammon. arom. A “shake” label was advisable, but the 
chance of strychnine coming out was debatable, its sol- 
ubility being 1 in about 7,000 in water alone, and with 
the amount of spirit in this mixture this solubilty would 
be much greater. Dangerous strychnine mixtures were 
those where an alkali and spirit of chloroform in excess 
were ordered, for the strychnine was thrown out by the 
alkali, taken up again by the chloroform, and this sep- 
arating would carry with it the alkaloid, which would con- 
sequently almost all be taken with the last dose. 


Hyd. chloral 
Antipyrin 

Tr. belladon 

Aq. chloroformi ad 


Sumat unciam h.s. 

In this case the author found a thick precipitate ad- 
hering to the sides of the bottle, but by diluting the solu- 
tions of the salts separately and then mixing, a finer pre- 
cipitate was produced. Perhaps some member could tell 
him what the precipitate was. He was told that it was 
chloral antipyrin—a definite compound—and was more 
readily formed in a strong than in a dilute solution, es- 
pecially in the presence of potassium bromide. 


Syr. ferri iodidi 

ee MEER os 5535 5.565 50 000s sos ade 100.0 0S oe eSinie ais 

Lig. strychnine hyd 

Tr. quin. ammon 

Aq. menth. pip. ad 

Ft. mist. 

5ss. ex aqua t.d.s. post cibos. 

It was noted that this mixture became very dark in 
color—due to the alkali in the tr. quinina—a bad mixture. 


Antipyrin 

Sodii nitrit 

Tr. belladonnz 

Tr. lobelize seth 

Tr. stramonii 

Vin. ‘ipecac 

Glycerin. q.s. ad 

Dissolve and strain. 

To be used with the spray. 

Mr. Wokes exhibited this as an extraordinary pre- 
scription—the doctor waited for it and had it filtered 
clear. Mr. Wyatt asked if Mr. Wokes had made any ex- 
periments with a view to ascertaining what took place in 
the mixture on standing—he should expect to find that 
the natural acid in the vin. ipecac. had liberated nitrous 
acid from the sod. nit., and that a good amount of nitroso- 
antipyrin had been formed, with, consequently, a deep 
green tint in the liquid. 

%, 

Ung. hydrarg. oleat. (5 per cent.).......seeeesevees 

FUCT,; GAIA... vc cccscdccvesess paekueu 

M. Fiat ung. 

To be rubbed in well every night. 

Mr. Wokes had made this by warming the oleate in 
a stoppered bottle, and adding the ether when cool, shak- 
ing well. A good smooth cream was turned out. 


XI. 
Apomorph. hyd..........scccccceseceees pies ee 


ee | 
Lig. ammMon. acet..........ccccecccces shel Veen ou eane 
Spt. seth. nit 

Vin. ipecac 


Ft. mist. 
This was communicated by a friend of the author. It 
developed a green color on standing, due, most likely, to 











the action of the spirit of nitre. Apomorphine solutions 
are very liable to become green, and even when freshly 
made a green tint can be noticed. He did not know of a 
method to prevent it. Mr. Wyatt said it could be pre- 
vented by the judicious use of dilute acid, and for keep- 
ing a length of time he should try Saul’s method for keep- 
ing physostigmine sulphate solutions by adding a little 
sulphurous acid. 





“ Rare Case of Fluorine Poisoning. 


The New York Medical Journal for July 6 contains a 
paper by Dr. Fritz Schwyzer, pathologist to the German 
Hospital, New York, giving details of an extremely in- 
teresting and rare case of fluorine poisoning, which must 
be regarded as an important contribution to toxicology. 
Omitting purely clinical details, the case may be stated 
thus: The patient, a journalist, thirty-eight years old, was 
in the habit of drinking large quantities of bottled beer. 
On December 26, 1900, he complained of pain in his left 
leg. The leg became much swollen and the pain increased. 
It yielded to treatment, but on February 25 the leg again 
swelled enormously, and accompanying this was intense 
abdominal pain, followed by swelling of the right leg and 
skin of the lower abdomen. The patient then complained 
of pain “ in every bone in his body.” 

A thorough clinical examination of the urine, faeces 
and blood was made, and while determining the percent- 
age of hemoglobin in the blood, Dr. Schwyzer noticed 
that the blood clotted as soon as it was drawn, forming a 
solid mass almost immediately. This rapid clotting was 
practically the first point which made him suspect that 
some chemical disturbance was present. 

A number of investigations were made to determine 
the cause of the rapid coagulation, which it would take 
too long to explain in detail. After evaporating the blood 
and incinerating the dried residue, the ash was extracted 
with distilled water. On adding the water fo the ashes 
an intensely penetrating odor was noticed, which was 
identified as that of hydrofluoric acid. It resembles the 
odor of muriatic acid but is more pungent. In the course 
of further investigations the blood was again dried and 
incinerated. This was carried on in a nickel dish. On 
removing the ashes from this vessel the surface of the 
latter seemed slightly corroded. As ordinary blood 
does not attack nickel upon incineration, or only in the 
very slightest degree, the corrosion was deemed to have 
been produced by fluorine. But this time fluorine could 
no longer be determined in the ashes; it, therefore, must 
have gone into combination with the nickel. A quantity 
of the same blood was evaporated on a glass dish, and 
upon removal of the dry residue the dish appeared etched. 
This demonstrated the preseace of fluorine. The element 
was also detected in the urine by appropriate tests. 

The presence of fluorine, in perceptibly large quantity, 
in the patient’s body having been thus demonstrated, and 
the symptoms exhibited by the patient pointing to chronic 
fluorine poisoning, the questions arose,- How did the 
fluorine get into the patient’s body? and, By what vehicle ? 
Suspicion was at once directed to the beer, which the pa- 
tient consumed in large quantities. He always used the 
same brand of beer, from the same bottler, and for the 
last two years he had drank it in daily quantities of from 
eight to ten pints, or three cases of twenty-four pint 
bottles a week. 

The beer was submitted to a complete analysis. The 
first researches were negative, as the fluorine first isolated 
combined immediately with the glass of the bottle, form- 
ing fluorsilicum, which was precipitated on the inner sur- 
face of the bottle as a gelatinous substance. 


¢ 
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The presence of fluorine in the beer was finally proved 
by the same process as that observed in examining the 
urine of the patient ; on evaporating a quantity of the beer 
from a glass dish, the surface of the dish was eaten into 
and took on an etched appearance. 

By leaving thin leaves of aluminum in a bottle of the 
beer for some time, aluminum fluoride was formed, which 
method is stated by Dr. Schwyzer to be of use in collect- 
ing the fluoride from a large quantity of the beer. 

After determining the cause of the patient’s condition 
in this way, no special difficulties presented themselves 
in fixing upon a plan of treatment. The elimination of 
the accumulated fluorine from the system was accom- 
plished by the administration of saline aperients, and sat- 
urating the system with salt. Two or three bottles of 
Vichy Celestin were ordered to be taken daily, and, be- 
sides, Hunyadi Janos or Carlsbad Water ir. the morning, 
and, on account of the lack of chlorides (observed in the 
urinary analysis), well-salted food and dilute hydro- 
chloric acid after meals. The case went to recover. 

From a study of the case it was concluded that fluorine 
is capable of a cumulative action under certain conditions. 
In small doses it is a relatively harmless preservative 
agent; but so soon as it is given a chance to accumulate 
in the body through continued administration it becomes 
dangerous, and its employment should be prohibited by 
law. This applies especially to bevérages and food stuffs 
that are consumed regularly and in large quantities, par- 
ticularly beer, canned vegetables, milk and meat. 





Tyratol is the name given to thymol carbonate 
(Pharm. Z¢’g., March 20, 1901), produced by the action 
of phosphene upon sodium thymolate. It occurs as a 
white, crystalline powder, of neutral reaction, and having 
a slight odor of thymol. The dose is 2 Gm., three or four 
times daily. In children, 0.5 to 1 Gm. The results are 
best with tapeworms and round worms. 


Calcium Glyceroarsenate.— The success which 
has attended the therapeutic employment of glycero- 
phophates has suggested to Pagel the possibility of using 
the salts of glycero-arsenic acid in a similar manner. So 
far only calcium glyceroarsenate has been prepared, but 
the clinical results obtained with it by Spillmann are suffi- 
ciently promising to suggest that probably this combina- 
tion will be found very serviceable for the exhibition of 
arsenic in the many diseases in which it is of value. Cal- 
cium glyceroarsenate is described as forming a gritty 
powder, insoluble in alcohol and in water, but readily dis- 
solved by weak acid solutions, such as that of citric acid. 
Arsenic is not precipitated from these by the reagents 
which usually throw it down; it is necessary to complete- 
ly disintegrate the molecule before its presence can be re- 
vealed. It is prepared by digesting molecular propor- 
tions of arsenic acid for several days in glycerin, until the 
mass assumes a brownish tint; this is then diluted with an 
equal quantity of water, and neutralzed with milk of lime. 
After filtration and evaporation, the lime salt is precipi- 
tated by means of alcohol, the precipitate is collected and 
washed, first with alcohol, finally with ether, and dried. 
The therapeutic experiments are not yet complete, but 
show that the salt is of certain value in the treatment of 
tuberculosis. Patients under its influence have gained in 
weight and strength. The initial dose was 114 grains per 
diem, gradually increased until no less than 23 grains 
have been given. Since the salt is very rapidly eliminated 


by the kidneys no ill effects have been observed to follow 
its use even in these large doses. It is given by the mouth, 
in the form of granules—Journ. de Pharm [6], 13, 449, 
and Phar. Journ. 
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DRUGGISTS’ COURSE IN OPTICS 


Conducted by C. H, Brown, M.D., 
President of the Philadelphia Optical College 


This series of papers is designed to furnish information which 
ts required by druggists for the intelligent handling of a line 
of optical goods.. The first of the series appeared in our tssue 
for September 24, 1900. 


(Nineteenth Paper.) 


NUMBERING OF LENSES. 
HE present time is a transition period in the nomen- 
clature of the numbering of lenses, and we note the 
passing of the old inch system and the general adoption 
of the newer and better dioptric system. This adds some- 
what to the difficulty of the subject, because the optician 
must necessarily have knowledge of both systems, and a 
clear understanding of the method of converting one into 
the other. The handling and prescribing of lenses being 
the optician’s chief work, it is just as essential for him 
to comprehend the system by which they are ground and 
their focal distance or refractive power measured as it is 
to be familiar with the methods of adjusting them for 
the correction of refractive errors. 

About forty years ago the present system of measure- 
ment of lenses in inches was practically introduced. Pre- 
vious to that time there was no uniform system, but the 
lenses in common use were distinguished by arbitrary 
names or numbers. A manufacturer might make twenty 
grades of lenses, and number them from one to twenty 
as a matter of convenience. Another manufacturer 
might make only twelve grades of lenses, and he would 
naturally number them from one to twelve, although they 
might embrace the same range as the first mentioned. 
Every manufacturer had his own system of numbering, 
and this lack of uniformity could result only in confu- 
sion; therefore in order to clear up this muddled state 
of affairs it gradually came to be understood that the 
number of the lens should indicate its focal length in 
inches. 

Although this was a great improvement over the old 
system of numbering lenses, a new source of error and 
confusion arose from the fact that the inches of the dif- 
ferent countries were not exact equivalents: the French 
inch equals 27 millimeters, the Austrian inch 26 milli- 
meters and the English inch 25 millimeters. 

In addition to its focal length the power of a lens de- 
pends also on the index of refraction of the glass of which 
it is made: this varies considerably, and introduces an- 
other source of error in the calculations. Even though 
the country is known where the lens was made and the 
value of the inch in that country, yet the exact power of 
the lens cannot be determined unless the index of refrac- 
tion is known as well. 


THE INCH SYSTEM. 


According to the inch system of numbering lenses a 
glass of one inch focus is taken as the standard or unit, 
having a value of */,. 

There is no need for a lens as strong as this in prac- 
tice, and hence it is not included in the trial case. All 
the lenses in common use are weaker, and must be ex- 
pressed in fractions. A lens having a focal distance of 
two inches—that is, twice the length of the focal distance 
of the unit—would possess one-half its strength, and 
would be expressed by the fraction %. A lens having a 
focal distance of ten inches—that is, ten times the focal 
length of the unit—would possess only one-tenth of its 
power, and would be expressed by the fraction 1/,,. 
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Thus it will be seen that the weaker lenses are fractional 
parts of the unit, and that the denominator of the fraction 
expresses its focal length. 

This is the system that has been in common use until 
of late years, and is still adhered to by the older opticians 
of the present day; and, although a fairly satisfactory 
system, it is open to the following objections: 

1. It represents the focal distance of a lens rather than 
its refracting power, and it is the latter in which the op- 
tician is more particularly interested. 

2. The variation in the value of the inch in different | 
countries, which has already been referred to. 

3. The unit of the inch system is so strong that it is 
never used, and the weaker numbers which are in com- 
mon use must be expressed in fractions. 

4. The interval between the lenses is not regular nor 


_ uniform. The interval between any two lenses of the 


inch system can never be the same as between two other 
lenses of the same system; for instance, the interval be- 
tween a nine inch and a ten inch lens is not the same as 
between a ten inch and an eleven, or between an eleven 
and twelve; which is made more evident when we reduce 
the sum to its proper fractions, and consider the differ- 
ence between '/, and 1/,,, between !/,, and */,,, and be- 
tween '/,, and /,,. In the first it is +/.), in the second 
it is 1/,,., and in the third */,,,, showing very evident 
differences. This lack of uniformity in the intervals 
between the lenses, and the irregular gradations between 
the numbers, certainly constitutes a substantial objec- 
tion to the inch system. 

5. The last and perhaps the greatest difficulty is in 
the combination of lenses, as the addition and subtraction 
must be made entirely in fractions. Suppose for instance 
it is desired to combine a forty-inch lens and a twenty- 
inch lens. We are interested particularly in the refrac- 
tive power of the lenses, but we have only their focal dis- 
tances, which are forty and twenty inches respectively. 
We cannot add forty and twenty together ; how then can 
it be done? There are doubtless many opticians fitting 
glasses at the present day who would hardly be pre- 
pared to answer this question. 

The refractive power of a forty-inch lens is one- 
fortieth of the unit, and of a twenty-inch lens one-twen- 
tieth of the unit, and hence they are written */,, and ?/,9. 


Then the problem would be a + . = what? 


20 

Almost any bright school boy could work out this 
problem, but it is a somewhat tedious process ; consumes 
time, involves figuring and can scarcely be done mentally. 

We reduce them to a common denominator, when 
V/ sq == ™/eqq and 4/54 = *°/oeq, and the sum of the two 
equals °°/,,., which, on being reduced to its simplest form, 
equals about '/,,. Inasmuch as 40 is a multiple of 20, we 
know that ?/,, = 7/49, and thus we have '/,, and ?/,, = 
*/10 = */s8- , . 

But if we wished to add a forty-eight-inch lens to an 
eighteen-inch lens there is no short way of doing it, but 
we must add these numbers for our numerator and mul- 
‘tiply them for our denominator, when the result will be 
66/44, or about */,;. 

Suppose a patient is wearing an eleven-inch concave 
lens for distance, and a thirty-six-inch convex lens is 
placed over it for reading, what is the number of the read- 
ing glass? This practically means a subtraction of 1/5, 
from 1/,,, which, being worked out as indicated above, 
equals about */,,. 

Inasmuch as the necessity frequently arises in the 
every day experience of all opticians for the addition and 
subtraction of lenses, who will say that the use of these 
fractions does not constitute a formidable objection, and 
one that is fraught with many liabilities to error? 
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STORE MANAGEMENT. 


Conducted by W. A. Dawson. 

In addition to publishing a series of articles covering the commer- 
cial side of pharmacy, the editor of this department will en- 
deavor to discuss, criticise, advise and give information on 
any question pertaining to the business management of the 
drug store propounded by readers of the AMERICAN DRUuGGIST. 
This feature of the department is intended to constitute a busi- 
ness query column for the readers of the AMERICAN DRUGGIST, 
and all queries regarding business matters addressed to it will 
be freely answered. 





BOOKKEEPING, ACCOUNTING, AND 
FINANCIAL.— (Continued. ) 


FITTING UP THE OFFICE, 
AN OFFICE TICKLER. 


VALUABLE aid to office work is what bookkeepers 
callan “ office tickler,” or sometimes a “memory jog- 
ger,” the device being essentially a file so arranged that 
matters may be filed away to be attended to at a given 
day in the future. The device may be purchased from 
the makers of desks and filing cabinets and is most con- 
venient when fitted in one of the desk drawers. 

By means of thin cards with index tags the drawer is 
divided into a number of pockets, one for each day of 
the present month and one for dates in advance. 
proper pocket is slipped the bill or memoranda of any- 
thing to be attended to on each date, and the first duty 
of the morning is to lay out on the desk the contents of 
the pocket bearing that date. For example, a bill is re- 
ceived to-day with the terms “ two off ten days,” the bill, 
or a memorandum of it, is inserted in the compartment, 
say eight days ahead, and when that date ‘comes around 
this bill and the other matters to be attended to on that 
date will be emptied out on the desk for proper atten- 
tion. An office tickler is a great aid to the business man 
as it enables him to thoroughly keep track of things with- 
out having to “ keep them in mind.” 


THE PAYMENT OF BILLS. 


The business man who aims to keep his credit good 
must needs practice the utmost exactitude in the payment 
of bills, adhering closely to the terms on which he is sold; 
where a house sells him at two off ten days, thirty days 
net, the implied contract—in the business world an im- 
plied contract is as binding as a written one—is that if he 
wishes to take advantage of the cash discount his remit- 
tance must reach the party of whom he bought by the 
tenth day after the date of the bill, and not a day later. 

Some merchants are in the habit of paying bills within 
two or three days of date, without stopping to reflect that 
they are simply losing the use of the money for a few 
days. Even if the money is of no more use to them than 
to fatten their bank balance, there is no use paying it 
out when there is nothing to be gained by premature pay- 
ment. The merchant should, however, carefully see to it 
that his remittance is sent so that it will reach his cred- 
itor on the tenth day, and not start it off on the tenth 
to reach the creditor one or more days afterward, accord- 
ing to the distance it has to travel. 


A METHOD OF ORDERING AND FILING GOODS. 


My own method of ordering goods and filing the or- 
ders is as follows: the order is made in duplicate on the 
typewriter with the aid of carbon paper, the original be- 


Into its - 
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ing sent as an order, and the duplicate filed in a letter clip 
and hung up in the back room where goods are received 
and unpacked. When the goods arrive they are at once 
checked off on the duplicate, marked and put in stock. 
When the bill comes it is checked off from the duplicate 
and any omissions noted on the margin of the duplicate 
and afterward carried forward to the want book to be 
reordered. Then the bill is taken to the price book and 
the prices entered in that, the price book being a “ loose 
leaf” book, ruled as follows: 





Sell. 


Location Article. From. Date, Quantity. | Cost 


3 inches. lin. lin. lin 2in. 


win, | 
If the bill needs correcting—there is hardly one in ten 
absolutely correct from the jobbing houses—it is at once 
mailed back for correction and on its return is filed in a 
desk drawer marked “ To Pay,” after being first credited 
to the ledger account of the wholesale house from whence 
itcame. Small and sundry bills are filed in the same way, 
and a memorandum of the bill, or sometimes the bill it- 
self, if it is.to be paid in a few days, is placed in a pocket 
of the office tickler so that it will receive attention at the 
proper time. After a bill is paid it is then transferred to 
the filing cabinet, where it stays until the end of the year. 


THE PAYMENT OF BILLS. 


All bills are paid in ten days from date, even those of 
the jobbing houses from whom goods are received nearly 
every day, a remittance being made every ten days to 
cover as nearly as possible the goods purchased during 
that period. The amount remitted being in round fig- 
ures, it is not always possible to have it exact, as bills 
may not be in hand, or may have been returned for cor- 
rection, etc. Sometimes the remittances are slightly 
more than is owed, sometimes they fall a little short, but 
this method of paying secures an extra cash discount, a 
first-class credit and the assurance that the house will 
strain every nerve to satisfy the buyer and retain the ac- 
count. 

When a bill is incorrect the amount of the bill and 
the errors are noted on the duplicate order, so that a 
glance at the duplicate order file tells at once what orders. 
are out and the goods not yet received, and what bills 
have been received and sent back for correction. 


POINTS IN THE PURCHASE OF RUBBER GOODS. 


Buying rubber goods direct from the factory has other 
advantages besides a considerable saving in price. The 
goods are usually fresher, and in dealing direct with the 
maker you can hold him responsible for the quality.. A bad 
lot of goods is inevitable once in a while, but in dealing di- 
rect it is a simple matter to replace inferior with better 
goods. As to the advantage in price, my own experience 
a few years ago will illustrate that. We had been buying 
a bag in small quantites from the jobbing house, and pay- 
ing $8.50 for the two-quart size. Looking around for 
something better I found a superior looking bag at $8 
a dozen at a specialty house, and it was really of a better 
quality of rubber as well. After running this one season 
I discovered the address of the makers, and corresponded 
with them, with the result that I succeeded in buying the 
same bag direct for $7.50, though the trade-mark of the 
specialty house was no longer attached. The next season 
another rubber house in bidding for our trade offered to 
duplicate the bag for $7 per dozen, and the bag they gave 
us is still better than any of the others, being thicker, soft- 
er and containing less compound. It is not necessary to 
buy any very large quantity at a time, lots of three dozen 
assorted being the ustal order. 
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Cream of Current Literature 


A summary of the leading articles in contemporary pharmaceutical periodicals. 





American Journal of Pharmacy, July. 


The International Pharmaceutical Congresses. By 
Dr. Fr. Hoffmann.—The author begins the history of the 
international pharmaceutical congresses by a reference 
to the annual meeting of the French Society held at 
Strassburg, in August, 1864, at which the disadvantages 
of the constantly increasing manufacture of and trade in 
secret remedies were discussed, and a resolution adopted 
calling for an international conference of delegates of the 
representative pharmaceutical organizations for the con- 
sideration of and action upon this matter. The next step 
in the history of the organization was taken at the an- 
nual meeting of the general German Apothecaries’ As- 
sociation held September 14 to 16, 1864, at Wiesbaden. 
The committee which took up this matter suggested for 
consideration at the proposed Congress the subjects of 
uniformity of formulas in stronger galenical prepara- 
tions and in the units of weights and measures. In April, 
1865, an invitation for and programme of an international 
Congress was issued by the presiding officers of the North 
and South German Apothecaries’ Associations to be held 
in Brunswick on September 16 and 17, 1865. A few ses- 
sions were held only, and were attended by twenty-nine 
delegates representing twelve pharmaceutical societies of 
Germany, Austria, Russia, France and Sweden. The 
second Congress, which was held in 1867, at Paris, was 
attended by delegates from France, Holland, United 
States, William Procter, Jr., of Philadelphia, and John 
Faber, then presiding at Nuremberg, Germany, Austria- 
Hungary, Russia, Spain, Switzerland, Italy, Sweden and 
Egypt. At the third Congress held in Vienna in 1869 
the following countries were represented, Austria, Ger- 
many, Russia, France, Italy, Switzerland, England and 
the United States, John Faber, of Nuremberg, again ap- 
pearing as a delegate. An invitation was extended by 
the American Pharmaceutical Association at the meeting 
held in St. Louis in 1871 for the International Congress 
to meet at the Centennial Exposition at Philadelphia in 
1876. The invitation, however, was not accepted. The 
article is to be continued in a later number. 


Relationship Between Chemical Constitution and 
Physiological Action. By Prof. Virgil Coblentz.—Con- 
tinuing the article begun in the June number, the author 
takes up in this issue the relationship between taste and 
chemical constitution; the antipyretics, showing the va- 
rious steps: which have led up to the discovery of those 
antipyretics which are now in most general use, and the 
local anesthetics. 


Story of the Papaw. By F. B. Kilmer.—Continuing 
the article begun in the previous number, Mr. Kilmer di- 
rects attention to the milk juice which exudes from the 
papaw tree when its bark is cut. He advances the theory 
that the rapid coagulation of the papaw juice is due to the 
presence of a clotting enzyme, and states several of the 
reasons which have led him to advance this theory. This 
milky emulsion seems to be secreted in fairly large ves- 
sels lying just under the epidermis of every part of the 
plant. In the ripened fruit it seems to permeate through 
all parts of the fleshy portion of the fruit though in a 
somewhat changed character. The supply in a vigorous 
tree is very abundant, probably amounting to several hun- 
dred ounces, though no such amount could be obtained in 
practice. The dried milk is an article of commerce, a 


supply being usually obtained through the natives, who 





make an incision just through the rind of the green fruit, 
catching the milk which flows out in a dish, and which 
continues to flow slowly for about twenty-four hours. If 
the juice is allowed to dry on the fruit it becomes discol- 
ored, the best results being obtained by removing the 
juice immediately and spreading it out in thin layers to 
dry. The author gives the results of several analyses of 
the dried latex, together with his deductions therefrom 
as well as the observations which have been made on the 
subject by various investigators. The article is contin- 
ued. 


The Hofmann Haus. By H. V. Arny.—This build- 
ing, which was designed as a home for the German Chem- 
ical Society and kindred organizations and as a hospice 
for visiting foreign chemists, was erected at a cost of 
575,000 marks, as a memorial to A. W. von Hofmann, 
the great pioneer of the aniline industry, at 4 Sigismund 
strasse, Berlin, and was formally opened on October 20, 
1900. The initiative movement toward the erection of 
the building took place on Hofmann’s seventieth birth- 
day, when he was presented with a purse of 32,000 marks, 
which had been raised by subscriptions among his friends 
as a token of esteem. To this he added 8,000 marks of 
his own and returned the whole to the committee with 
the request that the sum be used for the advancement of 
chemical science. At the time of Hofmann’s death in 
1892, four years later, this had grown to 65,000 marks, 
and the German Chemical Society determined to use this 
amount as nucleus for the erection of a suitable memorial, 
and in November issued a call for subscriptions. With- 
in three years from the issuance of the original appeal the 
subscriptions and interest thereon amounted to 176,000 
marks, and during the next six months succeeded in 
bringing the funds up to 229,000 marks. In December, 
1896, a site was purchased for the building at a cost of 
275,000 marks, and a stock company was formed, bonds 
being issued, bearing 3% per cent. interest. These bonds 
to the value of 140,000 marks were subscribed for and re- 
turned to the corporation, all claims of payment for both 
principal and interest being waived. The remainder of 
the bonds were subscribed for, and the interest thereon is 
paid from the rentals re¢eived from the various societies 
which used the house as a place of meeting. The total 
subscriptions, amounting to 236,751 marks, were obtained 
from 1,350 subscribers, the amounts subscribed ranging 
from 50 pfennigs (12 cents) to 20,000 marks, 244 con- 
tributors furnishing 221,850 marks. The house is still 
left with a debt of 160,coo marks, which it is hoped will 
be wiped out by subsequent donations or legacies. The 
author gives the history of this undertaking as a warn- 
ing and guide to the American pharmacist interested in 
the establishment of the proposed Procter Memorial Re- 
search Laboratory. 


Pumpkin Seed Oil. By Willard Graham.—The au- 
thor finds that the commercial oil is obtained almost 
wholly by extraction, it being practically impossible to ex- 
press the oil from the seed on account of their porous 
character. He gives the results of examination of oil ex- 
tracted by himself and of that obtained in the open mar- 
ket. 


The Anise Seed Oils and Anethol. By George R. 
Pancoast and Lyman F. Kebler—The authors have ex- 
amined a number of samples of commercial oil, the major- 
ity of which are found to be of fair quality, though some 
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are very much adulterated. Oils are occasionally met 
with which, while having a low congealing point, are not 
adulterated. These are the so-called “ flower oils” ob- 
tained from a mixture of natural and artificially ripened 
seeds. Of five samples of commercial anethol examined, 
three were of fair quality. Two were labeled liquid 
anethol, and were simply redistilled oil of anise. 


Pharmaceutical Review, July. 


Legal Responsibility of the Pharmacist in the Sale of 
Poisons and Dangerous Substances. By J. H. Beal— 
This article, which consists of extracts from a lecture de- 
livered before the Department of Pharmacy of the Uni- 
versity of Michigan, covers a very interesting and im- 
portant field, and one which is rather neglected in the 
college curriculum. The liability of the pharmacist 
for the illegal sale of poison may be either criminal or 
civil. Where he sells or dispenses a poison contrary to 
the positive provisions of the criminal law and thereby 
becomes liable to prosecution in the name of the State 
this liability is a criminal one, and is independent of the 
question whether or not any injury results therefrom. 
Civil liability arises solely from injury done through a 
wrongful sale or improper dispensing of potent drugs, 
and is enforced through a civil suit for damages brought 
in the name of the person injured or of his representa- 
tives. Civil and criminal liability, while they may occur 
simultaneously, are independent of each other and may 
occur separately. Conviction or acquittal of criminal lia- 
bility does not affect civil liability. The author states 
that a poison is “ A substance which is inherently dele- 
terious to life and health, that it must be taken into the 
system—i. e., into the circulation, and that it must act by 
means other than mechanical.” He admits that this def- 
inition is open to criticism, since there is no known sub- 
stance which is inherently poisonous in any quantity no 
matter how minute, and it is this weak point which has 
led to the insertion in the model pharmacy law of the 
American Pharmaceutical Association of* a provision 
that it will not be necessary to place a poison label on the 
container “ when a single box, bottle or other package, or 
when the bulk of two fluid ounces, or the weight of two 
avoirdupois ounces, does not contain more than an adult 
medicinal dose of such poisonous substance.” On the 
whole a scientific definition of a true physiological poison 
is not sufficiently broad for all legal purposes while a le- 
gal definition broad enough to cover all noxious agents 
capable of destroying life would necessarily include many 
substances not true physiological poisons. The best legal 
definition of a poison is “ That which when administered 
is injurious to health or life.” A criminal administration 
of poison requires criminal intent, and the crime is the 
same whether or not the object is accomplished. Like- 
wise if the intent to kiil be proven, and another than the 
person intended takes the poison the crime of murder is 
complete. (This covers the charges in the Molineux 
case.) Civil responsibility arises from a mistake or neg- 
ligence upon the part of the druggist or of his employees. 
The druggist is responsible only for injuries resulting 
from the want of ordinary care and skill. The highest 
degree of skill is not required of him, although more 
would be required of a druggist than of a grocer in this 
direction. The mere proof that the druggist is generally 
extraordinarily careful is not mitigation of damages re- 
sulting from a specific act of negligence or carelessness. 
Where a druggist had ground a medicine in a mill that 
had previously been used for a poisonous drug he was 
held liable for damages resulting. The plaintiff must not 
only show negligence or error on the part of the defend- 
ant, but must also show that he himself was not guilty of 
contributory negligence. Even though the defendant has 
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been negligent the plaintiff has failed to recover where 
by due care upon his part he might have avoided the con- 


sequences of the defendant’s negligence. A druggist 
took down a jar containing extract of belladonna, which 
was so labeled, and began weighing out from it the quan- 
tity asked for under the impression that it was extract 
of dandelion. The .plaintiff without being invited took 
some of the extract from the jar, swallowed it, and be- 
came seriously ill from belladonna poisoning. The plain- 
tiff failed to recover damages on the ground that his own 
negligence had contributed directly to*the injury, since 
the druggist might have discovered the error before the 
drug contained in the package done up by him had been 
used. Where the druggist warns the purchaser of the 
dangerous character of the medicine even though he fails 
to label it poison he is not civilly liable for damages re- 
sulting, though in this case he might be criminally liable. 
The article will be continued in a later number, 


An Official Medicine Dropper. By Oswald Schreiner. 
—The author publishes an exhaustive study of the weight 
and size of drops, having made a thorough search of the 
literature of the subject and supplemented this by experi- 
ments. He points out that so far all argument and dis- 
cussion has been based upon the weight of the drop and 
not its volume. Since all the liquid preparations of the 
United States Pharmacopceia, with a few exceptions, are. 
based upon volume, and since they are dispensed by vol- 
ume it is as volume that the drop should be considered. 
Therefore, the author proposes that the drop be defined 
as 0.05 (1-20) part of a cubic centimeter, and that the of-. 
ficial medicine dropper be graduated accordingly. 


Guatacol Biniodide. Bw F, G. Ehlert—This sub-. 
stance is prepared by treating orthoguaiaco} with an ex-. 
cess of sodium hydroxide, recrystallizing under dimin-. 
ished pressure, dissolving and precipitating with, Lugol’s, 
solution. It forms a reddish brown tasteless powder. with, 
a faint odor of iodine, is readily soluble in alcohol, 
chloroform and fatty oils and insoluble in water and 
ether. The compound is easily decomposed. It has been 
suggested for use as an antiseptic and for the treatment 
of phthisis, though little attention has been bestowed 
upon it by the medical profession. 


Classification and Occurrence. of the Constituents of 
Volatile Oils. By Florence M. Gage and I. W. Brandel. 
(Continued.)—The current installment treats of the oc-. 
currence of methyl alcohol. 8 , Shin ea 


Druggists Circular, July. 


How Can Pharmacy Secure Recognition as a Profes-. 
sion? By F. E. Stewart.—The author explains at some. 
length that in order to be ranked as a profession, phar- 
macy must furnish its quota of altruistic service, and ad- 
vocates the formation of an organization of professional- 
ly educated pharmacists working in co-operation with 
the medical profession to relieve human. suffering. 


A New Desiccating Apparatus for Experimental 
Work. By Prof. L. E. Sayre—tThe. apparatus consists. 
of two accurately fitted hemispheres of four inches in 
diameter, the upper of which is fitted: with a stopcock and 
the lower with a diaphragm, upon which the material to, 
be desiccated is distributed. The lower hemisphere is 
surrounded by a hot water coil, and: the. previously desic- 
cated air is drawn upward through the. material spread: 
upon the diaphragm by means of- an. ordinary vacuum, 
pump. 

Some Commercial and Other Hints. By Joseph F. 
Hostelley.—The author cites a case in which the druggist. 
stood out manfully for his right to, charge a higher price. 
for a prescription than for the same. preparation not on a 
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physician’s order. The druggist set forth very clearly 
the claims of pharmacy to professional recognition, con- 
vincing his customer as he had convinced many others, 
and stated that he had gained not a little prestige by this 
method of procedure.—For storing hypodermic tablets a 
wall case is provided the back of which contains a per- 
pendicular board about two inches in thickness, into the 
face of which holes are bored just sufficient in diameter 
to contain the hypodermic vials. Beneath each hole is a 
number printed in plain black figures, and pasted inside 
the door of the.cabinet is an alphabetical index of the 
names of the tablets with reference figures telling the 
hole in which they will be found.—The author has ob- 
served two striking window displays, which vary from 
the usual type. One of these consisted of the prescrip- 
tion files fifteen years with a placard, “ Our yearly pre- 
scription files, look how they grow, 1885-1900.” An- 
other display consisted of a carefully cleansed window 
absolutely empty, save for four placards reading ‘“ Cour- 
tesy,” “Accuracy,” “ Promptitude” and “ Quality.”—A 
modern bread knife with a corrugated edge is an excel- 
lent instrument for cutting Castile soap—In rainy 
weather an umbrella receiver should always be placed at 
the door. 


The Art and Law of Merchandizing. By William L. 
Perkins.—This, the seventh paper in the series by Mr. 
Perkins, is devoted to the law of contracts. 


The Treatment of Heat Prostration.—A hospital phy- 
sician discusses the causation and treatment of heat pros- 
tration. If the temperature of the patient is high he 
should be bathed with cold water or rubbed with ice to 
reduce the temperature, the surface of the body being 
rubbed vigorously, the friction being applied preferably 
in the direction of the heart. A little whiskey and aro- 
matic spirit of ammonia should be given before the bath, 
which should be repeated whenever the temperature rises 
to 103. If the pulse does not improve under the bathing, 
stimulants such as whiskey, aromatic spirit of ammonia, 
strychnine and digitalis should be administered. Anti- 
pyretics should be avoided as a general rule. Small but 
frequent doses of cold, but not iced, water should be given 
and a cathartic administered as soon as the fever is con- 
trolled. The most dangerous form of prostration shows 
a low temperature, which must be combatted byactive stim- 
ulation hypodermically administered. It is almost im- 
possible to overstimulate these cases. Hot water bot- 
tles, bricks and blankets should be resorted to to raise the 
temperature to normal. The usual sanitary precautions 
are recommended for the advoidance of sunstroke. 


Pharmaceutical Era, July 4 and J1 


Laboratory Notes.—Frederick T. Gordon, Pharma- 
cist, United States Navy, describes three methods of as- 
saying white hellebore. The principal method followed 
was based on Lyons’ assay of veratrum viride. The two 
alternative methods are shorter, being described as fol- 
lows: Weigh out Gm. 12 of the drug in fine powder, put 
it into a four-ounce bottle, and pour on it exactly Cc. 100 
of a mixture of ether Cc. 88 and chloroform Cc. 12; 
shake thoroughly until all the drug is wetted by the liquid 
and add Cc. 5 of 12 per cent. ammonia water. Set aside 
with frequent shaking for at least six hours. Pour off 
exactly Cc. 50 of solvent from drug (equal to Gm. 6), 
evaporate to dryness in a dish, take up with a little acid 
free alcohol, add Cc. 10 of */,, sulphuric acid and ti- 
trate back with */,, alkali. Multiply the number of 


Cc. acid, neutralized by the alkaloids by 0.458; which 
will give the percentage of total alkaloids in the drug. 
_ Gordon’s third method is based on the exhaustion of the 








drug by dilute acetic acid, evaporating the acid solution to 
small bulk, shaking with ether to remove fatty substances, 
etc., then adding ammonia in excess and shaking out the 
alkaloids with ether and estimating as in the preceding 
process. Mr. Gordon also gives various indentity tests 
for vanillin and describes a method of estimating the pur- 
ity of a given sample. 


Quality of U. S. P. Chemicals—Fred. J. Wulling, 
Dean of the University of Minnesota, College of Phar- 
macy, gives the results of the examination of a number of 
U. S. P. chemicals and preparations. 


Advertising for the Pharmacist. By H. F. Ruhl.— 
The author, who begins his paper by characterizing a 
pharmacy as a department store on a large scale, never- 
theless contrives to give a good deal of sound advice on 
the subject of advertising a drug store. He declares that 
advertising is an expense and not an investment only (1) 
to a man who is mean, narrowminded, who overcharges, 
who takes advantage of his customers, or who sells in- 
ferior goods; (2) when advertising an article or line of 
goods at a very low price of which little or none is kept 
in stock, and then meeting the calls with, “I’m sorry, 
but we have sold out,” etc.; (3) when pursuing Bar- 
num’s policy—“ The people want to be humbugged.” 
Advertising is an investment according to Mr. Ruhl (1) 
when a store deserves to grow; (2) when a store has the 
goods advertised; (3) when the ads are truthful; (4) 
when the goods and service are what the prospective cus- 
tomer has a right to expect after reading the ads. 

Confining himself to newspaper advertising, circu- 
lars, booklets, store papers, etc., he gives preference to the 
folder or booklet. People are apt to read and preserve 
these where a circular would be thrown away. Small 
pages are recommended. It is extravagant to use any 
but good paper and ink. A cheap-looking piece of ad- 
vertising matter will convey the impression that inferior 
goods are sold at the store. The paper used should not 
be lighter than what is known as 70-pound. Effective 
color combinations may be made by using paper and ink 
of the same color, as paper of a light blue printed in 
bronze blue ink; light green paper printed in dark green 
ink. In the setting of a folder or booklet not more than 
two styles of type should be used. A 12 or 18 point type 
for headlines. [ ? in upper and lower case], and an 8 or 10 
point book type for the body matter. The title-page, of 
course, should have a larger face type. 

In regard to store papers, Mr. Ruhl lays stress on 
originality of matter. Let the greater part of the read- 
ing matter be advertising or something relating to the 
business. A drug store has many points of interest to 
the public. Tell the habitat of some common drugs like 
rhubarb, licorice, ipecac, poke, etc. Tell how stick lico- 
rice is made; why pepper is. gathered before it is ripe. 
Tell from what part of the plant cloves is obtained. Ex- 
plain how difficult it is sometimes to get two lots of drugs 
of the same color. State your reasons for declining to 
sell poisons to children. In localities where the major- 
ity of families have servants, mailing the paper is recom- 
mended as perhaps the least expensive method. In tene- 
ment districts house to house distribution works best. 

As to newspaper advertising, this is deemed most ad- 
vantageous for the druggist in a small city or country 
town. It is a good plan to contract for newspaper space 
by the inch. If much has to be said, more space can be 
used ; if the needs are not so great, the amount can be cut 
down. Advertising space is too expensive to use it to ad- 
vertise yourself, or your wit, if you have any. Talk to 
the many through the paper as you would to a customer 
at your counter. If you were trying to sell a hairbrush 
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how many arguments could you put forth why that par- 
ticular hairbrush, with solid back, with drawn French 


bristles, was desirable? In other words, write as you 
would talk. As to the setting of an ad in the newspaper 
our author’s advice is not to use a border where borders 
are freely used by others. If few use borders, then use a 
border. It is best to adhere to one style of setting with 
the ad in a regular position. The headline should be set 
in 24, 30 or 36 point—the size used depending on the 
space. The heading should be set in upper and lower 
case. The body of the ad should not be set in smaller than 
10 point type. If the paper is issued weekly, the ad 
should be changed every issue. If daily, change every 
day if possible, at least every second or.third day. Three 
different ads on one subject changed each issue are much 
better than one ad left unchanged in three issues. 


One Way to Advertise. By Nora J. Mitchell—The 
title of this is a misnomer. Some general rules for the 
conduct of a drug store are given, and these are stated to 
be effective in retaining the patronage of lady customers. 


Business Pharmacy.—Under this heading are printed 
articles embodying the personal experiences of druggists 
and drug clerks in economical methods of drug store man- 
agement. ‘J. M. M.” writes of the value of tact in drug 
store management, and speaks of it as the greatest gift 
that ever fell to the lot of man.—John R. Kelly handles 
the subject of the popular drug clerk, and alludes to the 
position he occupies in every day life. The opportunity 
afforded the drug clerk for the study of humanity is 
touched upon, and it is shown that the clerk must under- 
stand and sympathize with all the little ailments and frail- 
ties of the human body. There is one side of the drug 
clerk’s life which calls for the exercise of considerable in- 
genuity. This is in relation to the tales and gossip which 
come every day to his ears. It requires consummate skill 
and tact on the part of the clerk to avoid the pitfalls in his 
path. He must not divulge anything which has been con- 
fided to him by his customers, and while he is often the 
storehouse of all the news of the neighborhood, he must 
guard this zealously, and not let out anything that would 
probably give.rise to contention among his customers. 
The treatment of children who come to the store calls for 
consideration. Children should be treated with due 
courtesy and not growled at, as they can often induce their 
parents to let them go elsewhere, and thereby a great deal 
of trade. is lost. The clerk occupies a somewhat trying 
position, being placed between two fires, those behind 
the counter as well as those before it whom he must treat 
with respect and caution. No doubt the employer will 
at times appear overbearing and too exacting toward his 
clerks, especially during the rush hours, when everybody 
is more or less in haste. Then truly the clerk must call 
on his patience and try to preserve as far as possible both 
to those before the counter and also those behind it an 
appearance of serenity, and to receive with as good grace 
as possible the reprimand or admonition, whether de- 
served or not for the time being, that the head of the es- 
tablishment may deem it proper to administer—P. J. De 
Pree contributes some suggestions on things a clerk may 
do toward increasing the business and profits of the drug 
store. First, he says a word to the boy, telling him how 
to avoid breaking bottles by draining them in boxes in- 
stead of on the shelf or in the sink. Oily graduates and 
mortars should be cleaned with sawdust, which is fully 
as good as alcohol and much less expensive. Keep the 
metal and glass about the fountain well polished by mak- 
ing this a part of the morning’s work. Have regular 
times for looking over the syrups and stocking them. The 
general management of the soda fountain, including the 
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use of printed cards and signs is touched upon, and the 
author’s ideas regarding the treatment of customers and 
the clerk’s relations toward his employer are given. 


Buying Goods. By Addison Dimmitt—A paper read 
at the recent annual meeting of the Kentucky Pharma- 
ceutical Association, in which the various points con- 
cerned with the skillful buying of goods are emphasized. 


What is the Prime Cause of Failure of the Large 
Percentage of Applicants at the State Board of Phar- 
macy Examinations? By Louis Emanuel.—This paper 
was prepared in reply to a query of the Pennsylvania 
State Pharmaceutical Association, and it was presented at 
the last annual meeting. The author submits certain data 
which seem to indicate that, perhaps, one of the causes 
for so large a percentage of failures at the State Board 
of Pharmacy examinations is due to the fact that many 
applicants are incompetent, or the laxity of teaching col- 
leges. It must be remembered, he says, that a college is 
more or less influenced by the prestige it gains in having 
a large graduating class and of recording few failures. 
Examining Boards of Pharmacy are not thus handi- 
capped, their sole purpose being to see that none but pro- 
ficient persons are allowed to enter the ranks of phar- 
macy. He appends a number of statistics compiled from 
one year’s work of the Pennsylvania Pharmacy Board. 
These show the qualifications of applicants for registra- 
tion and the knowledge possessed by them. 


President’s Address to the Kentucky Pharmaceutical 
Association. By C. Lewis Diehl—Professor Diehl’s ad- 
dress deals with various topics of timely interest. The 
rise and progress of the N. A. R. D. receives considerable 
attention. The deaths of Dr. E. R. Squibb and Dr. 
Charles Rice are noted, and Professor Diehl pays a well 
worded tribute of respect and esteem to the deceased. 


A Plea for the Clerk. By “J. P.”—The author re- 
cords some of the experiences of a drug clerk with em- 
ployers, which is an attempt to explain why some proprie- 
tors find it difficult to keep clerks for any length of time 
and why some clerks change places so frequently. 


How to Make a Drug Store Pay. By E. C. Wright. 
—This treats of some inethods of displaying goods which 
the author deems objectionable and suggests corrections. 


Red Cinchona Bark. By Lyman F. Kebler.—The au- 
thor calls attention to the fact that specimens of red 
cinchona bark are from time to time reported as contain- 
ing an unusually high per cent. of total alkaloids and the 
relative proportion of ether-soluble alkaloids is also quite 
high. Recently he had submitted to him a sample of com- 
mercial red cinchona bark, which contained 7.59 per cent. 
of total alkaloids and 4.2 per cent. of ether-soluble ma- 
terial. The question naturally arose whether this really 
was red cinchona bark, and an examination showed that it 
appeared to be correctly named. Another sample which 
was labeled to contain 11 per cent. of total alkaloids and 
8.5 per cent. of quinine was found to contain only 5.5 per 
cent. of total alkaloids, which certainly precluded the pos- 
sible presence of 8.5 per cent. of quinine. The author re- 
marks that cinchona barks are very difficult to extract 
completely. It seems almost impossible to cause the solv- 
ent to penetrate the cellular tissue thoroughly enough to 
completely deprive the bark of all its alkaloids. The best 


available methods at present consist of the modified Kel- 
ler method and Lyons’ General Process of Assay. If 
any one has a superior process capable of extracting a 
hundred per cent. more of the alkaloids than the author 
is able to do with the processes named he would be glad to 
learn of it. 
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The Solubilities of Chemicals Mentioned in the Bnit- 
ish Pharmacopeia. By Henry G. Greenish and F. A. 
Upsher Smith (Continued).—The authors give the re- 
sults of experiments to determine the solubilities in wa- 
ter of ammonium, potassium and sodium carbonates, 
lithium carbonate, ammonium phosphate, sodium phos- 
phate, potassium nitrate, potassium permanganate, so- 
dium arsenate, sodium hypophosphite, sodium nitrite, so- 
dium salicylate, sodium sulphite, sodium sulphocarbo- 
late, lead acetate, potassium acetate, potassium chlorate, 
potassium bichromate, ammonium benzoate, sodium ben- 
zoate, borax, potassium sulphate, sodium sulphate, cal- 
cium hydrate, caustic potash, potassium citrate, potas- 
sium tratrate, potassium bitartrate and sodium tartrate, 
and the details of the methods followed in each case are 
given. The results obtained by the authors are com- 
pared with the solubility figures given in the various 
pharmacopeeias and by chemical authorities, and these 
are interesting as showing a considerable variation from 
the statements of the text books. 


Vegetable Powders and Their Diagnostic Characters. 
By Prof. Henry G. Greenish and Eugéne Collin—The 
concluding portion of Section 2 describes the diagnostic 
characters of buckwheat flour, bean flour, ientil flour and 
pea flour, and the article is illustrated with excellent line 
drawings of photo-micrographs, showing the microscopic 
appearance of the respective starch grains as well as the 
cellular construction of the flours. 


Dispensing Solutions. By H. Foster—Concentrated 
solutions of various chemicals are much used in hospital 
dispensing. A considerable saving of time is effected by 
their use, and this counts for a good deal when prescrip- 
tions are being put up at the rate of fifty or more an hour. 
The author disclaims any idea of bringing to notice any- 
thing new, and even admits that much of what he has to 
say will be perfectly familiar. 

In many pharmacies where prescriptions are like 
angels’ visits and even in those where they are fairly 
numerous, if sufficient time is available, the use of ready 
made solutions is both unnecessary and inadvisable. In 
hospitals and institutions the use of dispensing solutions 
is often an absolute necessity. The author advises the 
use of fairly strong solutions, both because a strong solu- 
tion will keep better than a weaker one, and because if 
they are unnecessarily dilute their volume might be great- 
er than the space available in the mixture. He names the 
solutions he has been using, and which his experience has 
shown to be convenient. Many hospital dispensers in 
this country employ a I in 1 solution of potassium iodide 
or of potassium acetate, but the author names only one 
drug which he uses in solution of this strength, and that 
is chloral hydrate. The strength of the solution equals 
I grain in 1 minim,1 fluid ounce containing 480 grains. If 
10 Troy ounces chloral hydrate be placed in a measure 
and distilled water added to 10 fluid ounces and stirred 
until dissolved, it takes nearly an hour to effect solution, 
the last few crystals being seemingly reluctant to disap- 
pear. But if the chloral and water be placed in a flask 
and the flask stood in hot water, with occasional agita- 
tion, the solution can easily be made in five or ten min- 
utes. The author has found that 6 fluid drachms is the 
quantity of water to be added to 2 Troy ounces of chloral 
hydrate to form 2 fluid ounces of solution. 

In the class of 1 grain in 2 minims solutions, 1 fluid 
ounce containing 240 grains, the author names only mag- 
nesium sulphate, although potassium acetate, potassium 
iodide, calcium chloride, sodium salicylate, and other salts 
are sufficiently soluble to be included. In the group of 1 


AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 








PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 







grain in 4 minims solutions the author names ammonium 
bromide, ammonium chloride, potassium acetate, potas- 
sium bicarbonate, potassium bromide, potassium citrate, 
potassium iodide, soda tartrata, sodium bromide and so- 
dium salicylate. The solutions of ammonium chloride 
and potassium bicarbonate are saturated or nearly so.. 
For the bromides camphor water is used as a solvent.. 
With potassium bromide a little camphor separates; less. 
or scarcely any with sodium bromide and none at all with 
ammonium bromide. 

Solutions of the strength of 1 grain in 6 minims—a 
fluid ounce containing 80 grains—consist of acid citric, 
acid tartaric, ammonium carbonate, ferri et ammon. cit.,. 
ferri et quinin. cit., ferri sulph., lithium citrate, potassium 
nitrate, silver nitrate, sodium sulphate, zinc sulphate. The 
author recommends the addition of one-tenth per cent. (1 
in 1,000, about Io grains to a pint) of salicylic acid to a 
solution of citric or tartaric acid, or of a neutral salt, such. 
as alum, potassium nitrate or zinc sulphate as a preventa-- 
tive against the development of fungoid growths. - 

As a pharmacist putting up such prescriptions as are- 
presented to him by customers the author admits he would: 
not be justified in the use of solutions to which a preser- 
vative had been added, or even the camphorated bromide- 
solutions already referred to, or a solution containing: 
glycerin. (The solution of ferri et quinin. cit. is made: 
with equal volumes of glycerin and water.) Hospital dis- 
pensers are allowed some latitude in this direction, and so. 
long as they give what is prescribed no objection is raised. 

Sodium phosphate solution is kept ready made in the- 
strength of I grain in 8 minims, or 60 grains to the ounce; 
calcium hypophosphite 40 grains to the ounce; alum 30 
grains to the ounce; sodium bicarbonate 30 grains to the 
ounce; potassium chlorate I grain in 24 minims, or 20: 
grains to the ounce. The author mentions a number of 
solutions where water is not the only solvent ; thus borax 
of the strength 1 dram in 1 ounce is made by dissolving: 
equal parts of borax and glycerin in the water. Quinine- 
sulphate in the proportion of the strength 5 grains in 1 
drachm is made bythe formula: Quin.sulph. 1 Troy ounce ; 
acid sulph. dil. 2 fl. oz.; water to 12 fl. oz. The author 
keeps a few drugs in a form of suspension. In this way 
he keeps salol and phenacetine, 20 grains, to an ounce re- - 
spectively, suspended in mucilage of tragacanth. Salol or 
phenacetine, 400 grains tragacanth mucilage to 20 fl. oz. 
Any drug so suspended must be in very fine powder. This. 
is most important. 

Something new is the author’s concentrated emulsion, 
I minim in 4, or dram 2 in ounce 1. The general formula 
is: 

Copaiba 
or Cresotol 
or Oil of cajuput 
or Castor oil 


or Oil of santal 
or Turpentine 


SRS a Gis Vc uwk d'cs 05 ak Ane cases vaveeunany fl.oz. 4 
Powdered gum arabic. ......... ccc cece cee Tr.oz. 4 
a NOD os aed n cddices.cng apneke® fl.oz. 1 
WAEEr £0. 0.0 ccccccccssacccerccsanccncecees fl. 0z.16 | 


Put the powdered gum into a large mortar. Add all 
at once 6 ounces of water—that is, about as much water 
as with the gum would form mucilage. Rub and beat 
briskly until smooth. Add the oil in successive quantities 
with constant trituration, taking care one portion is emul- 
sified before adding another. If the mixture becomes too 
thick add a little water. Lastly gradually add the re- 
mainder of the water and the tincture quillaja. In some 
cases, as with turpentine and terebene, this may be mixed 
with the dry powdered gum first, and then the water grad- 
ually added with constant trituration. 
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Uganda Aloes. By A. Tschirch and J. Klaveness.— 
Uganda aloes was introduced in 1900 in the London tnar- 
ket as a new species. It belongs to the type of Cape aloes 
and is found in commerce in the form of small chips or of 
larger pieces (bricks) styled “ crown aloes.” It is yellow- 
ish brown in color, the chips being translucent, and there- 
fore belongs to the lucida varieties. The odor is peculiar, 
not disagreeable, and is especially marked when the pow- 
der is moistened. The authors found on distillation that 
this variety of aloes contains an essential oil which has a 
pleasant rose-like odor. The aloin of Uganda aloes is 
identical with that of Cape aloes, its formula being 
C,,H,,O,, and its molecular weight 320. The resin in 
Uganda aloes is a paracumarinic acid ester of Uganda- 
aloe-resino-tannol. Uganda aloes also contain emodin. 
Uganda-aloin becomes emodin on standing in solutions. 


Experimental Researches on the Origin of the Flow 
of Resin in Some Abietinee. By A. Tschirch and E. 
Faber—The authors performed a series of experiments 
upon Abies pectinata, DC., Picea vulgaris, Link, Pinus 
silvestris L.,and Larix Europea, DC., in order to determine 
the origin of the large quantity of balsamic resin that 
exudes from wounds on the stems and branches of Co- 
niferze, and in order to find what role the bark plays in the 
production of this exudation. They found that any wound 
which injures the cambium will produce exudation of 
resin in the four species examined. The exudation con- 
sists, first, of the “ primary flow ” of resin, which follows 
immediately upon the injury to the bark and wood, and 
lasts but a short time. Here the secretion comes from the 
secretory cells in the wood and bark (in the spruce tree 
only in the bark), and is therefore physiologic. The 
“ secondary flow ” is a pathologic phenomenon, and comes 
from the newly formed canals in the wood. These canals 
are formed around the wounded portion as a result of the 
irritation caused by the wound. They are formed schiz- 
ogenously (by splitting and separation of the intercellular 
spaces—Ed.) and anastomose among each other, form- 
ing a network. No pathologic reservoirs for resin are 
formed in the bark, and therefore it cannot participate in 
the secondary exudation of resin. The secretion is 
formed in the canals themselves by a resinogenous layer 
which is found over the secreting cells. The secretion of 
resin continues until the wound is closed, new pathologic 
canals being formed around the wound every year. The 
intensity of the secondary flow depends entirely upon the 
size of the wound and the duration of the irritation. The 
irritation is more marked in the portion of a branch which 
is above the wound than in that below the wound, so that 
more canals are formed in the former portion. The res- 
inous exudate, therefore, may be regarded as a healing 
balsam for the wounds of a tree. 


Chemical and Physical Changes in the Oxides of Iron 
in Solutions. By Ed. Schaer—The author studies the 
color changes in solutions of various ferric salts under 
different physical conditions, : 


The Relations of Hyoscyamine to Atropine, and of 
Scopolamine to Iso-scopolamine. By J. Gadamer.—E. 
Schmidt and W. Schuette have shown that in young bel- 
ladonna roots there is primarily only hyoscamine, while 
the older ones contain, in addition, atropine. In the seeds 
of Hyoscyamus niger one finds only the normally polariz- 
ing scopolamine, while the scopolamine isolated from 
Scopolia atropides is a mixture of normally active and of 
inactive scopolamine. According to the present author 
the bases formed in the solanacee are primarily always 
optically active, and therefore consist of hyoscyamine and 
normally active scopolamine. The occurrence of the op- 
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tically inactive bases, atropine and iso-scopolamine, de- 
pends upon a gradual racemization. As this process has 
until now been observed only in the bases proper, and not 
in their neutral salts, the free bases probably exist in the 
roots, at least temporarily. Whether they are present in 
a solid form or in solution cannot be determined as yet. 
Only, if they were in watery solution we should expect 
autohydrolysis instead of autoracemization. Atropine 
and hyoscamine are but slightly soluble in water. In hot 
dilute solutions there will also be found dextra-and 
lzevo-tropic tropine. The same occur in recrystallizing 
the free bases from alcoholic solutions. The author rec- 
ommends the following process for the preparation of 
pure atropine from hypscyamine or from mixtures of 
both bases. A similar process may be applied to the 
preparation of dextra-scopolamine from lvo-scopola- 
mine: The bases are dissolved in absolute alcohol and a 
solution of sodium hydroxine in absolute alcohol at 5 de- 
grees C. is added, so that 0.03 gramme of sodium hy- 
droxine and 15 Cc. of absolute alcohol correspond to I 
gramme of the alkaloidal base. As soon as the solution 
becomes totally inactive—i. e., in about twenty-four 
hours—the sodium hydroxide is precipitated as carbonate 
by the introduction of carbonic acid gas; the alkaloidal 
solution is drawn off and condensed in vacuo to a small 
volume, whereupon the base is separated by the addition 
of water. It is important to leave the alkaloidal base in 
alcohol for as short time as possible. The loss in this 
process is less than in any other, but still amounts to from 
5 to 10 per cent. (To be continued.) 


Apotheker Zeitung, April J to 30. 


Precipitates in the Fluid Extract of Hydrastis. By 
W. Meine.—A kilogramme of the official German fluid 
extract of hydrastis was allowed to stand in a cellar at or- 
dinary temperature for four weeks. It was then found 
that the bottle contained a thick deposit which on drying 
weighed 17 grammes. This deposit was found to con- 
tain very small quantities of hydrastine, 46.28 per cent. 
of berberine and 4.12 per cent. of physosterine in a very 

* impure state. 


Titration and the Specific Gravity of Pure Hydro- 
chloric Acid. By O. Schamatolla.—A very small amount 
of impurities alters the melting point of a solid. In the 
same way, a very slight admixture of impurities will 
change the titration figures of an acid, which hold good 
for a certain specific gravity of the acid to be tested. This 
is especially the case of pure hydrochloric or sulphuric 
acid of the Pharmacopeeia. According to the official re- 
quirements, 5 Cc. of pure hydrochloric acid should be 
neutralized by 38.5 Cc. of normal potassium hydroxide 
solution. This is, however, a purely theoretical figure,*as 
no one has ever obtained an acid that is absolutely pure, 
except perhaps in a platinum crucible, and then only for 
a few minutes, for even after a short time the acid will 
show different titration figures with the same specific 
gravity. In chemical works the acids are made so as to 
give the required titration figures, while their 
specific gravity is therefore almost always 0.002 
to 0.003 higher than the standard. A sample of 
freshly distilled acid showed no traces of iron, but after 
three weeks a marked ferric reaction, a strong sodium 
flame and a weak potassium flame were obtained on test- 
ing this sample. The alkaline metals in the glass in 
which the acids are kept have something to do with these 
impurities. The Pharmacopeceia should, therefore, modi- 
fy its strict requirement as to specific gravity for acids, 

‘and should allow a variation between 1.124 and 1.126 for 
pure HCI, provided the titration figure remains 38.5 for 


§ Ce, 
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Adulteration of Spirit of Camphor. By O. Schma- 
tolla—The examination of spirit of camphor acccrding 
to the rule given in the German Pharmacopeeia leaves too 
much possibility for adulterations. The trouble is that 
the result varies with the strength of alcohol used in test- 
ing. . Thus, the Pharmacopeeia prescribes that when at 
least 4.6 Cc. and at most 5.2 Cc. of water are added to 
10 Cc. of spirit of camphor, there should be a precipitate 
of the gum. If raw camphor, adulterated by the admix- 
ture of camphor oil, be used to make the spirit of cam- 
phor, the precipitate will be obtained more easily, the oil 
iself causing a turbidity. A pure spirit of camphor does 
not give any opalescence, but on addition of one or two 
drops of water a precipitate from a perfectly clear solu- 
tion occurs at once. 


Pharmaceutische Centralhalle, April 4. 


Important Vegetable Parasites Affecting the Growth 
of Cultivated Plants in Forestry and Agriculture. By R. 
Beck.—A description of the principal parasites which 
play a role in the economy of forestry and agriculture. 


Pharmaceutische Post, April 14, 2} and 28. 


The Alkaloidal Constituents of Oil of Hyoscyamus. 
By Dr. R. Firbas.—Dieterich analyzed samples of con- 
centrated oil of hyoscyamus, and found that this oil con- 
tains very small quantities of alkaloids. The oil dissolves 
but one-fifteenth of the alkaloidal constituents of the 
hyoscyamus leaves used in the preparation. The writer 
recommends Dieterich’s method of preparing this oil, and 
emphasizes the fact that by the quantitative estimation of 
alkaloids or other active principles in galenical prepara- 
tions an improvement can be secured in the methods of 
preparation, because quantitative analyses call attention 
to the defects in the present methods. This is illustrated 
by the contrast between the alkaloidal strength in the offi- 
cial oil of the Ph. G. and the oil of hyoscyamus as pre- 
pared by Dieterich in Helfenberg. The difference be- 
tween the pharmacopeeial product and that of Dieterich 
was in one instance as 0.0145 is to 0.035. Dieterich’s 
formula is as follows: 100 Cc. of powdered hyoscyamus 
are mixed with 75.0 Cc. of 95 per cent. alcohol to which 
2.0 Ce. of 10 per cent. watery solution of ammonia have 
been added. The wet powder is pressed into an earthen- 
ware vessel, covered and allowed to stand for six hours. 
Next, 600 Cc. of olive oil are weighed, mixed with the 
powder and digested for from ten to twelve hours, stir- 
ring from time to time, at a temperature of from 60 to 70 
degrees C., and then the oil is expressed. The residue is 
once more treated in the way indicated above with 400 
Cc. of olive oil; the two oily extracts are mixed together 
and heated for half an hour on the steam bath, stirring 
from time to time. The preparation is then allowed to 
stand for two days in a cool place, and filtered. The 
product measures about 920 Cc. The addition of am- 
monia secures the solution of the alkaloids in the leaves 
and thus renders them ready to be dissolved by the oil. 
The product has a fine green color. 


Pharmaceutische Zeitung, April 3 to 30. 


Algerian Oil of Rue. By Dr. H. v. Soden and Dr. 
K. Henle.—A sample of this oil was recently received in 
Germany. It differs considerably in odor, as well as in 
chemical and physical properties from the oil imported 
from Andalusia and from France. Even at very low 
temperatures nomethylnonylketone was separated from it. 
The oil is of a pale yellow color and has a characteristic 


odor of rue, with a secondary odor resembling that of cer- . 


tain ketones of the fatty series, like methylhexylketone. Its 
specific gravity is 0.842 at 15 degrees C.; its optical rota- 
tion is —5 degrees. It does not freeze at — 15 degrees 















C., and its saponification figure is 64. According to the 
author, this oil consists chiefly of methylheptylketone, 
with small quantities of methylnonylketone, and other 
substances, among which there are some esters of un- 
known alcohols. 


The Constituents of Oil of Calamus. By H. Thoms 
and R. Beckstrom.—In a previous number of this jour- 
nal, v. Soden and Rojahn published an article in which 
they spoke of a crystalline constituent of oil of calamus. 
They obtained this substance by fractional distillation 
from the constituents which boil at the highest tempera- 
tures. The present authors have found the same body, 
C,,H.,O., in this oil, and in addition also a second crys- 
talline constituent, which melts at 61 degrees C., and 
which on closer examination proved identical with asa- 
ron, C,,H,,O;, the phenol-ether which has heretofore on- 
ly been found in the essential oil of Asarum europeum 
and in oil of Matico. The authors also found a connec- 
tion between this asaron and the peculiar odorous constit- 
uent of calamus oil. They will report in full on this sub- 
ject to the Deutsche Chemische Gesellschaft. 


Causes of the Inactivity of Strychnine. By Herr 
Prescher.—The author calls attention to the fact that the 
time which strychnine takes to act in animals can be regu- 
lated to a certain extent by attention to the fullness of 
the stomach. While the action of the poison only begins 
an hour after ingestion, as a rule, and two or four hours 
may elapse till death ensues, strychnine shows its effects 
within five minutes if the animal had fasted for a few 
hours previously. A sausage poisoned with strychnine 
is perhaps the best way of giving the drug, as an ordi- 
nary solution will not be readily taken by dogs. The au- 
thor calls attention to the value of tannin as an antidote 
against strychnine. Tannin is always accessible to the 
laity, and is harmless, as compared with chloral, etc. Tea 
and coffee contain tannin, and may be used to mask the 
eed of strychnine when handling large quantities of the 

rug. 





Pharmacy of Orthoform.—Chemically consid- 
ered, orthoform is the methyl-ester of para-amido-meta- 
oxy-benzoic acid. It is a white non-hygroscopic volumin- 
ous powder without odor or taste, only slightly and slow- 
ly soluble in water, but readily so in alcohol, ether and 
collodion. It is incompatable with silver nitrate and the 
organic silveralbuminoid preparations with formaldehyde, 
potassium permanganate, antipyrin and bismuth subni- 
trate. It can, however, be combined with solutions of 
mercuric chloride, tincture of iodin, turpentine, solutions 
of copper sulphate, iodoform, dermatol, zinc oxide, euro- 
phen, aristol, calomel and salicylic acid, also applicable 
with 3 to 5 per cent. solutions of carbolic acid, lysol and 
creasol solutions. Einhorn and Heinz called attention to 
the fact that all of the amido benzoic acid ethers were 
anesthetic, some of them (orthoform, nirvanine and eu- 
caine) being also decidedly germicidal, solutions remain- 
ing sterile indefinitely. ~These same experimenters clear- 
ly showed that all esters of the aromatic hydroxy-amido 
acids possessed local anesthetic properties. Orthoform 
is a type of these compounds. 





Hetoform is a new preparation of bismuth. It is 
the cinnamate of bismuth, Bi (C,H,O,),Bi,O,, and con- 
tains (L’Union Pharm., May, 1901, p. 198) about 63 per 
cent. of Bi,O;. It is prepared by mixing crystallized bis- 
muth nitrate with sodium cinnamate. The product is 
washed in water till the residue no longer contains traces 
of HNO,, then dried at 70 degrees C. It occurs as a 
white powder with an odor of cinnamon. 
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Queries and Answers 


We shall be glad, in this department, to respond to calls for information on all pharmaceutic matters. 





Prescriptions for Criticism.— TF. C. D.  sub- 
mits the subjoined prescriptions with a request for an ex- 
pression of our opinion thereon: 


(1) Bek. GOOCH OI ooo oi 6 5 oieiein e's ce ms vases ecw wes div 
PIMs POM spa 5,6 2 25 ¢ Wisis, t's a0 ood e006 gtt. xxxij 
Spirit ammon. arom. q. 8S. ad..... 2... cc ee ee eee 3iv 

M. 
Sig. Tablespoonftl every hour. 

2) AR MU PTNNNAS POUR MNON So ong Wino wish seo. eiv Solan id sc aiaiee cs alee a | 
PR AMMMRIEER, ENURIO N65. 6.6 550 0.55004. wiee'c wile fs loca. 4.3 3 we e's gr. ii 
REUNION, Sisto chains oaks Kas ein aon we aise bes oa dee 3i 

M. 


Sig. A few drops in ear every two or three hours. 

A slip of the pen has evidently been made in prescrip- 
tion No.1. While thirty minims of tincture of hyoscyamus 
is not an excessive dose, it is unusual to give so large a 
dose of aromatic spirit of ammonia as is here prescribed. 
The physician probably intended to prescribe %iv of aro- 
matic spirit of ammonia and to dilute with water to div, 
which would reduce the tablespoonful dose of the mixed 
ingredients to the customary amounts. The prescription 
would then read: ; 


BP I OTN ooo is oli ea wa oes cs cate ee es ence en wee div 
RE OMIIIION 6.515566 o's 0 dip ¢ 05 8 wah oe oes os ae ee gtt. xxxij 
IEE BPI ATOM sos o'sle oi css ives ha sise enn ee teens div 
MUS ET EI 1 Sa 46 ca 6 ts tos soo hs 9 -0:50 105-0 Sis wi OE SIO 3iv 
M 


Sig. Tablespoonful every hour. 

There is nothing unusual about prescription No. 2. 
The amount of atropine prescribed is not excessive, see- 
ing it is intended for external application. 


Was it to be Applied Externally ?>— R. H. L. 
writes: “ Inclosed find copy of prescription presented at 
my store this evening (July 8, 1901) to be filled. How is 
this for high? Of course, it was turned down.” 

The prescription reads: 


SORA MMMM RUEINS a8 a5, 54) '0' (5) 59.809 a sla tae 358-04 0% lee: © Aa et aij 
I oe hs N a5 ag. ole 4: site ei0' 9.94: ig 4 oo ae o0e aij 
SEN INN iy ood ee io igi ie ew be gb aece eee grs. xx 
BIRT NTN NERED 6.055 oi5 0452 9 908-0 wid, 00 'S.S Sob wie eee’ grs. v 
RMR MURMNNEINON C0520 sey sus05 ve Riice sd eh IW 4.8 00 (6 8 ya, 4 6 'os0l eo Sia 0i8 a 3ij 
NUNN A any sore og sis SG wo Ne wi Sale pare wow eee'e 5iij 
M. 


Sig. Teaspoonful every four hours. 


To Clean Straw Hats.—C. A. L. asks: “ What is 
the best acid or preparation for cleansing and bleaching 
straw hats?” 

Undoubtedly the best cleansing and bleaching agent 
for fine straw hats is a solution of hydrogen dioxide. 
Oxalic acid, lemon juice and solution of potassium su- 
peroxalate are variously used and popularly preferred, but 
experience demonstrates that they are each inferior in 
either cleansing or bleaching properties to hydrogen 
dioxide. The latter is best applied in its commercial 
strength (3 per cent., or ten volumes), diluted with an 
equal quantity of cold water, and rubbed vigorously into 
the straw by means of a stiff tooth or nail brush. After 
the dirt and dust have been washed off it is well to go 
over the straw with an application of the solution of full 
strength, and then hang up the hat to dry in a current of 
air and exposed to the sun. The hat may then be var- 
nished with a solution of white shellac in alcohol, or gum 
acacia in water, if desired. In cleansing a varnished hat 
it is necessary to first remove the coating of varnish by 
scrubbing it with wood alcohol. 


Elixir Glycerophosphates of Lime and Soda.— 
F. C. W. asks us to publish a working formula for an 
elixir of the glycerophosphates of lime and soda, to con- 
tain 8 and 4 grains respectively of the lime and soda salts 
in each fluid ounce. He also asks as to whether there is 
any difference between a glycerinophosphate and a gly- 
cerophosphate. 

The glycerophosphate salts are not well adapted to 
exhibition in elixir form, being almost insoluble in wines 
and syrups, etc. They are, too, exceedingly unstable, and 
in consequence are recommended to be dispensed in dis- 
tilled water or in glycerin. The calcium salt is most em- 
ployed, though it is frequently prescribed in combina- 
tion with the sodium salt. The neutral salt of calcium 
glycerophosphate is difficultly soluble in water, and the 
galenical preparations of the salt usually contain it in its 
acid form, half an equivalent of the calcium being re- 
moved by means of oxalic, citric or tartaric acid. P. 
Carles has proposed the following method of preparing 
a solution: Suspend 10 Gm. of neutral calcium glycero- 
phosphate in 80 Cc. of water at 40 to 50 degrees C., add 
2.75 to 3 Gm. of tartaric acid, shake the mixture, and 
filter after standing two hours. Pass sufficient distilled 
water through the filter to make 100 Gm. An excellent 
syrup of calcium glycerophosphate is obtained by dissolv- 
ing 160 Gm. of sugar in 100 Gm.‘of the above solution 
either in the cold or on a water bath. 

We do not know the composition of the proprietary 
article to which Our correspondent makes teference in 
his letter to us. It is possible, perhaps, to obtain a so- 
lution, in elixir form, of the two salts of the required 
strength with the addition of a flavoring like sherry wine, 
but the quantity of alcohol must be exceedingly limited, 
since the salts are precipitated from their aqueous solution 
by alcohol. The solution of the salts in aqueous mix- 
tures may be facilitated by the addition of citric acid in 
the proportion of 1 part of acid to 10 parts of salt, but so- 
lutions prepared after this method do not keep well, and 
require the addition of a preservative, say chloroform or 
cinnamon water. Having the foregoing in mind a form 
of elixir such as is required by our correspondent may 
be compounded after some such formula as the follow- 
ing: 
Sodium glycerophosphate. ...........6.. 2.0000. Gm. 10 


Calcium glycerophosphate.................005. Gm. 20 
OPN aa 0 5 6ioss'5.5 5 8 8 8p RERGs Cae hied Colne sae Gm. 2 
PO OE Po sad sini bo Oo. b een’ uate oe sie¥bl 6's Gm. 610 
WU Gr cies bait sa gic Ae ra aie 'tie 0 0'e «balsa de aad Gm. 340 


Sherry wine and coloring, q. s. 


Dissolve the salts and the acid in the water, and in 
this dissolve the sugar by agitation in the cold, adding 
sufficient sherry wine to bring up the bulk to 1,000, and 
coloring with caramel. Any aromatic syrup may be used 
instead of the sugar and water, or a mixture of glycerin 
and aromatics could be substituted entirely for the syrup; 
in fact, a French journal has suggested the use of a fla- 
voring syrup made as follows: 


WOE I nis. o5 5.4 oie. 0's bie Do,deibs vas bea ohn ache Gm. 10 
Extract orange, bitter................ ccc ceceees Gm. 5 
AP RIEMIRNN oO Peg 9 orld dosh e. u:0's' oivea 8-0-3 Sues cae stale Gm. 50 
Syrup, to make......... pT EEO ere Gm, 1,000 


Dissolve the two extracts in the glycerin with heat; 
allow to cool; add the syrup and filter. 


Wine of Calcium Glycerophosphate is made 
according to the following formula by P. Carles, a French 
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pharmacist: Suspend 10 Gm. of neutral calcium glycero- 
phosphate in 666 2-3 Cc. of good sherry wine at 40 to 
50 degrees C., add 2.75 to 3 Gm. of tartaric acid, shake 
the mixture and filter, after standing two hours. A por- 
tion of the calcium salt will be deposited on the filter, and 
this should be washed through by the addition of enough 
wine to bring up the bulk to 1,000 Gm. If oxalic acid is 
used instead of tartaric acid, the wine will be less apt to 
deposit acid potassium tartrate on keeping. 

The two terms glycerophosphate and glycerinophos- 
phate are applied indifferently to the same substance. We 
suppose the second form more correctly describes the 
chemical nature of the substance, but the first named is 
more generally used by American pharmacists. 

_A suggestive note on the glycerophosphates, with a 
formula for a syrup, was printed in our last issue on 


page 14. 


“Solid Formaldehyde.” — F. W. B. writes: 
“Please inform me of a process by which I may make 
‘solid formaldehyde ’"—that is, a preparation to contain a 
40 per cent. solution of formaldehyde in a solid form, 
which might be put up in ointment boxes. It is es- 
sential that the finished product should contain 40 per 
cent. of formaldehyde.” 

Our correspondent fails to state the character of the 
product he desires, whether oily or mucilaginous, soluble 
or insoluble in water. The query presents some diffi- 
culties, and we should prefer to get a more definite idea 
of what is exactly wanted. Formaldehyde is readily con- 
verted into its polymer paraformaldehyde by the careful 
evaporation of its aqueous solution. Paraformaldehyde 
is precipitated, and on drying is changed into trioxy- 
methylmethane. On heating this either in its dry form 
or in the presence of water, it is reconverted into formal- 
dehyde. It should be possible to combine paraformalde- 
hyde with some inert powder, like kaolin or talcum, and 
mass the mixture into a paste of any required consistency 
by means of tragacanth, which could then be put up in 
ointment pots, but we regret we are unable to speak from 
actual experience on this point. The foregoing may sug- 
gest something to our correspondent, and if so we hope he 
will communicate results for the benefit of others. 


Cocoanut Oil Soap.—H. D. Co.—The simplest 
form of this soap is that quoted by Hager in his “ Hand- 
buch der Pharmaceutischen Praxis,” as follows: 


Cocoanut oil 
Soiution of caustic soda (82°-35° B.).......... Gm. 334 


The mixture is saponified in the usual way, the oil be- 
ing melted by a gentle heat (not to exceed 112 degrees 
F.) and the soda solution added with constant stirring 
until the mass is nearly cold, then molded or pressed into 
forms. It may be perfumed violet with extract of cassie. 

A fine toilet cocoanut soap may be produced after the 
following process: To every 160 pounds of perfectly 
pure soap add 5 pounds of cocoanut oil, 3 pounds of pow- 
dered Florentine orris root, 1142 pounds of glycerin and 
8 ounces of borax, and scent with extract of cassie to 
produce the violet odor. Make an intimate admixture 
of these ingredients and run into a setting frame, to be 
finished by melting and pressing in a die. 

The following formula for a toilet cocoanut oil soap 
is given in a German soap makers’ journal: 

‘ Parts. 

ng Be Ry eer nee Ere eT Pers 37 

Butter or lard 

Cocoanut oil 

Tale 

Soda lye, 30° B 

Glycerin 
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Mix the tale with the oil previously heated. When 
the temperature is at 113 degrees F. the lye is added and 
thoroughly stirred so that a soap is formed. Cocoanut 
oil is usually saponified at a comparatively low temper- 
ature, because (unless first-class Cochin cocoanut oil is 
used) the resulting oil would acquire a disagreeable odor 
by heating. 

The soap is scented by adding to every 5 pounds of it 
8 Gms. of the following mixture: 


Oil of bergamot 

Oil of sweet orange 
Oil of bitter almond 
Oil of vetiver 


When completely set it is cut into suitable pieces, or 
may be pressed in molds. 


To Color Hair Gray.—G. L. G.—In addition to 
our previous note on this subject, we quote the following 
from “* Pharmaceutical Formulas: ” First the hair is care- 
fully brushed with a warm and strong solution of caustic 
soda most carefully applied, then washed with warm 
water and dried with a soft towel. Next a permanganate 
solution is applied with a tooth brush, and the hair 
combed with a perfectly clean comb. After a short time 
the hair is sponged with water and brushed with a hypo- 
sulphite solution until the manganese color is entirely 
discharged. 


Information Wanted. — B. and C. wish the ad- 
dress of the manufacturers of “ Professor Charles’ -Com- 
plexion Soap.”—M. C. wants the names of a few manu- 
facturers of small candles that burn about eight hours, 
and commonly called night candles. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


Percentage Solutions of Potassium Iodide. 


To the Editor: bs 

Sir,—Until recently it was an understood fact that we 
could obtain a 100-per cent. solution of a salt by dissolv- 
ing one part by weight of the salt in enough solution to 
make one part by measure. 

Advanced theory,. however, proves that the highest 
possible percentage which could be obtained is 99 per 
cent. 

Now, if you dissolve one grain of potassium iodide, 
for example, in enough water to measure one minim, you 
do not get a 100 per cent. solution, as would be supposed 
theoretically; you actually have a 50 per cent. solution, 
because you really have an equal part of both salt and 
water present in the resulting solution. 

Again, if you could dissolve 99 grains of a salt in 1 
minim of water, you would obtain in the resulting solu- 
tion a 99 per cent. solution, becatise you have 99 parts of 
salt and 1 part of water. 

In potassium iodide there is no water of crystalliza- 
tion, so in itself it is 100 per cent. So how can yoy get a 
solution of 100 per cent. by adding a drop of water. Can 
that quantity produce a solution? Cuas. A. Lorz. 
K. Schnackenberg’s Pharmacy, 437 Amsterdam avenue, 

New York. 





We have received “ The Eighty-first Annual Announcement 
of the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy,” containing a his- 
torical sketch of the college, an account of the plan of instruc- 
tion pursued in the various courses, besides much additional 
information for the prospective student. Copies can be ob- 
tained gratis on request to the Philadelphia College of Phar- 
macy, No. 145 North Tenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


BUSINESS BUILDING. 


Conducted by U. G. Manning. 
The Department Editor will be pleased to criticise advertisements, 
suggest improvements, and answer all questions coming 
within the scope of this department. ; 





TEXTS NEVER LACKING. 


O one who constantly prepares advertising it comes 
to be a source of wonder that druggists ever lack 
for subjects for ads. Yet thousands of pill rollers find 
it a dismal task to scare up material for an ad every three 
or four weeks. Each one of these would strengthen his 
bank account if he would, as a matter of discipline, force 
himself to grind out an ad every day for a few months. 
He would find it coming easy after while, and if he pub- 
lished his efforts at short intervals he would find busi- 
ness coming easier also. I, know of several druggists 
with stores of moderate size, located in medium sized 
towns, who have changed their ads daily for years, and 
not one of these would think now of doing otherwise. 
One, especially, has for five years used two ads a day—a 
different ad for each of his daily papers. That means 
over 3,000 ads, and none has ever been repeated. And 
the trick is perfectly easy once you get the swing of it. 
You can feel assured that any man anywhere who does 
that sort of thing is certain to get a tremendous grip on 
his community. 

In hot weather advertising is quite apt to lag—* noth- 
ing to advertise,” they say. But there always is. If 
you lack material to-day here are subjects that are season- 
able, and the list might be made five times as long: 

Insecticides, Perfumes, Bath Supplies, Corn Cure, 
Infant Foods, Nursery Supplies, Whisks and Clothes 
Brushes, Bowel Remedies, Thermometers, Disinfectants, 
Prescriptions, Soda Water, Tan Lotion, etc. 

On many of these subjects, changes can be rung any 
number of times. Never worry about a subject; shut 
your eyes and point blindly in some direction ; then look 
where you point. The chances are that you will have in 
line two or three items that should suggest an ad. 


Award of the Prize. 


The American Druggist offers a prize of books to the 
value of $2, each issue, for the best retail druggist’s ad- 
vertisement. The prise is this time awarded to W. S. 
Branch, Parker, S. Dak. 


CRITICISM AND COMMENT. 


The prize is awarded to W. S. Branch for the general 
excellence of a number of ads sent in. Two are repro- 
duced. All of these ads occupied a space of five inches, 
double column, and those with a large amount of white 
space were very conspicuous. These ads are very well 
written, and can be depended upon to make an impres- 
sion upon the reader. I do not regard headings of the 
Hed-Ake order with very great favor. It appears like a 
straining after effect, and if it strikes the reader in that 
light it impairs results. The natural heading here was, 
“ Headache cured for a cent,”’ and this would be the more 
forcible of the two. 


PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 55 


A MEATY AD. 


The ad of the Mattison Avenue Pharmacy is an un- 
usually attractive one, for so solid an ad, and the text is 
very convincing. Advertising of this high order of merit 





Pure ~~ & 
Baking Soda 


Ordinary, commercial Baking Soda is not pure 
It is not refined to the point of absolute purity, as 
the refining process adds to its cost. 

Che Baking Soda we sell is made by Squibb, re- 
nowned for the perfection of his products. This 
soda is absolutely, chemically pure. It will give 
the housewife better results and is more econom- 
ical to use than the commercial grades. But little 
higher in cost—20 cents a pound. Sample free 
if you wish to yy wt ania 

t is equaily important that this 
CREAM OF _ should be pure also, but is more 
TARTAR :: o'ten adulterated than soda. In 

fact one cannot buy a commercial 
grade Cream of Tartar that is pure. That which 
we sell is perfect in every particular, It always 
gives satisfaction in use andis economica]. You 
will be greatly pleased with its results. 50 cents 
a@ pound. 

Nothing is more often adultera- 
FLAVORINGS ted than flavoring extracts. For 

people who believe in the best we 
recommend our Vanilla and Lemon Extracts as 
being superior to any other they can buy, Twice 
as strong and better flavored than the common 
extracts. 25 cents a bottle. 


se st ut 
MATTISON AVE. PHARMACY 
729-731 Mattison Avenue 
Asbury Park, N. J. 











is bound to get attention, no matter how you set it. Neat 
setting does help, however, just as good clothes helps a 
salesman. This general style of display is, I believe, ad- 
hered to by this firm. 

IT WILL PAY. 


EpIToR BUsINEsS BUILDING: 

We send you a few of our ads, which are published weekly 
in a local advertising sheet which covers the section around 
our store. They are made up of old ads rearranged, together 
with original matter. The expense of doing this is rather 





Why? 


Do the smokers of this 
Community burn nearly 
One thousand of our 
SPANA CUBA 

Cigars each month ? 
Because it is the 

Finest flavored, even 


YOUR HED-AKE 


Can be cured 


You can pay five cents 
a dose if you want to, but 
my ‘“ Headacura”’ is 

only one cent a dose, and 
I cheerfully give your 
money back if it fails to 
cure you. 

I have half a dozen other 
headache romedies also. 


Branch’s Drug Store. 
Book Store also. 


You can get 

Six of them for 25 cents. 
I have other fine 

Nickle goods also : 

** Sight ft,” 

ee Nanon,”’ 

“GM. C.” and 

** Judge Taft.” 


Branch’s Drug Store. 











THE PRIZE ADVERTISEMENTS. 


greater than you advise, being about 4 per cent. of our gross 
receipts. Still, we believe the business we gain by this method 
will decrease the percentage of cost. Some practical results 


have already materialized. 
THE WEST PHARMACY. 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


These are large ads occupying about fifteen inches 
each. A little less obvious effort in their preparation would 
help them. For instance, the heading, “ No sunshine but 
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what has some shadow,” is the patent result of lack of 
something to say. It would have been really better to 
have omitted this heading, and the introduction that fol- 
lowed and started right in where the story began with 
soda water. This soda ad is first rate: 


OUR FIZZ COUNTER 


is in operation once more, and we are 
dispensing the same kind of cooling, de- 
licious drinks that made our fountain so 
popular last year. 

We have known people to save their 
thirst for half a dozen blocks so as to 
drink their favorite here. 


These ads look as though the arrangement was leit 
entirely to the printer. Better results will be had if the 
ad is mapped out and a dummy sent with the copy. Take 
other ads for your models. As it is, with plenty of space 
at his command the printer has set some of the material 
in such long lines and in so small type as to be hard to 
read. Results are better where the text has been divided 
into columns. 

Those sending ads for the competition which are in 
part made up from borrowed material, will confer a fa- 
vor, and’also increase their chances of an award, by in- 
dicating the portions that are original. 


KEEP THEM GOING. 


EpitTor Business BUILDING: 


I inclose booklet for criticism. I am sending it out to 
farmers, and intend getting out one illustrating many more 
articles as soon as I have time. I am a subscriber to the 
AMERICAN DrRuGGIsT, and take great interest in the columns 
edited by yourself. A. E. DAUGHERTY. 

Monmouth, Iowa. 


This booklet of 16 pages, while a trifle crude from a 
typographical point of view, is well written, and can be 
depended upon to bring trade. It tells about seasonable 
goods, presents cuts and descriptions in many instances 
and quotes prices freely. That is the sort of advertising 
that gets close to people; and the closer it is followed up 
the.better the results will be. This advertiser should not 
wait for a convenient season to get out another booklet, 
but follow up at regular intervals. There is no risk in 
doing it, the risk is in not doing it. Other pieces of ad- 
vertising as good as this will have a cumulative effect if 
they go regularly. 

It will pay to use a little better paper on later occa- 
sions, and it will be well to use a different tint or to vary 
the shade of the booklet each time. 


HOW THEY SAY IT, 


Years ago cod liver oil was regarded only as a medicine, 
to-day it is considered by the best medical authorities as an in- 
valuable food. Probably nothing else is quite so effective in pre- 
venting colds and in building up the system. This oil is guar- 
anteed to be absolutely pure, and of the very finest quality; 
not so objectionable in taste as ordinary quality. By placing 
a pinch of salt on the tip of the tongue prior to taking, its ob- 
jectionable taste is entirely removed for most people.—Finley, 
Acker & Co., Philadelphia. 


Do you know the joy there is in a really good hair brush? 
It lasts, too (both brush and joy), for years—ten years is not too 
much to say.—Evans’, Philadelphia. 





Good medicine has always meant to us the highest stand- 
ard in every department. Everywhere throughout our store 
stand such sentinels as accuracy, patience, faithfulness and 
complete scientific equipment. Our drugs, therefore, are al- 
ways to be depended upon for the proper therapeutic results. 
—Beshore & Co., Pottstown, Pa. 








PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


PRESENT STATUS OF THE AGGRESSIVE 
CUTTER. 

Suggestive Interview with an Oificer of the Drug Merchants’ Asso- 
ciation—New York Cutters Gzttiog Supplies from Out of 
Town—Cutting Druggists are Supplying Department Stores— 
They Declare War on Omega Oil —Their Belief in the Weak- 
ness of the N. A. R. D. : 





Four or five months have elapsed since the Tripartite Agree- 
ment went into effect in this city, and yet, if current news- 
paper reports are to be credited, despite the compact entered 
into between the retail, wholesale and manufacturing branches 
of the drug trade, by which the large aggressive cutters were 
to be prevented from getting supplies of proprietary articles 
at all costs, those individuals are managing to obtain all the 
goods they find any demand for. 


CUTTERS ARE STILL DOING BUSINESS. 


Whether the published statements be true or not, it can 
hardly be denied that the cutters are still doing business, and 
that their shelves appear well stocked with all the articles for 
which there is a current demand. If there is a leak somewhere 
it has not been located as yet, and as far as the New York 
jobbing druggists are concerned, the retail trade believe them 
to be faithful to their pledge. Consequently the generally ac- 
cepted theory is that the leak is out of town. 


CUTTERS ISSUE A PRICE LIST. 


On July 3 the Drug Merchants’ Association, which is the 
name under which the cutters have organized, and the Dry 
Goods Dealers’ Association, with which they have affiliated, 
issued a price-list for the use of their members; and this list 
shows advances in quoted figures that, while not always up 
to the scheduled prices of the N. A. R. D., are still several 
points higher than those formerly quoted by the cutters. 


THE SITUATION AS VIEWED BY A CUTTER 


The present situation from the viewpoint of the aggressive 
eutter was recently described to a representative of the 
AMERICAN DruGGist by an officer of the new Drug Merchants’ 
Association. 

“Do you still succeed in getting supplies of proprietary 
articles?” this officer was asked. 

“ Certainly,” he replied, “and what is more, I am getting 
supplies easier than ever. We are not experiencing the slight- 
est difficulty whatever. We are minding our own business, 
getting our goods, and feeling at peace with the whole world. 
There is not a proprietary article made of which I could not 
sell you any amount from five gross to 100, depending in large 
measure upon the quantities we are in the habit of buying 
and carrying. 


COURTESIES TO ‘‘ DRY GOODS FRIENDS ” 


*“ As a proof of how we are buying our patents, I have only 
to tell you that to oblige my dry goods friends I have sold them 
fully 100 gross within the past three months. Previous to 
that time and for fully fifteen years, I steadfastly refused to 
sell to dry goods houses at all. But we are working in har- 
mony now, and I am glad to be of service.” 

“How do you obtain your supplies?” 

“ We have a warehouse over in New York and a warehouse 
association. We manage to get the goods without any diffi- 
culty, and in any quantity. 

“This whole business reminds one of the plot of an opera 
bouffe. The plan to cut us off from securing supplies of any 
commodity will succeed only when human nature is different 
from what it is to-day, and when the fundamental basis of 
business changes. ‘ 

“ But just so long as men are in business to make money— 
just so long as the spirit of emulation invites a man to greater 
efforts than his neighbor, and the desire to make a greater 
showing, just so long will schemes such as these fall through 
for lack of support. A weak point will always be found. 


A GOOD WORD FOR OMEGA OIL, 


* A friend of the N. A. R. D., who has antagonized the mem- 
bers of the Drug Merchants’ Association, not by his refusal 
to sell to them--of that we have no right to complain—but 
because he refuses to stop there, and is going out of his way 
to learn where we get our supplies, is M. Wineburgh, of Omega 
Chemical Co., the manufacturers of Omega Oil. 

“As a result, you will not find Omega Oil quoted in our 
schedule of prices at all, but while the retailers sell it at 43 
cents, you can buy it from us and from the department stores 
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at 19 cents. I don’t know that we will ‘feature’ this reduc- 
tion, but I think that the sales in this city of that particular 
remedy will not amount to much in a couple of years (sic/). 


PRICES WILL BE MAINTAINED DESPITE THE WAR TAX REBATE. 


‘Another point I would like to call your attention to in 
regard to the schedule that is being lived up to by both the 


Drug Merchants’ Association and the Dry Goods Dealers’ Asso- * 


ciation is that it contains a clause that where certain prices 
have been made, they will be kept up in spite of any reduc- 
tion that may have been made by manufacturers because of 
the war tax rebate. Whether the retailers will not take ad- 
vantage of this remains to be seen.” 

In conclusion, the cutter stated that the whole matter re- 
solved itself into a question of whether or not a number of 
men with small capital could control the business of others of 
larger interests. Speaking of himself, he said it could not be 
done. 

Oscar G. Kalish, who is secretary of the Drug Merchants’ 
Association, was seen at his store, at the corner of Fourth 
avenue and Twenty-third street, and said: 

* As an official of the Drug Merchants’ Association, I hardly 
care to say much, for the simple reason that it is not our in- 
tention to air our grievances in public or divulge our plans to 
the trade. 

“ For myself, as far as my own business is concerned, you 
can say that I am still here doing business, and, of course, 
I couldn’t do business if I didn’t have the goods. Things are 
going along as though there never had been any N. A. R. D., 
and I guess you would get similiar reports if you visited the 
other members.” 

It was suggested that the original object of the retailers 
had practically been gained by the so-called cutters having ad- 
vanced their prices almost to the level of the schedule adopted 
by the N. A. R. D., and in one or two instances, according to 
their own claims, beyond these figures. 

“That action was not brought about by the N. A. R. D., 
nor were we influenced by their doings,” said Mr. Kalish. “ It 
was because we wanted to make money on the goods we sold. 
There was a level beyond which it was foolish to go. Per- 
sonally, I was making money before the Drug Merchants’ 
Association came into existence, just as I am now. 

“TI joined it because I wanted to see more harmonious re- 
lations established between the druggists of New York City; 
because I thought we ought to be working along the same 
lines. I wanted to meet and be in touch with the leaders of 
the drug trade of this neighborhood, and I think I am, for our 
members are surely the leaders, judging from the amount of 
business they do and the way they do it.’ % 

Other members of the Drug Merchants’ Association who were 
seen expressed views similar to those of Mr. Kalish, and one 
of them, in answering a question regarding the ability of cut- 
ters to purchase goods, said: 

“The Consolidated Drug Co., of this city, has within the 
past six months done a business of $115,000. That concern, 
according to the N. A. R. D., isnot a jobbing house, and manu- 
facturers cannot sell it. Yet they got the goods, and their 
profits this year are greater than ever before. That ought to 
prove to the retailers whether their restrictions are working 
or not.” 





KENTUCKY ASSOCIATION. 


The twenty-fourth annual meeting of the Kentucky Phar- 
maceutical Association was held at Crab Orchard Springs, 
June 18 to 21, and was in every way eminently successful. 
About seventy-five members, with an equal number of their 
relatives and friends were in attendance. The following pa- 
pers were presented: “Should Purity Be the Prime Consid- 
eration?” by J. W. Gayle and Vernon Driskell; “ Buying 
Good,” by Addison Dimmitt and J. W. Gayle; “ How to Keep 
Good Clerks,” by R. M. McFarland; “ Drug Store Rules,” by 
Addison Dimmitt; “The Pharmacist from a Professional and 
a Mercantile Standpoint,”’ by Vernon Driskell; “The Dis- 
pensing Counter,” by Vernon Driskell; ‘‘ Postage Stamps, Tele- 
phones, etc.,” by Vernon Driskell. 

Resolutions were adopteu indorsing the methods recently 
proposed by the N. A. R. D. looking to the betterment of trade 
conditions. 

An extensive and attractive programme of entertainment 
was enjoyed by everybody. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 
President, J. L. Clark, Vanceburg; first vice-president, H. K. 
McAagams, Lexington; second vice-president, G. E. Townsend, 
Bowling Green; third vice-president, J. B. Ross, Madisonville; 
ro glee J. W. Gayle, Frankfort; treasurer, Vernon Driskell, 

ent. 

Grayson Springs was selected as the place of the next meet- 
ing, the time to be fixed by the Executive Committee. 
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PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 
GREATER NEW YORK. 


The Diamond Drug Co., of New York City, is a new incor- 
poration; capital, $25,000. Directors: Peter Diamond, Jos. 
Gurwitz and Julius Hammer, New York City. 


Nothing has as yet been heard of the whereabouts of Wil- 
liam J. Hart, the druggist, who disappeared from Cranford, 
N. J., a few weeks ago. Mrs. Cox has ordered that the con- 
tents of the store be sold. 


The Sulphume Chemical Company has been incorporated 
under the laws of the State of New Jersey, with a capital of 
$1,500,000 and the following incorporators: Wm. E.. Fort, 
Walter L. Sims and Edward B. Woodruff. 


The marriage of Charles Gleason widely known as the Chi- 
cago representative of Parke, Davis & Co., was announced in 
our last issue. Mr. Gleason was renewing his acquaintance 
among the local staff of Parke, Davis & Co. last week. 


The General Chemical Co., as successor of the Nichols 
Chemical Co., has filed plans with the Department of Build- 
ings of the Borough of Queens for $100,000 worth of new 
structures on its property, at Laurel Hill, in the Town of 
Newtown. 


Michael A. Levittan, a druggist at 1,991 Lexington Avenue, 
and who has a branch office of the Adams Express Company 
in his store, was arrested on July 2 on a charge of giving the 
company a worthless check to settle an account. He was held 
in $1,500 bail. 

The Fraser Tablet Co., of New York City, with a capital of 
$1,500,000, has been incorporated at Albany, to manufacture 
drugs and medicines, preparing them in powder, liquid or 
solid form. The directors are: Horatio N. Fraser, of Brook- 
lyn; James H. Hutchens, of New Rochelle, and Erwin T. 
West, of Newark, N. J. 


R. A. MeCormick, of McCormick & Co., of Baltimore, 
sailed on the “ Minneapolis” on July 13 for a business trip 
in the interest of his house, through England and Central and 
Southern Europe. He will be absent from two to three 
months and will visit many dealers through whom they import 
and also the buyers abroad who handle goods of their manu- 
facture. 


The seventy-first annual course of instruction of the Col- 
lege of Pharmacy of the City of New York begins Monday, 
September 30. The curriculum has been remodeled and ex- 
tended, and the college now offers a very superior course of 
instruction in pharmacy. Thus far the number of students 
who have applied for matriculation has, it is said, greatly ex- 
ceeded last year’s record. 


H. W. Reusswig’s drug store on West Main Street, Somer- 
ville, N. J., was wrecked by an explosion on June 26, which 
set fire to the wood work, destroyed several adjoining houses, 
and caused the death of two persons and serious injuries to 
two others. The explosion was caused by gasoline, which 
was stored in the cellar, but what ignited it is not known. The 
premises were insured for $3,600. 


The drug store of Albert B. Baltzly, at the northeast corner 
of Broadway and Ninety-sixth Street, Manhattan, was flooded 
by the bursting of a water main on July 8. When the flood 
first issued from the broken main, Mr. Baltzly closed the front 
doors of his store and bolted them, but the rush of the torrent 
broke them in and within five minutes three feet of . water 
covered the floors of the store. The damage amounted to 
more than $3,000. 


The Butler Chemical & Drug Co. has been organized to con- 
duct a drug business in New Haven, in the store on State 
street formerly occupied by F. S. Calhoun & Co. The stock- 
holders are Wm. M. Butler, T. P. Gillespie, Jr., A. B. Simp- 
kin, Chas. A. Lambert, B. L. Lambert, A. J. Carmichael and 
Sylvester Smith. Several of the stockholders were formerly 
with the Calhoun Co., while others have been in the drug 
business as clerks or proprietors for years. 


Charles W. Parsons, editor of the Pharmaceutical Era, of 
New York, since 1881, has severed his connection with that 
journal, having resigned abruptly on the 10th inst. Mr. Par- 
sons was identified at one time with the New York College of 
Pharmacy in the capacity of professor of chemistry, and prior 
to his appointment on the Era he was for a brief period edi- 
tor of the Druggists Circular. He is succeeded as editor of the 
Pharmaceutical Era by Ezra J. Kennedy, who is a pharmacist 
of some ability, having held the chair of pharmacy for several 
years in the Detroit College of Medicine. Mr. Kennedy has 
been assistant editor of the Era for about ten years, and is 
widely and favorably known to the trade. 
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Burglars pried their way into Walter S. Rockey’s phar- 
macy at Thirty-fourth street and Eighth avenue a few days 
ago, ate up all his ice cream for soda water, drank a lot of 
cooling beverages, smoked his cigars and took $50 worth of 
them away: stole 75 cents in his cash till and walked out 
with about $200 worth more of chemicals and perfumes. 

Mr. Rockey has been robbed seven times, and has lost 
about $1,500 worth of goods. The last time he was robbed, 
about a month ago, the burglars stole $50 worth of lead pipe 
running from the siphons to the fountain upstairs. This 
flooded his cellar with soda, vichy and seltzer. He now says 
he is weary of being robbed, has given up hope of police pro- 
tection, and will in future depend on his burglar alarm and a 
watchman. 





Unlicensed Pharmacists in City Institutions. 


When Dr. Charles Rice was superintendent of the Gen- 
eral Drug Department, and had the selection of assistant 
apothecaries, he invariably required of applicants for positions 
that they be licentiates of the Board of Pharmacy. A few 
days ago inspectors of the Eastern Branch of the State Board 
of Pharmacy discovered that unlicensed men were being em- 
ployed as-dispensers in the Fordham, Gouverneur and Har- 
lem hospitals, which are under the jurisdiction of the Depart- 
ment of Public Charities. The board called the attention of 
the Commissioner of Charities to the matter, and at the same 
time made complaint to the Municipal Civil Service Com- 
mission regarding what they considered was a violation of 
the Pharmacy law. 

Apothecaries in the city hospitals are appointed from an 
eligible list furnished by the Civil Service Commission, who, 
however, do not ask the applicants if they have licenses to 
practice pharmacy from the State Board. In the Fordham, 
Harlem and Gouverneur hospitals apothecaries or apothe- 
caries’ assistants were found without licenses. Prof. Geo. C. 
Diekman, who has been interviewed on the subject, expresses 
the opinion that these violations were simply the result of 
an oversight. 

James Gerrity, acting superintendent of the General Drug 
Department, informed a reporter for the AMERICAN DRUGGIST 
that a record of the licensed pharmacists in the department 
was not kept. It was always assumed that appointees who 
were certified by the Civil Service Commission held regular 
pharmacists’ licenses, and the responsibility for the employ- 
ment of unlicensed men rested with the Civil Service Board. 
Mr. Gerrity said that the municipal Civil Service Commission 
had acted upon the complaint of the Board of Pharmacy, and 
adopted a new ruling to the effect that no one should hereafter 
be certified for appointment as a pharmacist unless he held 
a license granted to him by the State Board of Pharmacy. 

The action of the Civil Service Commission puts druggists 
in the same class with physicians, who are not certified for 
appointments unless they can show licenses as practitioners. 
Naturally, the Commission was glad of the opportunity to im- 
prove its internal administration, and it has willingly worked 
in conjunction with the State Board of Pharmacy. 





Italian Drug Clerk Killed, Probably for Revenge. 


Brooklyn police are engaged in an attempt to find out who 
killed Dominico Antonio Salamando, an Italian drug clerk, of 
1,271 Prospect Place, who came to Brooklyn two years ago 
from Philadelphia, where his father is said to be a banker. His 
body was found in the street near his home early in the morn- 
ing of July 8, a bullet having entered his brain through his eye. 
His brother-in-law, Antonio Rapullo, of 1,436 Bergen Street, is 
under arrest. Salamando is said to have married Rapullo’s 
sister, although he already had a wife in Philadelphia. He also 
is said to have taken part in the murder of a member of an 
Italian secret society in Philadelphia. 





At the three drug stores in the Italian quarter of Philadel- 
phia complete ignorance of the identity of Dominico Sala- 
mando was professed. 

At the Farmacia Italiano, at the southeast corner of Eighth 
and Catherine Streets, it was said that no drug clerk who had 
left Philadelphia to go to Brooklyn was known here. 

The Italio-American drug store at the northeast corner of 
Eighth and Catherine Streets, is a well-known pharmacy in 
“little Italy.””. The clerk in charge said he never heard of the 
man, but he was very uncommunicative. 

Michelotti’s, at Eighth and Fitzwater Streets, has been in 
that neighborhood for years. No one there seemed to know of 
a man named Salamando or of any drug clerk who had left 
this city within some time past. 
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The Manhattan Outing. 


With a view to bringing the members into closer social con- 
tact with each other, the Entertainment Committee of the Man- 
hattan Pharmaceutical Association arranged for a summer 
outing at Donnelly’s Park, College Point, on the afternoon and 
evening of July 9. The entertainment provided included a 
baseball game between two “scrub nines,’ known as the 
Paragorics and the Castor Oils, the former winning under the 
captaincy of G. J. Duerr, with a score of 15 to 11, Eugene F. 
Lohr acting as umpire. In the prize bowling contest for men, 
Cc. A. Niemeyer won with a score of 40. Wm. J. Carr, F. P. 
Tuthill and G. H. Hitchcock tied with a score of 39, and in 
rolling off the tie, Mr. Carr won the first prize, an umbrella; 
Mr. Tuthill the second, a pair of link sleeve buttons, and Mr. 
Hitchcock the third, an ink well. The fifth prize was won by 
R. H. Timmermann, with a score of 38. Four bowlers tied 
with a score of 37—namely, S. F. Haddad, Charles Grube, 
Fred. Wichelns and Karl Schnackenberg, the first two named 
winning a box of cigars in the roll-off. The dinner, which was 
served at 7 o’clock, was partaken of by nearly two hundred 
guests, fully half of whom were ladies. No after dinner speak- 
ing had been contemplated by the committee in charge, but 
in response to vigorous calls on the part of the audience, brief 
addresses were made by the president, J. M. Pringle, Jr.; the 
first vice-president, George E. Schweinfurth; the chairman of 
the Entertainment Committee, Bruno R. Dauscha; the treas- 
urer, George H. Hitchcock; Felix Hirsemann, treasurer of the 
German Apothecaries’ Society; O. C. Kleine, president of the 
Kings County Pharmaceutical Society; Prof. George C. Diek- 
man, of the College of Pharmacy, Mr. Fursman, and Caswell 
A. Mayo, editor of the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 

The evening was divided between dancing, prize shooting 
and prize bowling for the ladies, the winners in the latter 
contest being Mrs. O’Rourke, Mrs. G. T. Reeder, Mrs. Geo. 
Schweinfurth, Mrs. J. M. Pringle, Miss M. Smith, Miss Nor- 
walk, Miss Neumer and Mrs. H. C. Boysen, in the order 
named. 

The winners in the rifle shooting were: (1) Alex. Tscheppe, 
(2) J. H. Lawrence, (83) C. A. Niemeyer, (4) Dr. A. C. Griffin, 
the ladies winning prizes being Mrs. G. T. Reeder and Mrs. 
J. M. Pringle. 

Among those present besides the gentlemen already named 
were Fred. Borggreve, Otto Weinstein, president of the Retail 
Druggists’ Association; Dr. Goldwater, president of the Great- 
er New York Pharmaceutical Society; George H. White, S. V. 
B. Swann, Fred. Mahler, T. L. Hepp, Max Mariamson, J. L. 
Lascoff, H. C. Boysen, Mr. Steinach, G. J. Duerr, W. L. 
Schaaf, Ed. Pfaff, Wm. Hauenstein, Chas. H. Bjorkwall, Nel- 
son S. Kirk, E. Meinecke, C. Rosenbaum and A. B. Baltzly. 

Among the apostles of commerce present were A. P. 
Dargan, of Sharp & Dohme; Wm. De Zeller, of Seabury & 
Johnson; Wm. H. Ebbitt, of Schieffelin & Co.; J. H. Rogers, of 
Johnson & Johnson. 





Revival of an Old Drug Swindle. 


Some druggists doing business in Brooklyn have complained 
to the police of a gang of alleged swindlers who are attempt- 
ing to blackmail them in a bold and clever manner. The 
method of the swindlers is this: One of the gang goes into a 
drug store and has a prescription filled. Then he goes away, 
but soon he is back again, apparently very angry. Rushing to 
the proprietor of the store, he declares that his prescription 
contained poison; that his wife has been half killed by taking 
a dose, and that he is going to sue for damages. The final 
move of the man is to become sufficiently pacified to propose 
a settlement, whereby he gets a sum of money not to bring 
suit. 

In some cases, it was learned, the swindler has been known 
to bring back to the store the bottle of medicine he has bought, 
after having put into it some foreign drug that could be detect- 
ed byanalysis. Hechallenges the druggist to make an examina- 
tion, which sometimes results in convincing the latter that he 
had better pay up. 





The Westchester Association Meet. 


The Westchester Pharmaceutical Association held its sum- 
mer meeting at City Island Wednesday, July 10. A report of 
the committee from the annual meeting of the New York 
State Pharmaceutical Association, held in Buffalo, June 2-5, 
was read by Secretary Weisendanger, who attended the con- 
vention. A fine dinner was served at Von Liew’s Hotel. <A 
game of ball was indulged in, and the team captained by Mr. 
Leonard defeated that of Mr. Wiesendanger by a score of 65 
to 63, more or less. 





















AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 
WESTERN NEW YORK. 


Business Good in Buffalo—The Uniform Price Plan Werks Well— 
A Stricter Enforcement of the Law in the Northern Counties, 





(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Buffalo, July 17.—There is a good report from the Buffalo 
drug stores this summer. The Pan-American trade, of which 
the proprietors were rather doubtful, has turned out to be just 
what they needed, and they are making the most of it. In- 
stead of being confined to cigars and soda water, it embraces 
nearly all that is sold in a drug store, and is, of course, profit- 
able. The visitors have taken to the business part of the city 
much more than was looked for, and they are liberal. This is 
shown by the reports of the receipts from the percentage con- 
cessions, which pay several cents more in proportion than they 
did at Chicago. So the druggist is slowly emerging from the 
almost hopeless condition of profitless trade into which he had 
about fallen. The move to establish a minimum price for pro- 
prietary goods has been a great help. While it has not brought 
in great profits to any one, it has been effectual by removing 
the uncertainty. Before this agreement was made and en- 
forced by all possible safeguards there was a very nervous 
state of trade everywhere in the city. The uncertainty of it all 
was the worst feature. Whenever a druggist noted that his 
sales of this or that article fell off he at once suspected that 
somebody in his territory was cutting the price and getting 
his general trade by the move also. So he waited a while, saw 
that his trade did not improve, and then cut the price, also by 
guess. It is different now. There is a feeling of confidence 
that comes of a certainty that nobody can take advantage in 
this way without being discovered and brought to book for it. 
Then the selling of dollar goods for 85 cents has the appear- 
ance of sharing the profit with the customer, and so long as 
everybody charges the same price there is no complaint and 
no effort to create suspicion by claiming that the same article 
can be had of So-and-So for less. 


PHARMACIES SUSPECTED OUTSIDE OF BUFFALO 


Some time ago the western branch of the State Board of 
Pharmacy sent out Charles E. Abbott into the counties north 
of Buffalo to inspect the drug stores in that section. Being a 
graduate of both the medical and pharmaceutical colleges of 
the University Buffalo he was well qualified to do this 
work. His report is in and the board is devising plans for 
meeting the conditions found. As a rule the infringements of 
the law are mostly confined to a failure to display the names 
of the proprietors on the outside of the building, an offense 
that the board is inclined to deal with very leniently. There 
are occasionally flagrant violations of the law in stores long 
in the same hands, and in other cases a disposition is shown 
to cover up a transgression that is well known to be such by 
the druggist. In these latter cases there will be no leniency 
shown and some of the cases will be presented to the grand 
jury without further delay, though it is not expected that much 
can be done with them till fall. It is said to come very hard 
for these old establishments that have done as they please, law 
or no law, for 20 years to come down to inspection rules, and 
some of the proprietors are apparently overstepping their 
bounds by asserting their supposed ifidependence. The board 
is in every way inclined to be conservative, and if any one is 
punished it will be because he is mean about things and re- 
fuses to comply with the law. 


CATTARAUGUS COUNTY DRUGGISTS. 


At a meeting of the druggists in Salamanca, recently a 
county organization wag perfected by electing J. C. Krieger, 
of Salamanca, president; H. F. Fuller, of .West Salamanca, 
vice-president; E. A. Stratton, of East Randolph, secretary, 
and C. S. Phelpps, Towanda, treasurer. The president was 
empowered to appoint committees, and announced the follow- 
ing: Executive Committee—F. R. Brothers, Olean; G. L. Alex- 
ander, Ellicottville; W. R. Seil, Randolph. Committee on 
Trade Interests—H. A. Soule, Allegany; A. L. Palmer, Olean; 
C. S. Phelps, Gowanda. Committee on Papers—Will Ferris, 
Franklinville; E. A. Straton, East Randolph, and John Mur- 
phy, of North Olean. It was decided to hold meetings quarter- 
ly, and the next one will be held in Salamanca October 8. 


BUFFALO NEWS ITEMS. 


Word comes from Cleveland that the bowlers among the 
druggists there are coming to Buffalo in August for another 
match. This includes a stop at the Exposition, of course. 


Buffalo druggists complain that there is a great scarcity of 
¢lerks of all grades, due, it is supposed, to the rush to the 
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Exposition grounds for employment. That takes up all the 
surplus in practically all branches of business. 


The wide awakes among the Buffalo druggists are at work 
on a social club, and expect it to develop into a vaudeville or 
glee club before they are through with the arrangement, but 
they are so far able merely to announce that the plan is going 
through this winter. 


The Buffalo druggists for the most part have felt that they 
had done their full share of entertaining and getting up outings 
this summer, but it was feared that there would be a break in 
the line if no regular outing was taken, so President Lockie 
of the County Association has set the ball moving and there 
will be a picnic, though the day has not been set yet. F 


The Red Cross Drug Company, spite of its merger in some 
form into the hands of the managers of the sanitarium at Go- 
wanda, is reported to be in a receivership in the person of Man- 
ager Boeckel of the sanitarium. Some of the Buffalo stock- 
holders lock on the move as an effort to freeze them out, and 
say that the company was solvent and making money right 
along. 


NEW YORK STATE NOTES. 


The Hyde Drug Company, of Malone, has been incorporated 
with a capital of $25,000. Directors— C. W. Hyde, J. E. Rog- 
ers and M. C. Ransom, Malone. 


E. J. Reimann, of Machias, has purchased a third interest 
in the store of W. H. and G. W. G. Ferris, at Franklinville, 
and the firm name has been changed to the Ferris & Ferris 
Co. 


At a meeting of the Chemung County Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation (City of Elmira, N. Y.) on June 18 the following officers 
were elected to serve during the ensuing year: President, 
Edgar L. Mayo; vice-president, A. S. Hamilton; secretary and 
treasurer, Frank R. Hooker. 


The Herkimer edition of the Utica (N. Y.) “ Saturday 
Globe,” for June 22, publishes an excellent half-tone engrav- 
ing showing the class in chemistry at St. Mary’s Academy in 
Little Falls. The chemistry class is composed of twenty-two 
students, with John Hurley, the well-known pharmacist, of 
Little Falls, as teacher. Mr. Hurley takes a deep interest in 
the work and the laboratory is fitted out with all the latest ap- 
pliances for all kinds of experimental work. Mr. Hurley is a 
prominent member of the New York State Pharmaceutical 
Association, and was at one time a candidate for the State 
Board of Pharmacy. 


Saratoga Springs, N. Y., has now a real up to date city 
drug store—we beg pardon—modern pharmaceutical labora- 
tory, for Wm. C. Alpers, of 47 West Thirty-first street, who 
formerly conducted the Merck Pharmacy, has just opened a 
place at the corner of Broadway and Church street, in the 
well-known summer resort. In noting the advent of the new- 
comer among local druggists, and after a reference to the 
high class prescription pharmacy which Mr. Alpers will con- 
duct, the ‘“‘ Saratogian ” adds: He, of course, realizes that side 
lines must not be neglected, and he has, therefore, in stock 
Horton’s ice cream, Wallace’s candies, Acker, Merrill & Con- 
dit’s cigars and Park & Tilford’s perfumes. 


A Check Swindler in Brooklyn. 


The Brooklyn police have in their custody a man they be- 
lieve is connected with an extensive plan for swindling by aid 
of the telephone. A few days ago the telephone bell rang 
in Florence & Slattery’s drug store, No. 39 Grant square. 

“Hello, is this Mr. Slattery ?” said a voice, and when an 
affirmative reply was given the voice rattled off this little 
story: eh 

“This is Dr. Barlow, of Bergen street. I’m expecting an 
express package every moment, on which there is $50 charges, 
but just now I am a little short. If I send around my boy 
with a check for $25 will you kindly cash it ?” 

“ Why, certainly, doctor ?” was the answer. 

Shortly after a boy came in with the check, received the 
money and the event was forgotten until Monday, when the 


check came back marked ‘“ N. G.” Dr. Barlow, who lives at 


No. 1109 Bergen street, was communicated with, and he de- 
nied he sent the check. 

The police were notified, and it was discovered that sev- 
eral other druggists were swindled in like manner. 
has been made. 


An arrest 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 


A Pharmacist Governor of the Province of Benguet Under Fire— 
Jealousy Between Military and Civil Authorities—Adulterated 
Drugs—Minor News Notes. 





(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Boston, July 18.—By a dispatch from Manila last week it 
was learned that Goy. H. Phelps Whitmarsh, of the province 
of Benguet, had been ordered to submit to an investigation. 
Allegations have been lodged against him by an army officer 
and a regimental surgeon, which have led the Philippine Com- 
mission to take the step above indicated. 

The charges are to the effect that Mr. Whitmarsh has been 
using his office to aid him in acquiring land and mining rights 
from the natives; that he has been indiscreet and violated his 
instructions. 

Mr. Whitmarsh’s friends in this city, and they are many, 
place no reliance in the charges and expect his vindication. 
In fact, Mr. Whitmarsh is fully trusted by Judge Taft, and it 
is thought that the “ investigation” was ordered for the pur- 
pose of exoneratian. It looks like jealousy on the part of the 
military people of the civil administration. His differences 
with General Otis probably increased the difficulties. General 
Otis, it will be recalled, had written to an American magazine 
that the war in the Philippines was over; Whitmarsh answered 
in the “ Outlook” with considerable vigor, maintaining that 
the war was far from ended. The military authorities have 
hindered him in every way possible, so that he was personally 
compelled to clean out a party of head hunters with the aid 
of volunteers. Mr. Whitmarsh did acquire some mining rights 
about a year before he became Governor of Benguet, but the 
statement that he has been using his position to obtain land 
seems untenable in view of the well-known fact that the Hoar 
amendment to the Spooner bill prohibits the acquisition of 
land by Americans for a year. 


ADULTERATED DRUGS 


By the last month’s report of the State Board of Health it 
is learned that samples of the following drugs were found to 
be adulterated: Capsicum, caryophyllus, glycerinum, oleum 
olivee, sodii boras, sodii phosphas, sulphur lotum, sulphur 
precipitatum and tinctura iodi. Of 39 samples of “ extract of 
lemon” examined, but one was found up to the standard. Of 
33 samples of “extract of vanilla” examined, 28 were found 
to be adulterated. Five samples of confectionery were found 
to be of good quality. Four catarrh cures showed the presence 
of cocaine, and the board again calls attention to the danger 
involved in using drugs containing this ingredient. 


CITY JOTTINGS. 


Hearings are now being held in the Hoagland suit and 
there is a prospect of an early decision. 


Alfred W. Balch, Ph.G., M.D., surgeon U. 8S. N., has been 
assigned to duty on the “ Wabash” in this harbor. 


C. E. Harrington, of the Eastern Drug Co., is on his vaca- 
tion. He expected to go to Buffalo during his absence. 


Edward S. Hanson, of the senior class M. C. P., is clerking 
at S. A. D. Sheppard & Co.’s, 1152 Washington street. 


Dr. Julius Garst is ebout commencing suit aginst Houghton 
& Dutton for selling his goods at less than the fixed price. 


S. A. Epstein is to open a new store at 129 Sumner street. 
He has placed a contract with James W. Tufts for a new 
fountain. 


This weather makes the soda fountain a good dividend 
payer. Druggists are getting many nickels during the present 
heated term. 


A bottle containing an opium preparation was _ recently 
stolen from the store of Edward Daly, South Boston. Subse- 
quently the thief used the drug for suicidal purposes. 


STATE NEWS. 


The next meeting of the M. S. P. A. will be held at North- 
ampton. 


The John Wenzel recently arrested in New York for forgery 
obtained money and goods illegally from Cambridge druggists 
some months ago. 


Guy W. Garland’s store at Gardner has been purchased by 
George B. Underwood and Roy D. Judd, Ph.G. Mr. Judd will 
manage the business. 
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Arthur 8. Spofford recently purchased the Hartshorn store, 
Lincoln street, Worcester. Mr. Spofford has clerked in this 
establishment several years. 

John A. Tupper’s store, North Cambridge, was recently 
damaged by an explosion of chemicals and fire to the extent 
of $50. Mr. Tupper was cut in the face by flying glass. 


Messrs. William F. Sawyer, Linus D. Drury, Ph.G., and 
Julian W. Baird, M.D., of Boston, were in Salem last week. 
They were shown about by Treasurer Nichols, of the M. 8S. 
se © 


The Fuller Chemical Company, to manufacture disinfect- 
ants and other chemical preparations, was recently incorpo- 
rated at Augusta, Me. The capital is $350,000; $50 paid in. 
President, Charles W. Fraser, Lynn, Mass.; treasurer, Harry 
A. Fuller, Lynn, Mass. Certificate approved July 11. 


° NEW ENGLAND ITEMS. 


T. J. Hill’s store, Colebrook, N. H., was destroyed by fire 
July 8. 

George A. Hanscom, Manchester, N. H., died on July 8, at- 
ter a short illness. He was 41 years old. He engaged in busi- 
ness in Manchester about seven years ago, entering the employ 
of E. H. Currier. Later he bought out the Currier pharmacy 
and conducted the business alone up to the time of his death. 
He leaves a widow and two sisters. 

The annual meeting of the Maine Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion began at Portland, July 9. The president, Mr. Boynton, 
of Biddeford, was unable to be present, and Vice-President 
Frank H. Partridge presided. The following officers were 
elected: President, Frank H. Partridge, of Augusta; vice-presi- 
dents, D. P. Moulton, Lewiston; F. T. Crane, Machias; secre- 
tary, Dr. M. L. Porter, of Danforth; treasurer, Walter IL. Drew, 
of Portland. Later in the day the members went to the White 
Mountains for a sojourn of two days at the Mt. Pleasant 
House. Another business session was held on the 10th. Dr. 
Garst, of Worcester, Mass., made an address. It was voted 
to remain in the N. A. R. D., and to request that organization 
to favorably consider the Garst plan. D. W. Hazeltine, of 
Portland, Me., will probably be the delegate to the N. A. Rt. D. 
Most of the time was devoted to social enjoyment. 





Frederick Stearns, Master of Arts. 


The honorary degree of Master of Arts has been conferred 
on Frederick Stearns, of Detroit, by the University of Michi- 
gan, and in noting the event, the Detroit “Free Press” ex- 
presses itself as follows: 

“In paying a well-deserved tribute to a man who has done 
so much for science and the arts by conferring upon Frederick 
Stearns, of Detroit, the degree of Master of Arts, the Universi- 
ty of Michigan did itself no small honor. In whatever chan- 
nel his activities were directed, Mr. Stearns has made a record 
at once honorable and creditable. During his active business 
career he was not only a far-seeing man of affairs, but was also 
a tireless investigator im his chosen science, and the literature 
of pharmacy of his day was so frequently and so greatly en- 
riched by his contributions that he speedily took rank among 
the foremost pharmacists of the country, and was chosen pres- 
ident of the American Pharmaceutical Association. Later, 
when his success in the commercial world was such that his 
business that bears his name could be placed in other compe- 
tent hands, and thus cease to require his own immediate at- 
tention, he devoted his leisure to science and the fine arts, col- 
lecting objects of rare interest from all parts of the world dur- 
ing his extensive travels. Our own Museum of Art bears 
splendid testimony to this effect in the collection donated by 
him, embracing many thousands of specimens and represent- 
ing an enormous outlay of time and money. As a conchologist 
Mr. Stearns ranks among the few recognized authorities, and 
his book, in which Pilsbury, of Philadelphia, was his collabora- 
tor, is a standard work of reference. 

- “ But the persevering investigator and the man of cultivated 
tastes and fine discrimination is further shown in Mr. Stearns’ 
collection of musical instruments now in the museum of the 
university at Ann Arbor, which is probably the finest collection 
in the country, and certainly the most complete, in his elabo- 
rate collections of precious stones and objects of Japanese art, 
both in the Detroit museum, and in his collection of rare drugs, 
to be found in the museum of the Stearns laboratory in his 
city. 

“The University of Michigan has conferred the degree as 
stated; but to those whose privilege it has been to know him 
well he has for many years been Frederick Stearns, Master 
of Arts.” 
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A Million Dollar Syndicate Wants Philadelphia Drug Stores—lIs it 
a “Silly Season ” Hoax ?—Louis Emanuel Not Reappointed to 
the Board. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Philadelphia, July 17.—Considerable interest was aroused 
among the retail druggists in this city by the announcement 
that a movement was on foot whereby a syndicate, with a 
capital of $1,000,000, would buy up all the retail drug stores 
in Philadelphia. 

Joseph S. Schimpf, acting as a representative of the syndi- 
cate, called on about twenty-five retail druggists Monday 
and disclosed to them the intentions of the new company. 
He stated that his company had a capitalization of $1,000,000 
and it was their intention to purchase as many of the retail 
stores as could be had until the amount of $1,000,000 was ex- 
pended, after which time stock would be issued and could be 
bought by outside parties. It is also the purpose of the syndi- 
cate to abolish all stores not on a paying basis, and such stores 
as will be retained will be fitted up with all modern improve- 
ments and are to be in charge of the former proprietors, who 
would act in the capacity of managers at a salary based on 
the amount of business done. Mr. Schimpf also stated that 
they are now preparing a prospectus which would be ready 
in about two weeks, at which time every retail druggist in 
Philadelphia would receive a copy. 


NOT ENOUGH MONEY. 


A representative of the AMERICAN Druaoist called on a 
number of druggists to obtain their views regarding the pro- 
posed consolidation, and they universally stated that such a 
proposition was impracticable, and that it was impossible for 
a concern with a capital of $1,000,000 to purchase all the 
retail drug stores in Philadelphia, and that in order to pur- 
chase all the stores in this city it would require at least $5,000,- 
000, this estimate being on the belief that there were about 
1,000 retail drug stores in the city, and that 200 of them could 
be purchased for no less than $1,500 and 300 of them at $2,000. 
which would entail an expenditure of $9,000,000, and for this 
amount they would have only procured about 500 stores, 
which probably now are only doing enough business to cover 
expenses. The balance of the 500 stores would range in price 
from $5,000 to $10,000, and several stores would. exceed this 
amount. 

When asked as to whether or not the new syndicate com- 
prised wholesale druggists, Mr. Schimp? stated there were 
no wholesalers interested whatever; that it was simply a num- 
ber of capitalists looking for a good investment. 

This scheme has attracted considerable attention, but it is 
believed, however, that the hot weather has had something 
to do with it. It is generally recognized that this is what is 
considered the silly season, and many schemes are brought 
out during this period which at other times would not be given 
a moment’s thought. It is said that many of the drug stores in 
this city are now practically owned by the wholesale druggists, 
and if a new company should secure them it would not be 
long before other stores would be started and general competi- 
tion and the cutting of prices indulged in. . 


MR. MINNICH SUCCEEDS MR EMANUEL ON THE BOARD. 


The fight made by the retail druggists against the reap- 
pointment of President Louis Emanuel, of the Pennsylvania 
Pharmaceutical Examining Board, has met with success, and 
Mr. Minnich, a druggist of Pittsburg, has been chosen by 
Governor Stone to succeed Mr. Emanuel. Mr. Emanuel has 
been a member of the board for a number of years, but the 
drastic measures he took last year and the manner in which 
he brought suit against the retail druggists throughout the 
State created considerable ill feeling, and it was through the 
organized work of the retail druggists that he was defeated. 


PHILADELPHIA NOTES. 


M. N. Kilne is spending a few. days in Buffalo taking in the 
= as well as looking after the exhibit of his firm 
there. 


Gen. Oscar W. Head, representing the Swamp Root Co., 
was in the city recently and was successful in taking a num- 
ber of large orders. 


James Buckman, president of the Philadelphia Drug Co., 
as well as the proprietor of the drug store at Eighth and Green 
streets, has gone to the mountains in New Hampshire to es- 
cape the heat of the city. 


DRUGGIST AND 
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The Girard Chemical Co., of this city, whose specialty is 
supplying physicians with proprietary tablets, is doing a large 
business all over the country and Canada, and is preparing 
to make a conquest of Mexico. 


It is stated by a well known member of a leading sponge 
house of this city that there will be a considerable advance in 
the price of Florida sponges this fall, as the catch has been 
exceedingly small, and there is a short supply on hand. 


Many of the druggists in this city are taking advantage of 
the dull season and have gone on vacations. Some are at the 
seashore, others in the mountains and some in the country. 
There are considerable changes being made by many of the 
druggists, some of the stores being completely altered. 


A. R. H. Fiedler, 4443 Ridge avenue, has rented the ground 
floor of the building formerly occupied by the ‘‘ North Ameri- 
can” at the northwest corner of Seventh and Chestnut streets. 
He is having this store fitted up in the latest style, and as 
there are no drug stores in this vicinity, it is thought it will be 
a paying venture. 


During the summer months the members of the Bowling 
Club are leading a life of ease and no exercises are being 
indulged in. The mascot of the club, Mr. Branson, is going 
quietly ahead and he is preparing plans for the formation of 
a new club in the fall, which will be second to none in the 
country. This club is to have its own alleys, and it is thought 
that a general drug club can now be formed, as there is more 
of a desire on part of the trade to get together than ever be- 
fore. 

Walter F. Ware, 512 Arch street, has, after a number of 
months’ negotiations, secured the lease of the whole building. 
This is a four-story structure, and it is the intention of Mr. 
Ware to have a new factory for the manufacture of abdominal 
belts, elastic hosiery and suspensory bandages. He has se- 
cured a large amount of the latest improved machinery, as 
well as operators, from England and Canada, and it is his in- 
tention to manufacture everything pertaining to this line of 
business. 





CANADIAN NEWS. 


The annual meeting of the New Brunswick Pharmaceutical 
Society was held last month at St. John, N. B., with H. J. 
Dick presiding. Those in attendance from outside the city of 
St. John were George Y. Dibblee, of Fredericton, and Thomas 
C. Donald, of Hampton. The society’s condition, as shown by 
the reports received, is very satisfactory. The treasurer re- 
ported a balance of about $600 on hand. 

The election of officers for the year resulted as follows: H. 
J. Dick, president; George Y. Dibblee, of Fredericton, vice- 
president; E. R. W. Ingraham, secretary; M. V. Paddock, 
treasurer; M. H. Mowatt, registrar. Members of Council, C. 
P. Clark, C. McGregor, T. C. Donald, Struan Robertson, 8. H. 
Hawker, R. E. Coupe and E. Clinton Brown. 


Drug Clerks Organize. 


The drug clerks. of St. John, N. B., Canada, have formed 
the St. John Drug Clerks’ Association. Those present at the 
initial meeting on June 27 were C. M. Cougle, R. J. Fitzgerald, 
G. M. Roulston, W. S. Jones, C. M. Vanwart, G. B. Allen, B. A. 
Hoyt, E. Watters, W. D. McKay, R. H. Robb, W. Harold Wil- 
lis, G. F. Dunham, G. Murphy, Otto Reinecke, George Coupe, 
Robert Plumpton, George McKinney, Andrew B. Burns, W. 
Mahoney, J. O’Neill, F. W. Munroe, George Price, Burpee 
Brown, Fred Atkinson, P. C. Ross, N. C. Hoyt and others. 

The following officers were elected: R. H. Robb, president; 
Andrew B. Burns, vice-president; George F'. Dunham, secre- 
tary; W. H. Willis, treasurer. The council chosen are R. 
Plumpton, Fred. Munro, George McKinney, Otto Reinecke, 
George Allen, Walter Jones, Clarence Cougle and George 
Price. <A set of by-laws and a constitution were drawn up and 
approved. 





The New Jersey Board Wins a Suit. 


The New Jersey Board of Pharmacy has obtained judgment 
against Dr. H. M. Harman, of Frenchtown, for a violation of 
the pharmacy act, the penalty being $100. The defendant con- 
ducted a drug business without being a registered pharmacist, 
being apparently under the impression that his license as a 
physician entitled him to conduct a drug store without refer- 
ence to the Pharmacy Board. The board is making every 
effort to have the law enforced, and the secretary, Henry 
Jordan, of Bridgeton, will be glad to receive information of 
any infringements of the pharmacy law, of which legal proof 
can be obtained. 
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Progress cf the North Carolina Pharmacist—Improvements in S.ores 
and General Development—The State Has Six Jobbing Drug 
Hous:s—News and Notes of the State. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


taleigh, July 17.—One having an opportunity to observe 
the drug stores in this State cannot fail to be impressed with 
the fact that the druggists are fairly prosperous. In a few 
towns the business may be overdone, but, generally speaking, 
they are doing well, and failures are rare. This is all the more 
remarkable when we consider that North Carolina is not re- 
garded as a good business State. She is great in natural re- 
sources, a great agricultural State, a progressive manufactur- 
ing State, and noted for the variety of her products. This ac- 
counts, to some degree, for the success of our pharmacists. 
Then, too, they are men of character, brains and industry. 
The dirty, dingy drug stores are giving way to clean, hand- 
some stores. Tidy, even if inexpensive, fixtures are being put 
in most drug stores in towns having more than 4,000 popula- 
tion. 

PROSPEROUS RETAILERS. 


Six years ago Raleigh didn’t have a single drug store that 
might be called a modern, up to date establishment. Now 
there are nearly a dozen handsome pharmacies, and others 
must follow. The Paragon Pharmacy, at Asheville, has been 
considered the handsomest drug store in the South by com- 
petent judges. At Charlotte the stores of Dr. J. H. McAden 
and of R. H. Jordan & Co. present quite an inviting appear- 
ance. T. R. Abernothy & Co., at Newton, have a very pretty 
store for a small town. At Scotland Neck, another small town, 
E. T. Whitehead & Co. have fitted up an ornamental and well 
equipped pharmacy. Numerous other stores in the State have 
improved wonderfully in the past five years. 

W. M. Yearby, of Durham, has set a pace that will require 
some speed on the part of other progressive druggists. Recent- 
ly he secured the services of a Boston store-fixture concern 
and has put in rich mahogany furniture, trimmed in gold, 
floor mosaic tiling, white, with beautiful ribbon border. Ceil- 
ing overhead is onyx effect,.exquisitely paneled. The show 
cases are of the finest French plate, both beveled and oval. 
On one side there are 45 feet of mirrors in sections. The pre- 
scription case is of the finest cathedral glass, very handsome, 
and is fitted up with all the modern conveniences for the phar- 
macist. The soda fountain is a 20th century, with automatic 
earbonator and filterer, syrups in full view. The store is 
lighted by electricity and fitted up with expensive gold 
chandeliers. The foregoing may not interest your readers in 
the great cities, but Southern druggists will appreciate it, and 
some of your city readers may wonder what we are trying to 
do down here “ in the woods.” 


THE SELF MADE MAN. 


Mr. Yearby is a self made man and has worked his way up 
from a very small beginning. In addition to his Durham store 
he has a drug store at West Durham and at Chapel Hill, all 
prospering. He is ex-president of the North Carolina Pharma- 
ceutical Association, and is a social favorite in a large circle 
of friends and acquaintances. 


THE JOBBING TRADE. 


North Carolina has six jobbing drug houses: The W. H. 
King Drug Co., Raleigh; Goldsboro Drug Co., Goldsboro; R. 
R. Bellamy, Wilmington; L. Richardson Drug Co., Greens- 
boro; Jno. M. Scott & Co., and the Burwell & Dunn Co., Char- 
lotte. Two of the concerns are exclusively wholesale—L. 
Richardson Drug Co. and Jno. M. Seott & Co. The others do 
~ ‘is retail business in connection. All seem to be success- 
ul. 


ITEMS OF NEWS FROM NORTH CAROLINA. 

Jenkins & Farries, a new drug firm at Goldsboro, seem to 
be doing a good business. 

S. P. Harris, formerly of Reidsville, is now doing a splendid 
drug business at Newport, Tenn. 

Ballance, Dill & Co. have bought the drug store owned by 
Dr. N. J. McIntyre, at Morehead City. 

Dr. H. J. Walker has just opened a new drug store at Dil- 
worth, near Charlotte, a suburb, in fact. 


J. Hicks Bunting, one of the most successful deni at 
Wilmington, was recently married, and has just returned 
from a prolonged Northern tour. 
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The New Lloyd Library—The Dow Liquor Law is Constitutional 








OHIO. 


—Indiana Pharmacists Have Troubl: with the Medical Board. 





(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Cincinnati, July 20.—Prof. John Uri Lloyd and his brother, 
C. G. Lloyd, have taken out a building permit to construct a 
house on Court street, to be used exclusively as a botanical 
library. The building is to be four stories high, and will be of 
pressed brick and brownstone trimmings. The Lloyds have 
probably the rarest collection of books on botany and materia 
medica extant. Their library has been famous for years, and 
it has frequently been written up in various college and other 
journals. Many of the books are yellow and torn with age, 
and long since out of print. Even the Congressional Library 
at Washington, established at the expense of the United States 
Government and maintained by public taxes, is said to be not 
quite so complete in this particular line. The first floor of the 
new library building will be used for the kitchen, laboratory 
and reception rooms. The second floor will contain bed cham- 
bers and stock rooms, and the upper floors will be used ex- 
clusively to store away the books and magazines that have ac- 
cumulated for many years. When completed the new botan- 
ical library will cost between $12,000 and $15,000. 

The Lloyds are exceptionally well known in the literary 
world. Prof. John Uri Lloyd is not only a leading chemist and 
wholesale druggist, but a well-known author. His “ Eti- 
dorpha”’ had a large sale, and his more recent novel, “ String- 
town on the Pike,” is selling much more rapidly than Dodd. 
Mead & Co., the publishers, expected it to. Professor Lloyd 
has written text books on chemistry and other sciences, and 
is noted far and wide as a student and lenrned man. His 
brother, C. G. Lloyd, is not only a botanist of note, but a gradu- 
ate in law. He has studied botany for years and is one of the 
eminent authorities of the country. He recently went to the 
Bermuda Islands and elsewhere to study the growth of fungi, 
and made many valuable photographs. Both the Lloyds will 
have their private dens in this modern and up-to-date library, 
and will be so situated that they can pursue scientific re- 
searches and write for the various magazines and other pub- 
lications without being molested in any way. Work on the 
new library will begin at once. 


THE DOW LIQUOR LAW PECLARED VALID 
of Springfield, Ohio, recently 


Common Pleas Judge Mower, 
decided that the Middleton law, requiring druggists to pay the 
Dow tax for selling liquor, is constitutional. Detective John 
T. Norris, who is known all over the country, recently caused 
the arrest of Dr. T. J. Casper, a leading druggist of that city, 
for selling liquor contrary to law, and this decision is the re- 
sult. The Middleton law is being discussed in all its phases 
this week by the Ohio State Pharmaceutical Association at 
the annual meeting in Dayton. An effort will be made to have 
the obnoxious law repealed. 

INDIANA PHARMACISTS BEING STIRRED UP. 

The Indiana State Board of Medical Examiners is after the 
druggists of that State, and the prosecution of one of the latter 
will follow to test or determine the status of the compounders 
of prescriptions and the authority of the board. Physicians of 
the small towns are flooding the board with complaints that 
the druggists are prescribing over the counter contrary to law. 
There promises to be a bitter fight between the. druggists and 
the physicians of the Hoosier State. Both sides have em- 
ployed attorneys to guard their respective interests. 


HEARD HERE AND THERE. 


The recent hot spell has given the soda water business a 
big boom. 

Charles H. Gram, the Dayton druggist, has put a new soda 
fountain in his store. 

Johnny Bauer, who was formerly on Sycamore street, is 
prospering on Walnut Hills. 

Flames recently madé a clean sweep of the pretty store of 
G. H. Stockman, of Loudonville, Ohio. Mr. Stockman will re- 
build. 

Col. O. B. Coffman, a widely known and popular pharmacist 
of the Gem City, is jubilating over the arrival of an heir at his 
Dayton home. Ten pounds, 

George Lehman, of the Nipgen Pharmacy at Chillicothe, 
and Miss Mamie Meirs, of Portsmouth, were recently united in 
wedlock. They have just returned from their honeymoon. 
























Cc. J. Kreihbeil has opened an elegant pharmacy at Dayton, 
Ohio. He has long been connected with affairs pharmaceutical 
in that city and will no doubt meet with success in his new 
venture. 


C. M. Ridgway, the druggist of Cedarville, Ohio, where 
Whitelaw Reid first saw the light of day, has just returned 
from an extended trip to the Hot Springs of Arkansas. His 
health is bewer. 


The pharmacists of this city who have fought for decent 
prices and fair competition claim that the cut rate druggists 
are having more or less trouble securing goods. They feel sure 
of ultimate victory. 


Dr. D. A. Yeiser, the new Mayor of Paducah, Ky., is a drug- 
gist, and a good one, too. The recently elected prosecuting 
attorney at Paducah is also a druggist, as well as a disciple of 
Blackstone and Kent. 


The mother of Robert Quehl, the clever young pharmacist 
of Winton place, died recently at her home in Newport, Ky., 
of heart failure. Mrs. Quehl was one of the pioneer citizens 
of the city across the river. 


Probably no city of similar size can boast of so great a 
hustler as Win Nye, of Portsmouth, Ohio. For some time he 
has been conducting two paying pharmacies, but he has re- 
cently added another to his chain. 


A social event of more than ordinary magnitude was the 
marriage of Emil Zorn, the widely-known druggist of Twelfth 
and Elm streets, and Miss Emma Scroth, a social belle. They 
have just returned from the honeymoon. 


Tureman & Son, the widely known pharmacists at Carlisle, 
Ky., are right up in the front line of the moving procession, as 
they have just bought an elegant new fountain for their store. 
it will improve the appearance of the store. — 


The local druggists took appropriate action at their last 
meeting on the death of Eugene Spangenberg, who for years 
conducted a pharmacy at Fifth and Plum streets. Mr. Span- 
genburg survived only a short time after the demise of his 
wife. 

Joseph Blaesner, the popular pharmacist at Queen City and 
Hopkins avenue, Fairmont, has returned from Chicago, bring- 
ing with him his bride, née Miss Duffy, a Windy City belle. 
Local friends tendered the couple a pleasant surprise the other 
evening. 

The Lawrenceburg Drug Company, at Lawrenceburg, Ky., 
is in line with other progressive firms, and now has 4 new soda 
fountain of elaborate design. They are making arrangements 
for dispensing sparkling beverages in all the popular and most 
exhilarating forms. 





A New Story by Professor Lloyd. 


Under the title ‘‘ Warwick of the Knobs” the ‘‘ Bookman,” 
of New York, is publishing a study of events and conditions 
in Kentucky from the gifted pen of Prof, John Uri Lloyd, of 
Cincinnati. These refer to the Professor’s boyhood days, and 
the characters of the story concern a class of people diametric- 
ally opposite to the principal characters of “ Stringtown on 
the Pike,” and in portraying these he succeeds in giving as 
faithful and sympathetic a view of their lives and emotions 
as he did of those presented in “ Stringtown on the Pike.” 
While he throws the characters and events into the form of 
fiction, it is easy to perceive that the aim of the author is to 
preserve for posterity as fair a picture as it is possible to make 
of a peculiar form of American life that no longer has a set- 
ting. 

The story as a whole makes an advance upon Professor 
Lloyd's first novel, ‘‘ Stringtown.” To those who like “ String- 
town” it will be a matter of interest to know that it is now 
in its sixtieth thousand. 

The “ Bookman” is a monthly illustrated magazine of lit- 
erature published by Dodd, Mead & Co., New York, at $2.00 
per year; single copies, 25c. 





Award of the Hanbury Medal. 


We learn from the “ Pharmaceutical Journal” that the 
gold medal presented biennially, in memory of Daniel Han- 
bury, for high excellence in the prosecution or promotion of 
research in connection with the chemistry and natural history 
of drugs, has this year been awarded to Dr. George Watt, 
C.M., C.LE., F.L.S., who will thus become the eleventh re- 
cipient of the medal. Dr. Watt is reporter on Economic 
Products to the Government of India, officer in charge of the 
Economic and Art Museum, Calcutta. 
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Illinois Board of Pharmacy Without an Attorney—New Develop- 
ments in Clash Between the Governor and the Attorney-Gen- 
eral—Candidates Registered—Great Enthusiasm at Chicago 
Meeting—Cheers for President Gale—District Organization 
Scheme a Great Success—The Board {of Pharmacy to Prose- 
cute Sellers of Adulterated Chemicals—The Sale of Cocaine 
Again, 





(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Chicago, July 16.—As a result of friction between the Gov- 
ernor and the Attorney-General the State Board of Pharmacy 
is without a regular attorney. W. A. Dyche, president of the 
board, says that the board will look out for the small prosecu- 
tions and that all its appeal cases will be handled by the At- 
torney-General of Illinois. Politicians say this action is most 
significant, and that within a short time the Attorney-General 
will assume the right to make all prosecutions undertaken by 
any of the State boards. Incidentally he will put in his own 
men as attorneys for each of the boards. This will have a di- 
rect bearing on the Board of Pharmacy, as it will determine 
the policy to be followed as well as compelling the board to 
accept the services of any man the Attorney-General may 
select. In addition trouble is likely to result because of fric- 
tion between the Attorney-General and Governor Yates. 

These assertions are made by a man who is in close touch 


*. with the situation, but who, for obvious reasons, does not wish 


his name to appear in connection with the statement. Hereto- 
fore the board has drawn up a list of a dozen or more attor- 
neys and the list has been handed to State’s Attorney Deneen. 
From this list Mr. Deneen would choose the man who would 
conduct the prosecutions in Cook County. There are ten or 
twelve boards in Illinois, and Howland J. Hamlin, the Attor- 
ney-General, evidently determined to get control of this pat- 
ronage if possible. The matter was discussed with leading 
attorneys and the official was informed that the right to con- 
duct all prosecutions in the State’s name was vested in him. 
Mr. Hamlin is now acting on this advice and believes the 
courts will uphold him. The attorney is a son of the famous 
Hannibal Hamlin, formerly Vice-President of the United 
States, and is ambitious to secure political honor. After all 
the attorneys have been chosen the State’s attorneys will be 
notified to:take charge of all prosecutions that become neces- 
sary in the territory under their jurisdiction. Governor Yates 
has been doing as he has seen fit with all the State boards, 
and.has stirred up considerable hostile criticism in a number 
of cases. He has put in political favorites in some instances 
against vigorous protest from those connected with the work. 
It is likely that he will retaliate by telling his appointees on 
the boards to ignore Hamlin’s appointees, and he may also 
hold up the salaries of the Hamlin men. What influence all 
this will have on Board of Pharmacy prosecutions remains to 
be seen. The whole thing has gone on in secret so far and 
no inkling of it has reached the general public. Unless there 
is some hitch, however, it is asserted that the mine will be 
sprung within a short time. 


MEETING OF THE BOARD. 


At the meeting of the State Board, which has just been 
finished at Springfield, Bernhard Schwartz, of Salem, was 
elected vice-president in place of Mr. Jewett, who resigned. 
George Henry Sohrbeck, of Moline, was appointed to the board 
to fill out Mr. Jewett’s unexpired term. The board examined 
a class of 80. These passed as registered pharmacists: John 
A. Bortz, Nauvoo; Moses Blumenthal, Chicago; William Dow- 
ney, Wenona; Edwin Everett, Jr., Atkinson; Winfield Faulds, 
Chicago; Harry W. Giese, Bloomington; Ernest Hoernig, Chi- 
cago; John A. Houser, West Salem; J. C. Kritenbrink, Chicago; 
M. A. Levering, Chicago; A. J. Leonard, Chicago Heights; 
Frank M. Leslie, Manito; G. T. Mason, Springfield; F. L. New- 
man, Chicago; F. A. O’Connor, Evanston; E. Peyton, Pinckney- 
ville; F. L. Pfaff, Centralia; A. H. Schulze, Chicago; J. W. 
Tudor, Homer. These passed as registered assistants: C. H. 
Althoff, Quincy; J. F. Becker, Freeburg; A. Platt, Decatur; 
Isadore Trace,Chicago. Under the time service clause of the law 
the following will be granted certificates: As registered phar- 
macists, E. C. Corgan, Tamaroa; F.C. W. Meyneke, Chicago; W. 
C. Sutton, Macomb; C. O. Schleuter, East St. Louis. As assist- 
ant pharmacists: W. S. Deuton, Taylorville; Jesse M. Keefau- 
ver, La Harpe; A. S. Rig, Macomb; F.. Simpson, Vienna, and 
W. C. Wich, Quincy. 


AN ENTHUSIASTIC MEETING, 


The druggists of Chicago have just held one of the most 
enthusiastic meetings in their history. President Walter Galv 
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and the other officers of the first auxiliary district were 
cheered for their work, and the druggists subscribed $1,260 
with which to carry on the fight; $800 was paid in. Ways 
and means of carrying out the plans of the association so 
as to prevent price demoralization were discussed. Reports 
were read by officers of nearly all the districts. All said they 
were in good fighting shape. The twelfth district sent in the 
largest contribution, $169, through its president, B. A. C. 
Hoelzer. Mr. Mills, of the twenty-first district (Evanston), 
urged that the work of raising funds continue until the asso- 
ciation has a substantial bank account. As the new auxiliary 
district system is likely to be adopted in other cities, the 
changes and additions to the by-laws made by the Chicago 
body are of interest. The following addition was made: 

“The Executive Board shall have power to reorganize any 
one of the auxiliary districts, provision for which is made 
in Article X, whenever in its opinion (as determined by a two- 
thirds vote at a regular meeting) the best interests of the drug- 
gists in that district demand that this shall be done.” 

The other additions follow: . 


ARTICLE X. AUXILIARY DISTRICTS. 


Sec. 1. The County of Cook shall be divided into not 
fewer than 20 nor more than 30 districts by the Executive 
Board of the association, these to be known as auxiliary 
districts of the association, and to be consecutively num- 
bered. 

Sec. 2. Each auxiliary district shall elect each year a 
president, a vice-president, a secretary and a treasurer, to 
serve until their successors have been elected and quali- 
fied. 

Sec. 3. The president of each auxiliary district shall 
have full power to appoint such committees as may be 
deemed needful to the best interests of the district asso- 
ciation. , 

Sec. 4. The officers of each auxiliary district shall con- 
stitute an Executive Committee for the district, with full 
power to act during the interval between meetings. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the officers of each 
auxiliary district to collect the dues for the current year, 
such dues being fixed by the Chicago Retail Druggists’ 
Association. as provided for in Article XI of its by-laws. 

Sec. G. It shall be the duty of the treasurer of each 
auxiliary district to remit promptly to the secretary of 
the Chicago Retail Druggists’ Association the full amount 
of dues he may collect from time to time. 

Sec. 7. The treasurer of the Chicago Retail Druggists’ 
Association shall refund to the treasurer of each of the 
auxiliary districts the sum of 31.00 for each member in 
good standing. 

Sec. 8. The secretary and the treasurer of each auxil- 
iary district shall present in writing a report of the trans- 
actions of their respective offices and the status of their 
district association to the Chicago Retail Druggists’ As- 
sociation at each of its quarterly meetings. 

Sec. 9. The executive officers of the several auxiliary 
districts shall meet monthly, on the second Friday in each 
month, in conference with the Executive Board of the 
Chicago Retail Druggists’ Association. 

Sec. 10. The officers and members of the several 
auxiliary districts shall at all times recognize the Chicago 
Retail Druggists’ Association as the governing body of 
the County of Cook. 

Sec. 11. The constitution and by-laws of the Chicago Re- 
tail Druggists’ Association shall be recognized as the con- 
stitution and by-laws governing each of the auxiliary dis- 
tricts, except that each district shall decide for itself what 
number of members shall constitute a quorum, and also 
the time of holding its meetings. 


TO PROSECUTE SELLEKS OF ADULTERATED DRUGS. 


The State Board of Pharmacy is about to undertake 
wholesale prosecutious of grocers and department stores that 
make a practice of selling adulterated chemicals. The number 
of chemicals for the adulteration of which suit can be brought 
are not numerous, as only the drugs that are used internally, 
as washes or medicine of any description, can be made the 
basis of action. It is possible, however, for great injury and 
even loss of life to result from adulteration as at present 
practiced. For instance, some cream of tartar, so called, that 
was 87 per cent. plaster of Paris was found in one depart- 
ment store. By mixing it with a little water it would set. 
This chemical is sometimes given to babies, and the effect of 
a dose of plaster of Paris can be easily imagined. Borax was 
sold that was highly recommended as an eye wash. On 
analysis this was found to consist of 50 per cent. of sal soda. 
Baking powder and other “ kitchen chemicals” that are used 
in food will not come under the same head, and no attention 
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will be paid to them, probably, by the State board. The board 
became active in such prosecutions not long since, and the cru- 
sade bore good fruit, for the wholesale grocers who sold dif- 
ferent grades of chemicals marked “ pure” and “ commer- 
cial” took fright and added “ not to be sold in Illinois” after 
the chemical marked “ commercial.’ Under the old law the 
board was considerably handicapped, and the members suc- 
ceeded in getting changes made that have, it is thought, 
cleared the way for successful prosecutions. The old law 
read: “‘ He who shall willfully adulterate or sell, ” etc., should 
be liable to prosecution. The insertion of the word “ willful” 
gave the lawyers an opening of which they quickly took ad- 
vantage, and in the new law it does not appear. At present 
any one who sells an adulterated chemical, whether he be 
druggist or in a department store, is amenable to law. 


THE COCAINE PROBLEM, 


is attracting wide attention in the daily press. Attention 
has been called in the AMERICAN DruaGist recently to the 
enormous sales of the drug along State street, and now the 
police make an estimate that not fewer than 5,000 grains are 
sold every day by drug stores within the territory bounded 
by Adams street, Michigan avenue, Twenty-second street and 
the river. The extent of the traffic has become alarming, and 
it is likely that official action will be taken within a short 
time. In spite of the fact that the practice of selling cocaine 
to “fiends” is not only the hight of immorality and also 
against the law, it is asserted that many druggists not only 
make the sales, but also operate the hypodermic syringe for 
the unfortunates. The following is from the Sunday edition 
of one of the biggest of the Chicago dailies: 

** Here is a scene which took place in a lower State street 
drug store Friday night about 11 o’clock: A young girl, not 
over twenty years old, came in. A drug clerk was back of the 
counter. She thought he was alone. She laid a five-cent piece 
down on the counter and said to him: 

“* Gim’me a shot.’ 

“He nodded his head and she stepped back of the pre- 
scription case. He indicated that she should bare her arm. 

**No, it’s too sore there,’ she said. She bared her leg to 
the knee. He took the ‘gun’ and made the injection. It was 
cocaine, and the exhilarating effeet could not last upon her 
longer than fifteen or twenty minutes, but she was satisfied. 
She had paid out her last penny for the ‘ dope,’ and she was 
going out to find more money—by theft or otherwise. 

“A mention to the clerk that he was violating the law 
brought the response: 

“*There isn’t a clerk in this district that doesn’t do the 
same thing. There’s good money in it, and they’ve got to have 
it any way.’”’ 

Dr. Sceleth, house physician at the House of Correction, 
says the habit is on the increase in Chicago at a fearful rate. 
He blames irresponsible druggists for much of the evil done 
by cocaine. The paper also prints a number of illustrations 
of the “ fiends” as they were photographed while undergoing 
treatment. All the above is in exact accord with the state- 
ment of one reputable druggist who is in the neighborhood 
and who has steadily refused to have anything to do with 
this nefarious traffic. He says things have reached such a 
pass that a druggist in some localities who refuses to cater 
to such traffic soon loses his trade, as the customers go to some 
one who will sell them what they want. 


CHICAGO NOTES. 


Walter Gale, president of the Illinois Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation, has gone to California to stay until September. 


The American Medical Missionary College, at 1926 Wabash 
avenue, has amended its charter so that it can have a depart- 
ment of chemistry. 


The Alumni Association of the Northwestern University 
Pharmacy Schocl has elected these officers: President, F. 
Kahn; secretary, J. Scott. 


Theodore E. Ott, of Columbus, Ind., has been elected secre- 
tary of the Indiana State Board of Pharmacy to succeed 
Charles E. Crecelius, of New Albany, Md. 


Burglars broke in through a rear window of the drug store 
of A. 8. Coppack, at Barry and Evanston avenues, July 3, and 
earried off $50 worth of drugs and cigars, besides making 
away with the cash register, which contained $18. 


City Collector Brandecker says that Chicago druggists are 
unusually slow this year in paying their license fees. Those 
who sell cigarettes seem to think, he said, that the law is a 
> esta Detectives have been ordered to watch for 
offenders. 














The new directories are on the point of being distributed. 
The new bock, it is said, will be the largest of the kind ever 
got out. One downtown druggist says his penny-in-the-slot 
machine took in $60 last year, and that if the company does 
not supply them again this season that he will buy one. 


A curious story comes from St. Louis regarding the fire 
at the drug store of J. C. Haffner, at Manchester and Ewing 
averues. Mr. Haffner, his wife and three-year-old d&ughter 
were sleeping over the store and might have been burned to 
death had it not been for the screams of a parrot that awak- 
ened them. Other families living above were also saved by 
the parrot’s cries. The bird was burned to death. 


Frederick Frazier was found by a policeman wandering 
about with a loaded revolver, and as he appeared to be on the 
point of committing suicide, he was arrested. Frazier told 
Justice Hall, before whom he was brought, that until recently 
he had been a druggist in Indianapolis. He sold his store and 
started for Chicago. He got off the train at South Chicago by 
mistake, was robbed of $500 and was arrested for being drunk. 
When discharged he went two days without food, and it was 
then that the officer met him, revolver in hand. 


NORTHWEST NOTES. 


At What Cheer, Iowa, W. D. Platt has sold out to R. S. 
Alexander & Co. 


Treepainer & Co., at Grand Forks, North Dakota, have been 
succeeded by J. Widlund. 


The Burwell-Neisler Company, at Decatur, has sold its 
stock to MecNier & Harrold. 


F. S. Hopkins, of Benton Harbor, Mich., has been succeeded 
by the Hopkins Drug Company. 


At Olin, Iowa, Dr. Port has sold his interest in the firm of 
Snyder & Port to Mr. Macumber. 


Mr. Pascoe has bought out his partner in the firm of Arens- 
child & Pascoe, at Ottumwa, Iowa. 


H. C. Teck, of Albion, Mich., has sold her stock to her 
former clerk. The stock has been attached by a liquor firm, 
which asserts that ‘the transfer was merely for the purpose 
of avoiding payment of a bill. 





Another “ Castoria” Injunction. 


Vice-Chancellor Reed of New Jersey has filed an opinion 
in the cases of the Centaur Company against C. Link and 
others, a bill having been filed to enjoin the defendants from 
manufacturing ‘“ Castoria” and selling it wrapped in sealed 
bottles similar to those of the complainant. The defendants 
are enjoined against manufacturing the imitation of Fletch- 
er’s product. The injunction asked for against the Cumber- 
land Glass Manufacturing Company of South Jersey for bav- 
ing manufactured the bottles in which the substitute was put 
up, was denied. 





Obituary. 


Albert J. Yaw, one of the oldest druggists at Belvidere, 
Ill., died suddenly, July 7, of neuralgia of the heart. Mr. 
Yaw was born in New Lyme, near Cleveland, Ohio, July 11, 
1832. In early life he was a commercial traveler. He became 
an influential citizen in his home city, but was little known 
to the public at large because of a retiring nature. All those 
who knew him well, however, esteemed him highly. He lived 
at one time at Freeport, Lll., and was at another time in busi- 
ness with L. C. Lewis. 


Charles Timberlake, 24, son of Arthur Timberlake, the well- 
known druggist of Indianapolis, died June 24 from Bright’s 
disease. He had been in Chicago superintending the construc- 
tion ‘of an electric switchboard which he invented while con- 
nected with the Indianapolis telephone companies. 


A. Davidson, the veteran druggist of Lancaster, O., died 
June 30 at his home of old age, he having reached within one 
day of 82 years. He was a native of Ireland, coming here in 
1835. He conducted a drug store in Lancaster since 1865. 


Edward W. Brant, who was at one time a leading druggist 
in Elizabeth, N. J., died at his home in that city on July 6. 
His death resulted from the effects of the recent heat. He 
was 55 years old. 


Agrippa M. Doty died at his home in Poughkeepsie, N. Y., 
on July 4, aged 41. He was a partner in the firm of Doty & 
Humphrey, of Poughkeepsie. 
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Edmund W. Brant, who was for many years a prominent 
druggist in Elizabeth, N. J., died at his home in that city on 
July 5, aged 57 years. 


Patrick Ney, who was formerly connected with Hon. J. B. 
Blackburn in the drug business at Bellaire, O., died on June 
25 at St. Louis, aged 27. 


James V. Ramos, formerly in the drug business at Norfolk, 
Va., died at Richmond on July 8, aged 47 years. 


James B. Slater, druggist, of Johnstown, Pa., died at his 
home there on July 4. 





MISSOURI. 


Friction with the Local Jobbers Over Containers—The Reduction 
in Discount Discussed—The New Rules Promulgated by the 
Jobbers. 








(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


St. Louis, July 16.—Quite a little stir was caused among the 
local retail druggists on the first of the month by the new set 
of rules inaugurated by the wholesale druggists. The retail- 
ers claimed in the first place that they should have received 
notice of the new rules at least one week before they went 
into effect instead of the same day. They say this would have 
enabled them to get rid of many of the containers they now 
have on hand. They also feel that not being able to return 
their empty containers except for immediate refilling will 
cause them a great inconvenience. They further claim that 
the wholesale druggists severely overcharge them for con- 
tainers. Many of them are quite indignant over having their 
discount cut down from 1% per cent. to 1 per cent. 


RETAILERS PROTEST. 


As a result of this dissatisfaction the matter was made a 
special order of business at’the regular monthly meeting of 
the St. Louis Apothecaries’ Association, held at the College of 
Pharmacy last Wednesday afternoon. Owing to the extreme 
heat, the attendance was rather small, but what was lacked 
in numbers was made up in enthusiasm. All features of the 
new rules were discussed pro and con. Finally a committee 
consisting of R. C. Reilly, Dr. Otto F. Claus, and Mr. Johnson 
was appointed with instructions to call upon the wholesalers 
and request that a 2 per cent. discount be given and that the 
old rule in regard to returning containers be re-established. 
Up to date the committee has nothing to report. 


THE NEW RULES, 


which have caused the commotion are as follows: 

Containers.—Containers of every description, excepting 
carboys, will not be received for credit, but will only be 
accepted for immediate refilling, nor will they be received 
for storage. 

Deliveries.—We will make no deliveries of goods except 
for customers direct to their stores. 

Merchandise.—No merchandise ordered by a customer 
can be returned for credit after the same has been prop- 
erly delivered. 

Signed orders for goods given to salesmen of manufac- 
turing and distributing houses, after having been accepted 
by us, are not subject to countermand, and such gédods, 
when delivered, are not returnable to us under any circum- 
stances whatever. 

First of Month Orders.—This practice will be discontin- 
ued. We cannot date bills ahead under any circumstances. 

Terms.—Beginning with July 1, 1901, our cash discount 
will be 1 per cent. when bills are paid prior to the 10th of 
the month following date of purchase. No cash discount 
will be allowed after the 10th of the month, and all pur- 
chases will be due and payable on the 15th of the month 
following the date of purchase—i. e., June purchases will 
be subject to a discount to July 10 and bill will be due and 
payable on July 15, interest charged after maturity. 

The circular was signed by the Meyer Bros. Drug Co., the 
Moffit-West Drug Co., and the J. S. Merrell Drug Co. 


ST. LOUIS ITEMS. 


Drs. Hall and Lewis are opening a new drug store at Blaine 
and Tower Grove Avenues. 


L. Meyers Connor, professor of chemistry and Dean of the 
Department of Pharmacy in the University of Dallas, has 
been spending a week in the city, getting pointers in regard 
to running a college of pharmacy. 
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THE KNIGHTS OF THE ROAD 





Notes of the Travelers Caught on the Fly. 




















Robert Ramsdell, 


Traveling representative of the J. O. Ellwood Lee Co., of Con- 
shocken, Pa., in Boston and Vicinity. 


Mr. Ramsdell, who enjoys the acquaintance of a large num- 
ber of the trade in Boston and vicinity, is not a salaried man, 
nor does he work on commission as do ordinary traveling 
salesmen. He buys and keeps on hand a stock of plasters and 
surgical dressings, and takes the risk of all credits like any 
jobber or wholesale dealer. He began his connection with the 
plaster business as salaried man with the firm of Giusvenor 
& Richards in 1888, and has continued to handle plasters and 
antiseptic goods ever since. Mr. Ramsdell had the misfor- 
tune to have his leg crushed in a railroad accident a few years 
ago, and it was found necessary to amputate it a few inches 
below the knee. He wears an artificial leg and gets around 
comfortably. Although 70 years old, he declares he is still 
young and spry, and does a good business. Mr. Ramsdell is 
an attentive reader of the AMERICAN DruGGIsT, and takes 
great interest in the success of the N. A. R. D. 


Boston.—Henry Spavin is still hustling for. James W. Tufts, 
of this city. He has pulled off lots of business this season. 

E. Fougera & Co., of New York, are represented here by 
Rudolph Wirth. He is an energetic knight and looks care- 
fully after the interests of his firm. 

H. W. Thomas looked in upon us recently. He travels for 
F. R. Arnold & Co., of New York, and is well liked by the 
trade. 

Frier Bros. are continuing the hunt for orders in this lo- 
eality. They had W. E. Lowe in here a few days ago booming 
things for them. 

H. S. Thomas is another drummer for whom the heat seems 
to have no terrors. He was about the town not long ago book- 
ing orders for W. R. Warner & Co., of New York. 

F. R. Partridge reports much success with the soda fountain 
trade, and he is now looking for more scalps. His goods are 
of the James W. Tufts brand. 


Buffalo.—F. W. Buescher, manager of the Buffalo branch 
office of Parke, Davis & Co., with several traveling men under 
his charge, is off to Atlantic City for a quite extended vaca- 
tion, as he has stuck to business too closely of late and his 
health is suffering. 


George H. Macy, who stands for the visible part of the drug 
house of Dodge & Olcott in this vicinity, was with us a season 
during the second week of July and took his usual good amount 
of orders. 


John Gleichmann, salesman on the road for Rosengarten 
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& Sons, chemists, came to Buffalo shortly before the middle 
of July and went the usual round, and, as usual, did well. 


H. Leerburger, who has represented the firm of Leerburger 
Bros. in the Buffalo district for a considerable time, took his 
usual good list of orders this month. 


I’. L. Washbourne, representative of W. J. Bush & Co., es- 
sential oils, is in Buffalo, looking sharply after the business 
of his house, which appears to be in a flourishing condition. 


R. L. Tye, who comes to us regularly in the interest of 
Merck & Co., has already been his July round, and after 
booking his regular amount of good orders, has gone to do 
the same elsewhere. 


Cleveland.—I’. D. Wiseman has been securing some large 
orders for Frederick Stearns & Co. 


J. B. Hoveler is hustling the druggists who dispense soda 
water into line. You can now find “ iced malted milk” at the 
majority of fountains. 

Carl F. Clarke, representing Billings, Clapp & Co., is solicit- 
ing this city for orders. Mr. Clarke’s visits are always re- 
warded. 

W. I. Lerch has paid his midsummer trip to our city, and 
informs us the perfume trade is on the increase. This bespeaks 
not a little for Mr. Lerch and the house he represents, Col- 
gate & Co., as they are both very popular with the drugzists. 


A. G. Armstrong, of the Hanson Granule Co., New York, 
has a new article as a good proposition to offer the trade. 


W. H. Hamilton, representing the Fisher Chemical Import- 
ing Co., is a new man in this territory, he having been repre- 
senting his firm in the Eastern States, and more recently in 
Pennsylvania. However, his debut in this section has beer 
of great credit to the firm, as well as to himself, as he has to 
win his way into the hearts of druggists who were so warmly 
attached to his predecessor, Mr. Parsons, who on account of 
ill health seeks warmer sections for his field of labor. 


Cincinnati.—R. W. Stockton, who is well known here, is on 
the road in the interest of the Southern Pharmacal & Chemical 
Company of Louisville. 


Dr. John F. Haynes, one of the hustlers in the employ of 
the W. H. Schieffelin Company, writes that he is in the New 
England States on his annual vacation. 


Cc. P. Calvert, who is well known to druggists all over the 
Middle States, both as a traveling man and wholesale druggist, 
is now doing a drug brokerage business in this city. He is. 
doing well, too. 

Frank Pike, one of the clever traveling men representing 
Sharp & Dohme, stopped here the other day en route to Dayton 
to attend the meeting of the Ohio State Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation. 


Major George Budde, who has charge of the sundry depart- 
ment for the Stein, Vogeler Drug Company, went to Dayton 
yesterday to attend the convocation of Ohio druggists. Max 
Fuchs, who sells sponges and chamois for the same concern, 
is also in the Gem City, 

Chicago.—Vernon Waldron and E. H. Brown have just 
passed through Chicago on their return trip to the Pacific 
coast. They have secured the Pacific coast agencies for Merck 
and for Johnson & Johnson, which they will operate in part- 
nership. Mr. Waldron is well known as the representative of 
Lundborg’s perfumes, but he will drop these in order to handle 
the new lines of goods. 


This is the vacation season, and many salesmen connected 
with Chicago houses are hunting or fishing. The chances 
are, from present reports, that they will return with a goow 
crop of stories and a lot of sunburn, if with nothing else. 


W. D. Rowles, in charge of the special preparation depart- 
ment for Parke, Davis & Co., at the Chicago branch, has gone 
to visit his home in England. 


H. B. Patterson, southside man for Parke, Davis & Co., is 
spending his vacation at West Union, Iowa. 


O. G. Eastman, of Searle & Hereth, has just got back from 
a vacation trip. 

P. B. Fitzgerald, of Morrissop, Plummer & Co., has left 
for his annual outing. 


John I’. Matthes, Chicago manager for the Whitall-Tatum: 
Company, is greatly improved. He is able to be at the office, 
and the amount of vitality he has displayed in rallying from 
his recent sick spell has proven a most agreeable surprise to- 
his friends. 
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Ghe Drug and Chemical Market 


The prices quoted in this report are those current in the wholesale market, and higher prices are paid for retail lots. 
The quality of goods frequently necessitates a wide range of prices. 





Condition of Trade. 


New York, July 20, Igol. 

HE volume of business in the several departments of 
T drugs, chemicals and pharmaceutical preparations 
continues limited under the influence of the vacation sea- 
son and no changes of major importance or especially 
new features are to be noted. Notwithstanding the lack 
of surface animation, the demand has been fairly active in 
all departments, and the general situation is considered 
satisfactory. While speculative interest seems wholly 
suspended for the time being, and buyers are pursuing a 


' conservative policy, prices are characterized by an appear- 


ance of strength and a confident tone prevails. The chief 
fluctuations are appended: 


HIGHER. LOWER. 
Opium, Balsam copaiba, 
Oil neroli, Balsam Peru, 


Oil sassafras, Balsam tolu, 


Coca leaves, Oil anise, 
Oil pennyroyal, Oil bergamot, 
Golden seal root, Oil cassia, 


Cantharides, Chinese, 
Canary seed. 


Serpentaria root, 
Poppy seed, 
Camphor, 
Colchicine, 
Linseed oil. 


DRUGS. 


Alcohol is held with increased firmness, in view of the 
advance in price of corn, but quotations are as yet unchanged 
and sales are making within the range of $2.45 to §2. 47, as to 
quantity. 


Balsams.—Copaiba is lower to the extent that the inside 
quotation for Central American is now 36c, without, however, 
stimulating the demand, which is confined to retail lots chief- 
ly. Canada fir of the new crop is close at hand, and while 
quotations are as yet unchanged, an advance over the present 
range of $2.75 to $2.80 is looked for. Peru is offered more 
freely, but the distribution has not been materially increased 
by the recent price reduction to $1.30 to $1.40. Tolu is 
neglected, and holders offer more freely, at 25c to 26c. 


Barks.—Angostura continues in moderate request, but the 
supply is somewhat concentrated, and 10 cents is generally 
named. Cascara sagrada continues in good jobbing demand, 
and with primary markets firm, holders quote 5c to 7c. Soap, 
crushed, is passing out in fair volume into channels of con- 
sumption at the range of 5c to 54%4c. Nothing new has come 
to the surface with regard to other varieties, and business is 
generally confined within the limits of the average midsym- 
mer consumption. 


Buchu leaves are inquired for, but the current transactions 
are light and unimportant, with the quoted range 34c to 36c 
for short and 75c for long. 


Cantharides, Chinese, are pressed for sale, without, how- 
ever, any apparent effect on the demand, which continues 
light. Holders now quote whole at 52%c and powdered at 
5744c to 60c. Russian are quiet and unchanged, at 68c to 65c. 


Cassia buds continue to offer freely at the range of 22c to 
24c¢, ag to quality, with a moderate jobbing demand experi- 
enced. 

Chamomile flowers of the new crop are in improved re- 
ceipt, and new Hungarian are offered at 16c. New, crop Ger- 
man are in good demand and firm, at 26c to 28c, while ssi aaa 
remain unchanged at 21c to 25c. 


Coca leaves, Huanuco, are held with increased firmness 
owing to scarcity, 36c to 39c representing the present range of 


the market, as to quality. Truxillo is offered a shade more ° 


freely, in consequence of the arrival of fresh supplies, but 
prices are steadily maintained at 27c to 28c. 


Cod liver oil is easier in tone, owing to some pressure to 
realize on the part of holders, who quote as low as $20.50 for 
desirable brands, while ordinary offers down to $19.75. 


Colocynth apples are in fair request, with the quoted range 
of Trieste at 36c to 42c; selected, 48c to 45c, and Spanish, 15c 
to 16c. 

Damiana leaves are in light supply, and the market is firm 
at the range of 9c to 10c, as to quality and quantity. 


Ergot is passing out to the trade in jobbing quantities with- 
in the range of 55c to 57c for German and 60c to 62c for 
Spanish. 


Haarlem oil has fluctuated somewhat since our last, but 
the low price of $2.00 quoted early in the week has been with- 
drawn, and $2.10 to $2.15 and $2.50 is now quoted for parch- 
ment-covered and corked, respectively. 


Lycopodium is in good jobbing request and values appear 
well sustained on the basis of 50c to 51c for ordinary and 52¢ 
to 58e for Politz. 


Menthol is dull and neglected. Lots are obtainable in some 
instances at $3.50, and we hear of a sale or two at this figure, 
though most holders name $3.60. 


Morphine is without important change either as regards 
price or demand, and the market continues to rule firm on a 
basis of $1.75 to $1.90 for bulk. 


Naphthaline has come to hand in fair quantity during the 
interval, and this, coupled with some falling off in the demand, 
has weakened prices to the extent that some holders now offer 
flake at 2%c and ball at 2.90c. 


Opium is maintained in firm position and values are frac- 
tionally higher, though there is a total absence of speculation, 
and the demand is confined to small jobbing parcels, for which 
$3.50 is generally paid, though single cases are still obtainable 
at $3.22% to $3.25. Powdered continues quiet, but firm, at 
$4.25 to $4.30, as to quality and quantity. 


Quicksilver is maintained at full previous prices, though 
the demand is not of a very active character; quoted, 664c 
to 67c. 


Quinine is less firm, the anticipated increase in demand 
having failed to materialize. The heavier shipments of bark 
from Java, which have been a feature of the market, have also 
affected the position of the alkaloid, and stock in outside 
hands is offered at lower prices, one sale of Java being re- 
ported at 28c, and we hear of sales of German at 30c to 81c. 
Meanwhile local manufacturers continue to quote 34c. At 
the bark sales in Amsterdam on July 18, the price of cinchona 
bark declined 15 per. cent., 9 Dutch units being paid as against 
10% at the preceding sale. ‘This has further depressed the 
quinine market, but prices are as yet unaffected and no im- 
mediate reduction is anticipated. 


Saffron is easier in tone, but prices are not quotably 
changed from $6.25 to $6.50 for Valencias, while American 
is quoted at 14c to 15c. 


Senna leaves are in fair jobbing demand, and the quota- 
tions of the market remain firm at 10¢ to 12c for natural 
Alexandria, 18¢c to 20c for garbled and sifted, and broken at 
6%c to 7c. Tinnivelly are held at 714c to 8c, as to quality and 
quantity. 

Tartaric acid is selling actively, the season’s demand being 
good, and holders quote 29c to 29\4c for powdered and 28%4c 
to 29c for crystals. 


Vanilla beans are quiet, but steady, at $9.00 to $12.50 for 
whole Mexican, $7.50 for cut, $4.75 to $7.50 for Bourbon, $2.00 
to $2.25 for Tahiti, and $1.25 to $1.40 for Vanillons. 


CHEMICALS. 


Alum continues to realize $1.75 to $1.90 for lump, $1.80 to 
$2.00 for ground and $3.00 to $4.00 for powdered, and supplies 
are passing out quite freely both on contract orders and in 
jobbing quantities. 


Ammonium carbonate continues in fair seasonable demand 
and the market is firm on the basis of 8%4c to 9c. 


Arsenic, white, has not varied from 3%c to 4c, as to quan- 
tity and quality. A moderate jobbing trade is reported. 
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Benzoic acid remains quiet, but there is no urgency to sell 
at any concession from 40c¢ to 42¢ per Ib. for artificial and 
12\%4c to 13c per oz. for natural. 


Bismuth subnitrate is held at full previous prices, and a 
moderate jobbing trade is being experienced. 


Blue vitriol is in better supply and the market is slightly 
easier in tone, though there is no apparent urgency to realize, 
and quotations are well maintained on the basis of 4.60c to 
4.75c, as to quantity. 


Borie acid is without new feature of interest. Sales are 
making in a jobbing way at 10%c to 11\%c for crystals and 
1114¢ to 11%c for powdered. 


Carbolie acid is in good seasonable demand, and the sales 
have been at 23c to 24¢ for crystals in bulk and 28c to 29c in 
Ib. bottles. 


Citric acid is held and selling in fair volume at 37c to 3744¢ 
per Ib. for kegs, domestic, and 36c to 364%4c for Sicilian. 


Hydrochinone is irregular and unsettled, owing to competi- 
tion ameng holders, and while $1.45 has been paid for jobbing 
quantities, round lots offer at $1.35. 


Nitrate of silver is steady on the reduction noted in our 
last. The quotation of the market ranges from 40c to 4114¢, as 
to quality, the inside price being for 1,000 oz. lots. 


Oxalic acid is less actively inquired for, but prices are 
well sustained at the range of 534c¢ to 6c. 


Salicylic acid is meeting with more attention, and holders 
are firmer in their views, at 39%4c to 42c. 


ESSENTIAL OILS. 
Anise remains very quiet and supplies now offer at $1.2714. 


Bay is in good demand, and prices are steady on the basis 
of $2.15 to $2.25 for bulk and $3.15 to $3.25 for 22 oz. bottles. 


Camphor is in moderate demand, and the market is steady 
at 9c to 10c in cases. 

Cajuput has developed increased strength since our last 
and holders are firm in their views, at 474c to 55c. 


Cassia has declined during the interval, and the market is 
easy at the revised range of 70c to 72%4c for 75 to 80 per cent.; 
lower grades quoted 621%4c to 65c. 


Citronella is steady and in request, at 19c to 21¢c and 22c 
to 23c for drums and cans, respectively. 


Lemongrass remains quiet but steady at the range of $1.50 
to $1.55 for native and $1.70 to $1.75 for redistilled. 


Neroli is higher under the influence of adverse crop re- 
ports, recent cables from Grasse stating that the crop is fin- 
ished and is practically a failure. Prices in Grasse have been 
established on the basis of $40.00 for the best grade of Petale 
and $35.00 for Bigarade. 


Orange is moving out quite freely, and the quotations of 
the markets are maintained at $1.40 to $1.50 for sweet, as to 
brand and quality. 


Pennyroyal continues scarce, and the tone of the market 
is firm, with sales at $1.25 to $1.35. 


Peppermint is decidedly stronger in tone, and prices have 
materially advanced since our last, the offerings of pure in 
bulk being at $1.30 to $1.40, though the price might be shaded 
for spot goods. 


Safrol is not openly offered and it is difficult to get a quo- 
tation. Advices from Japan are to the effect that the Japanese 
Government have decided to make the price of safrol in Japan 
50c, instead of 35c, as heretofore, and this action has served 
to materially harden the market for all varieties of sassafras 
oil. 


Sassafras is tending steadily upward under the influence 
of the conditions noted under safrol and diminishing stocks. 
Holders of natural are firm at 38c to 39c, while artificial is 
held at 29¢ to 31c. 


GUMS. 
Aloes are in good request and steady at unchanged prices, 


or, say, 4c to 44%4¢ for Curacao, 6c to 6c for cake and 16c to 
24c for Socotrine, as to quality and quantity. 


Arabic is meeting with a fair inquiry, and the market ap- 
pears steady at 40c to 45c for picked, 28c to 32c for seconds 
and 12%4c to 14¢ for sorts. 


Camphor is in improved position, the bulk of the cheaper 
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lots in second hands having been taken up, and nothing new 
offers under the prices quoted by refiners, or, say, 60%4c for 
domestic in bbls. and 60c to 61c in cases. Japan cakes held at 
62¢ to 65c. 

Senegal is being taken in small and unimportant quantities 
only, but prices are well sustained on the basis of 15c to 24¢ 
for picked, 13c to 14c for sorts, and 844c to 14c for siftings. 


Tragacanth is inactive, but the quotations of the market 
do not vary from 65c to 75c for Aleppo, 50c to 60c for second, 
75¢e to 80c for first Turkey, 50c to 55c for second, and 40c to 
45e for third. 


ROOTS, 
Golden seal is in fair demand, fall-dug being given the 
preference, but buyers and holders are somewhat apart in 


their views. Bids of 45c have been turned down, and 474c 
to 50c is generally named, while spring-dug is firm at 45c. 


Ipecac continues held and small sales of Rio are making 
at $2.85 to $3.00. Carthagena is held at $1.75 to $1.80, as to 
quality and quantity. 


Jalap is jobbing fairly at the quotations of the market, but 
no important transactions are reported. 


Senega has appreciated in the interval and is maintained 
at 32c to 35c, though it is repoted that supplies are offering 
in the interior to arrive at 30c. 


Serpentaria is scarce on spot, and with a good consump- 
tive inquiry prices are maintained firmly at an advance to 
34¢ to 35c. 


Sarsaparilla, Mexican, is scarce and in demand, and the 
limit has been raised to 714c, an advance of 4c. 


SEEDS. 


Canary is dull, and the tendency now favors buyers, 
Smyrna being offered at 2c to 23¢c; Sicily is firm at 25¢c to 
234¢. ‘ 

Caraway is inactive, and Dutch is offered more freely at 
5%4c to 6e. 

Poppy is taken with more animation, owing to adverse 


crop reports, and prices are fractionally higher, the revised 
quotation being 4c to 5e. 


Rape remains quiet, but firm, at 3%c to 3%4c for German 
and 3c to 314¢ for domestic. 





Health Hints for Business Men. 


An English medical authority, who has been studying the 
habits and health of men of business, has discovered what 
can scarcely be considered a novelty, which is, that judicious 
exercise and proper diet are the regulators of good health. He 
claims that the business man eats anything and everything, 
is always in a hurry, afd takes as little exercise beyond that 
required by the business as possible. And this is the pro- 
fessor’s advice: 

“The series of exercises begins with knee bending, with 
the hands on the floor as a starting position, from which the 
legs are extended backward until the body is supported by 
the hands and feet, or, as the strength and dexterity increase, 
by ethe fingers and toes. In this position the body and the legs 
are rigid, while the arm and chest muscles may be exercised 
by bending and straightening the arms. The first attempt at 
this exercise will probably be a surprise to the beginner, re- 
quiring more muscle than one would suppose from the ap- 
parent ease with which the feat is performed by the expert. 

“After recovering from this exercise the seeker after 
health may place himself on his back on the floor, extend his 
arms along the carpet to serve as a base, raise his bent knees 
over his face and extend them to the floor again. Two or 
three repetitions of this will do for the beginner, who will dis- 
cover, to his surprise, that the thing is by no means as easy 
as it looks. 

“ Another trunk exercise which is very effective consists 
simply in lying flat on one’s back on the floor, and raising the 
trunk to a sitting position without the assistance of the hands. 
To a man not accustomed to it, this exercise is of almost in- 
credible difficulty, but with a little practice it becomes simple 
and easy. 

“These exercises should be varied according to taste and 
judgment. If one should be found too severe, it may be 
lightened by performing it less frequently, and in no case 
should the exercise be continued to such an extent as to in- 
duce excessive fatigue or prostration.” 








